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Bolivia has been suffering from severe flooding due to continuous heavy 

rainfall since January 2014. The flood has threatened 63,000 families. 

Department of Beni, an important livestock city in the northeastern 

Bolivia was one of the hardest hit, where more than 4,700 families have 

to live in temporary accommodation. The Capital of Beni was full of 

flood water in just a few days, causing emergency evacuation of about 

2,700 families. The life of victims was not fully restored even though the 

water level reduced in March.  

 

On March 2, Tzu Chi relief volunteers went to Trinidad, the capital city 

of Beni for evaluation and found the victims in affected areas live in 

poor quality condition. Most victims lost their belongings in a night. 

The local government officials asked for Tzu Chi’s relief aid after 

meeting with the relief team. On May 17, the relief volunteers continued 

the evaluation to ascertain the condition of affected areas, good and 

materials in needs and decided to start relief work on June 1.  

 

Tzu Chi volunteers from three different countries gathered at the City 

Stadium of Trinidad, one of the hardest hit areas to distribute relief 

supplies. With support from the government, Tzu Chi volunteers started 

to distribute relief supplies, including blankets, rice, flour, sugar, oil, 

and medical kits. Local residents came to help transport boxes of 

supplies by relaying them into the field. The provincial government sent 

local security forces to make sure everything go smooth and in order, 

because all these goods were very much needed by the victims. 

 

There are a total six trucks of goods: 68.5 tons of rice, 3000 bags sugar, 

1250 boxes salad oil, 4500 packs macaroni, 3000 medical kits, 5500 

blankets and 3000 buckets, with total value up to USD220,000. 

 

Volunteers Wang Pei Wen said, "Tzu Chi has organized a significant relief 

http://www.tzuchi.org/global/


efforts in the Trinidad city, benefited about 3,000 households. The event 

was led by Bolivian volunteers, Tzu Chi volunteers from Chile and 

Argentina also joined to help.” 

 

The smile on the faces of the local folks was the most rewarding to 

volunteers. 

 

Table below shows the benefited families (3000), distributed goods, 

quantity and budget:  

 

Item/Family size 1-3 person 4-6 persons 
More than 7 

persons 

Rice 20kg 25kg 30kg 

Macaroni 8kg 16kg 16kg 

Salad Oil 5L 5L 5L 

Sugar 5kg 5kg 5kg 

Blanket 
One blanket for every two people according 

to family size 

Medical Kit One for each family 

Bucket One for each family 

Basket One for each family 
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