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The Regional Humanitarian 

Funding Update provides a quar-

terly overview of funding levels 

and trends in the countries of 

the Middle East, North Africa 

and Central Asia region, mainly 

based on data reported to the 

Financial Tracking Service (FTS). 

The FTS is a global, real-time 

database that records all report-

ed international humantiarian 

aid, including that for UN agen-

cies, NGOs, the Red Cross/

Red Crescent Movement, bilat-

eral aid, in-kind aid, and pri-

vate donations. All FTS data are 

provided by donors or recipi-

ent organisations. Reporting 

is easy and it provides visibil-

ity for everyone. More impor-

tantly, a well defined picture of 

needs and gaps contributes to 

a more coordinated approach 

to humanitarian assistsance and 

helps to identify where funding 

gaps exist. For more information, 

please visit http://fts.unocha.org

OCHA does not claim that the figures 

in this Update are fully comprehensive.

Main Findings:
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A p r i l  -  S e p t e m b e r

  » The five active appeals in the Middle East, North Africa and Central Asia region at the end of 
Q3 2011 (Afghanistan, Pakistan Floods, Yemen, oPt and Libya) require a combined US$2.17 
billion in funding. The appeals have received a total of $1.1 billion, or 51 per cent.

  » The Pakistan Floods appeal 2011, requesting US$356 million, is under-funded at slightly 
above 20 per cent. The previous 2010 Pakistan floods appeal requested five times as much 
($1.9 billion) and was 70 per cent funded when it expired in July.

  » The Kyrgyzstan Flash Appeal, asking for US$94 million, came to an end in June 2011 and has 
been 69.7 per cent funded.

  » Individuals, governments and organizations in the MENACA region have generously 
supported the response to the Horn of Africa Crisis with $485 million, overwhelmingly 
through private contributions. In Turkey, $270 million was raised through a telethon.

  » From July to September 2011, the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has injected 
$24.2 million into emergencies in the MENACA region.

More on the status of appeals on   http://www.reliefweb.int/fts
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Overall requirements, funding and gaps per appeal third quarter 2011 in US$ million
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 Photo from Pakistan: Jaspreet Kindra/IRIN
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 Funding from the MENACA region to Humanitarian Appeals worldwide 2011

Aid Flows from the MENACA Region by Donor Aid Flows from the MENACA Region by Recipient
As of October 2011
Amount in Million US$

As of October 2011
Amount in Million US$

US$ 88,460,952

 Million US$  Million US$

The UN and partners launched a Flash Appeal for 
Pakistan on 18 September in response to torrential 
monsoon rains which triggered severe flooding in 
southern Pakistan and affected more than five million 
people.

The Pakistan Rapid Response Plan Floods 2011 is 
requesting US$356 million over the next six months 
but has seen a slow response from donors. The Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has allocated $17.6 
million, bringing total contributions to $81 million (22.7 
per cent) as of mid-October. 

Thousands of people are still in need of life-saving 
assistance such as food and safe drinking water and 
many more have lost their livelihoods and homes. Sindh 
is by far the worst affected province and at the beginning 
of the crisis, the Government reported that 22 out of 
23 districts of Sindh were covered by floodwater.

The Pakistan Rapid Response Plan Floods 2011 was 
launched just two months after the appeal for last year’s 
devastating floods came to a close. The 2010 Pakistan 
Floods Relief and Early Recovery Response Plan, which 
after revisions requested a record US$1.9 billion, 
expired in July 2011, having received over 70 per cent of 
the funds requested. http://pakresponse.info

Appeal Launched in Response to new 
Floods in Pakistan
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The Kyrgyzstan Flash Appeal, asking for US$94 million, 
came to an end in June 2011 and has been 69.7 per 
cent funded. The appeal was launched in response to 
the outbreak of communal violence in the south of 
Kyrgyzstan in June 2010 which led to extensive in-
country displacement and cross-border refugee flows 
to neighbouring Uzbekistan. At the height of the crisis, 
nearly half a million people were affected. The Flash 
Appeal was launched to address the humanitarian 
consequences primarily in the areas of food security, 
shelter, protection, community restoration and health. 

Kyrgyzstan Appeal expires

0               2                4               6                8  

6.6

76

3.4

1

1

0.15

0.025

0.0018Afghanistan

Egypt

Israel

Kuwait

Turkey

Algeria

United Arab 
Emirates

Saudi Arabia

Philippines

Sudan

Central 
African 

Republic

Region

Kenya

Niger

Mali

Yemen

oPt

Somalia

The Appeal was revised 
twice to reflect the 
changing needs on the 
ground. The top donors 
to the appeal were the 
United States, the Central 
Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) and Japan. Also the 
Russian Federation and 
the European Commission 
contributed substantially to 
the Flash Appeal.
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Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)

From July to September 2011, the CERF provided 
funding to countries in the MENACA region 
amounting to $24.2 million from both the Rapid 
Response and the Under-funded Emergencies 
windows. 

