
The Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) is a comprehensive 

system which collects data on Internally Displaced Persons in 

targeted provinces of Burundi. The system is based on two 

types of systematic assessments: Assessments of the displace-

ment trends in the communes and in the main displacement ar-

eas (collines*) hosting more than 40 IDP households or 200 

IDPs. The commune assessments provide the main displace-

ment figures and trends, and the displacement area assessments 

provide information on humanitarian needs in the collines host-

ing the highest number of IDPs. The DTM assessments are con-

ducted on a monthly basis but funding for the DTM was com-

pleted in eight (8) of the 11 normally covered provinces at the 

end of 2016. Thanks to the Swiss Development Corporation in 

January, this assessment includes the DTM data from three (3) 

provinces in Burundi: Gitega, Bubanza and Cankuzo.  
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Photo 1: DTM evaluation workshop, Muyinga province (January 2017) 

Graphic 1: Change in the number of IDPs between November 2016 and January 2017 in the 

Bubanza, Cankuzo and Gitega provinces  
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PROVINCE OF ORIGIN IDPS % 

BUBANZA 8,354 46% 

KAYANZA 5,812 32% 

CIBITOKE 1,816 10% 

BUJUMBURA MAIRIE 1,271 7% 

BUJUMBURA RURAL 726 4% 

KIRUNDO 182 1% 



Graphic 7: Change in the number of IDPs since the launch of DTM activities in Bubanza  

BUBANZA PROVINCE 

In January 2017, the DTM identified 18,161 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in this prov-

ince. Overall, the number of IDPs decreased by 14% compared to the number of IDPs in 

December 2016 (21,181 IDPs). This decrease can be explained by displacements that oc-

curred when the inhabitants of the Rukoko natural reserve in the Gihanga commune had to 

leave their homes in December 2016. These IDPs were displaced to the Buringa colline in 

Gihanga where they spent several days. The DTM survey conducted in January 2017 re-

flected that these displaced persons were allowed to return home. However, 53 IDP 

households remained in the displacement site as the conditions for return limited move-

ments to their fields.  

 

In recent months, the Bubanza province has been hit by a drought that has destroyed sev-

eral fields, causing a severe food insecurity. The Gihanga commune and part of the Mpanda 

commune have been most affected throughout the province. In Gihanga, DTM key inform-

ants identified 80 people who fled to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in January 

to seek better economic opportunities. It was observed that students are beginning to drop 
out of school due to the difficulty of attending courses without food. This commune faces a 

very serious situation that warrants particular attention. 

 

Photo 2: A destroyed cornfield, Gihanga commune (January 2017) 



                 SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 

 

 Blankets (53%) and plastic tarps (37%) are the 

most needed Non-Food Items (NFIs) by displaced 

persons.  

               WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE  

 

 Out of 38 collines surveyed, the main source of 
drinking water is a protected well in 29 collines. 

 The majority of IDPs in 61% of collines have to 
walk more than 15 minutes to reach the main 
water source.  

 During the last three (3) months, there have been 
no hygiene promotion campaigns in 32 collines 
out of 38 collines surveyed.  

                   HEALTH 

 

 Malaria is the most recurrent health problem in 

92% of collines.  

 In 26 collines, the majority of displaced house-

holds walk more than 30 minutes to access the 

health center.  

 In 30 collines, sexual and reproductive health ser-

vices are available.  

 Health services for sexually transmitted diseases 

do not exist in 30 collines out of 38 collines sur-

veyed.  

 

     

                 FOOD SECURITY 

 

 In 30 collines, daily work is the main occupation 
for men and women.  

 There have been no food distributions during the 
last three (3) months in the surveyed collines.  

                 EDUCATION 

 

 In all the collines visited (100%), IDPs report that  

schools are accessible to displaced children, but 

only 55% attend school and only 20% possess 

school materials.  

 In 20 collines out of 38, there are informal educa-

tional activities for children.  

 In 68% of surveyed collines, the majority of dis-

placed children have to walk more than 30 

minutes to reach school.  

               NUTRITION 

 

 90% of displaced persons have one (1) meal per 

day.  

 In 68% of collines, markets are the principal food 

source.  

 Malnutrition screenings exist in 92% of collines.  

 In 97% of collines, displaced children and pregnant 

women do not have access to supplementary 

food.  

     

                PROTECTION 

 

 Out of 38 collines surveyed, host community 

relations are good in 35 collines.   

 

 

 

                CHILD PROTECTION  

 

 

 In 68% of collines, there are functional child pro-

tection mechanisms.  

 In 33 collines out of 38 surveyed, formal host 

families are the primary care mechanism for sepa-

rated or non-accompanied children.  

 GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 
 

 

 In 35 collines, a reporting system for GBV 

victims exist but care services for these vic-

tims exist only in 24 collines.  

 Medical services are available for GBV victims 

in 33 collines while legal services are available 

in 31 collines out of 38 collines surveyed.  

 Sectorial analysis — Bubanza 



PROVINCE OF ORIGIN IDPs % 

CANKUZO 4,255 49% 

KIRUNDO 3,300 38% 

KAYANZA 608 7% 

KARUSI 261 3% 

MUYINGA 174 2% 

BUJUMBURA - RURAL 86 1% 
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Graphic 13: Change in the number of IDPs since the launch of DTM activities in Cankuzo 

CANKUZO PROVINCE 

Since the launch of the DTM in the Cankuzo in November 2016, the DTM has found 

that the number of IDPs has steadily increased. During the month of January 2017, the 

DTM has identified 8,684 IDPs in the province. Compared to the month of December 

2016, the DTM has observed an increase of 162 IDPs in all communes of Cankuzo, with 

the highest increase (6%) in the commune of Kigamba. This is due to the fact that it 

neighbors the Muyinga province and hosts a large number of IDPs from Kirundo. Janu-

ary 2017 data show that 38% of IDPs in the Cankuzo province originate from Kirundo. 

With almost the half of the total number of IDPs in the province (3,711), the commune 

of Mishiha receives many IDPs due to the presence of a site of displaced persons -

Mwiruzi. In this site, the majority of IDPs construct small huts from banana leaves or 

straw due to the lack of means to build durable shelters or rent houses. 

 

The IDPs in the Cankuzo province live in poor conditions. Severe malnutrition has been 

observed and exacerbated by a high incidence of malaria becoming endemic in the com-

munes of Mishiha and Gisagara. The conditions in these two communes can be linked to 
the fact that these areas receive large numbers of IDPs from Kirundo. IDPs have fled 

the food insecurity overtaking their province, but unfortunately their living conditions 

have not much changed since their arrival. The IDPs identified by the DTM request ur-

gent assistance.  

Photo 3 : IDP shelter, Mishiha commune (January 2017)  



 

 Sectorial Analysis — Cankuzo 

           SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 

 

 Blankets (70%) are the most needed Non-Food 

Item (NFI) by displaced persons.  

                 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE  

 

 In 70% of visited collines, there are concerns on 

the quality of water. Among these collines visi-   

ted, 30% have concerns about the presence of 

water residue in the water and 30%  have con-

cerns about the smell.  

 To reach the main source of drinking water, the 

majority of displaced persons have to walk more 

than 30 minutes in 60% of collines, and more than 

one (1) hour in 40% of collines.  

                HEALTH 

 

 In all the collines visited (100%), malaria is the 

most recurrent health problem.  

 To reach a health center, the majority of displaced 

households walk more than 30 minutes in 40% of 

collines and more than one hour in 50% of col-

lines.  

 In 70% of collines surveyed, IDPs do not have  

access to medicines.  

     

             FOOD SECURITY 

 

 28% of displaced persons have access to Income 

Generating Activities (IGAs). 

 Agriculture is the main occupation for men and 

women in 60% of collines.  

 In all the collines surveyed, 50% of displaced per-

sons have access to cultivable land while in the 

collines of Rutsindu and Mishiha, in the Mishiha 

commune, respectively 65% and 75% have access 

to cultivable land.  

                  EDUCATION 

 

 Out of 10 collines visited, IDPs report that 

schools are accessible to displaced children in 

only five (5) collines.  

 70% of displaced children attend school  

 85% of children attending school have school 

materials but there are fewer displaced children 

with school materials in the Gatungugwe colline.  

 In 80% of collines, the walking distance to school 

is more than 30 minutes.  

               NUTRITION 

 

 70% of IDPs have one (1) meal per day.  

 In 70% of collines surveyed, farming is the principal 

food source.  

 Malnutrition is not screened in seven (7) collines 

out of the 10 collines surveyed.  

 There is no supplementary food available for preg-

nant women in all the surveyed collines.  

     

                  PROTECTION 

 

 There are 158 women head of households and 

more than 30 head of households in the Mishiha 

commune.  
 

 

 

                 CHILD PROTECTION   

 

 In six (6) collines out of 10 surveyed, child pro-

tection mechanisms exist.  

 The DTM has identified 24 child head of house-

holds. 

     

               GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 

 

 Care services for GBV victims are not available 

in 80% of collines surveyed.  

 In three (3) collines out of 10 surveyed, wood 

collection remains a primary risk for displaced 

women and girls.  

 



Table 3: Province of origin of the displaced population Graphic 15: Displacement period     Graphic 14: Demographic profile of the displaced population 

Graphic 16: Return intentions Graphic 17: Types of housing Graphic 18: Reasons for displacement 

PROVINCE OF ORIGIN IDPs % 

BUJUMBURA MAIRIE 16,421 47% 

GITEGA 16,071 46% 

BUJUMBURA RURAL 2,096 6% 

RUTANA 349 1% 



Graphic 19: Change in the number of IDPs since the launch of DTM activities in Gitega 

GITEGA PROVINCE  

In the province of Gitega, the DTM has identified 34,937 IDPs in January 2017, observing 

an increase of more than 350 IDPs from December 2016 in this province. 41% of IDPs in 

this province are displaced due to natural disasters and 59% due to the current social-

political situation. The Gitega commune has the highest concentration of IDPs within the 

province, with 8,040 IDPs identified in January 2017. Over 5,500 IDPs are being hosted in 

the Makebuko commune, most of whom are in need but lack assistance to rebuild durable 

shelters.  

 

In the Mutaho commune, the DTM noted a 24% increase in the presence IDPs from 1,219 

IDPs in December 2016 to 1,512 IDPs in January 2017. This was due to increased efforts 

made by DTM teams to sensitize IDPs on the utility of the information collected in order 

to assist displaced populations. This commune hosts a group of vulnerable IDPs in the Bu-

rengera colline who were displaced in 2015 due to the heavy rains that caused floods and 

destroyed their homes in the Gwisabi zone. Since their displacement, this population has 

been living in a site where more than 70 individuals have built small huts using sticks, mud, 
and banana leaves to meet shelter needs.  
 

Photo 4: A destroyed house due to the heavy rain, Mutaho Commune (January 2017) 



Sectorial analysis — Gitega 

 Blankets (44%) and kitchen utensils (39%) are the 

most needed Non-food Items (NFIs) by displaced  

persons. 

SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 

 Only 58% of collines  have  trash elimination 

systems, the majority of which are waste pits. 

 There have not been any hygiene awareness 

campaigns in  the  last  three (3) months in al-

most 60% of collines. 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

 Malaria (88% of collines) and malnutrition (11% 

of collines) are the most recurrent health prob-

lems. 

 In 33 (32%) collines, the health center is more 

than one (1) hour walking distance. 

 In 60 (58%) collines, IDPs have difficulty access-

ing medicines. 

HEALTH                     

 Principal food sources for displaced persons are: 

markets (48% of collines) and agriculture (37% of  

collines). 

 In  nearly 65% of collines IDPs are said to have no 

physical access to markets. 

 The principal occupations for both displaced men 

and women are agriculture (63%) and daily work 

(30%). 

FOOD SECURITY 

 In 26 (21%) of the 104 collines, displaced chil-

dren have no access to school. 

 68 % of collines have no access to informal edu-

cational activities. 

 In 104 collines, the majority of displaced children 

must walk 30 minutes to an hour to go to 

school and displaced children in more than 21% 

of collines do not have access to school materi-

als. 

EDUCATION 

 In nearly one (1) colline out of two (2), dis-

placed children are not screened for malnutri-

tion. 

 In only 22% of collines, pregnant women receive 

supplementary food. 

 In half of the collines (50%) IDPs have one (1) 

meal per day. 

NUTRITION 

 In nearly 95% of collines, IDPs possess identity 

documents. 

 2,495 displaced households are headed by women. 

 Host community relations are good in 87% of col-

lines or excellent (11%).  

PROTECTION 

   The DTM has identified a total of 1,296 non-

accompanied and separated minors and 1,265 

child head of households. 

    Child protection mechanisms exist in 57% of 104 

collines surveyed (primarily child protection com-

mittees). 

  

  CHILD PROTECTION 

 While 60% of collines have an accessible report-

ing system for GBV, care services for these vic-

tims exist in less than 30% of collines.  

 

GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 



The DTM is funded with the generous support of the Swiss Agency for Development and 

Coorporation (SDC). 
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Conclusion 

The DTM is available to provide data to the Burundian government and the humanitarian community to orient assistance and provide durable so-

lutions to these vulnerable populations. Data collection on Internally Displaced Persons through the DTM program, in partnership with the Red 

Cross Burundi, continues on a monthly basis. Thanks to the generous donation from CERF, the DTM has received funds for nationwide DTM cov-

erage. As such, data collection has recommenced in the month of February in 11 of 18 provinces.  

CONTACT 

Dara Gbolahan, IOM Burundi, dgbolahan@iom.int, Tel: +257 75 40 04 48 

Facebook: International Organization for Migration – Burundi 

Twitter: @IOM_Burundi 
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