During this period, the flood crisis in Pakistan 
was supported with $17.6 million to scale up the 
response in terms of clean water, food, shelter 
and healthcare targeting the most vulnerable 
families living in temporary settlements in the 
eight hardest-hit districts of Sindh. 

Yemen received $8.5 million for a broad range of 
humanitarian interventions including emergency 
health assistance to internally displaced people 
(IDPs) and mass causality management for 
persons injured due to the ongoing uprising. 

Syria received $257,588 to support livelihoods 
and food security of migrant farmers and herders, 
reproductive health services, and medical supplies 
for Palestine refugees.

From January until October 2011, countries 
across the MENACA region have received CERF 
funding amounting to $61.6 million.

Emergencies include the influx of people to Tunisia 
after the outbreak of conflict Libya; the situation of 
Iraqi refugees in Iran; and various projects in the 
occupied Palestinian territories (oPt). 

Countries in the MENACA region are also 
donors to the CERF. In 2011, nine countries 
provided a combined $5 million in funding. 
http://cerf.un.org

The conflict in Libya, now officially over, generated a mass influx of mainly 
migrant workers into Tunisia. The humanitarian response received some $5 
million in CERF support. Photo from Libya: Jeremy Relph/IRIN

Member States & 
Observers

(paid in US$) 2011

Qatar 4,000,000

Kuwait 675,000

Turkey 250,000

United Arab Emirates 50,000

Israel 20,000

Algeria 10,000

Azerbaijan 10,000

Morocco 5,000

Afghanistan 500

Total 5,020,500
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Libya
Syria

Yemen occupied 
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territory 

US$61.5
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Distribution of CERF Funding in MENACA, 2011MENACA Contributions to CERF



 Generous MENACA Support to Horn of Africa Crisis
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Countries in the MENACA region have contributed 
$485 million to the drought and famine crisis in the 
Horn of Africa, primarily to Somalia, according to 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS) statistics. An additional 
$359 million have been pledged to the response.

Of the amount committed, $377 million have been raised 
from individuals in Turkey, Saudi Arabia and United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and through organizations in the Gulf.

The top donations are from “telethons” in Turkey ($270 
million) and Saudi Arabia ($54 million) where private 
individuals, organizations and companies have donated 
through televised fund raising campaigns. In addition, aid 
telethons in the UAE have reportedly raised an additional 
$50 million for the Horn of Africa.

Most of the funds have been channeled bilaterally outside 
the mechanism of humanitarian appeals and directly to 
governments or organizations working in the affected 
countries. However, $60 million have been contributed 

The Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA) Report 2011 has been published by Development Initiatives, an 
independent organization that monitors aid effectiveness. The 105-page report is a comprehensive overview 
of facts, figures and trends in humanitarian financing sourced to a variety of monitoring systems, including the 
Financial Tracking Service managed by OCHA.

The report looks at how much is given to whom and by which countries, how aid is channeled, types of disasters 
and emergencies that attract funding and the context in which humanitarian aid is given. A number of conclusions 
have been extracted by GHA from the data:

The full report is available on the GHA website. www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org

towards the humanitarian appeals in Kenya and 
Somalia, mainly to food assistance.
http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis

Refugees from Somalia waiting to be registered at Dagahaley camp, 
Dadaab, in northern Kenya. Photo: Tom Maruko/IRINPhoto: David 
Ohana/OCHA AVMU

Report highlights extraordinary humanitarian Funding in 2010

• Total international humanitarian response funding 
reached an estimated $16.7 billion in 2010. If this 
estimate is confirmed, it will be the highest amount 
on record in a single year.

• The volume of funds channeled through global 
and country-based pooled humanitarian funds, 
including Common Humanitarian Funds (CHF), 
Emergency Response Funds (ERF) and CERF, 
increased from $583 million in 2006 to $853 
million in 2010. Contributions from non-DAC 
government donors (sometimes referred to as 
non-traditional donors) to these funds increased 
from $4 million in 2009 to $98 million in 2010, 
largely due to contributions to the ERFs in Haiti 
and Pakistan.

• Humanitarian aid is largely long-term in nature 
with around 70 per cent of all funding in 2009 
going to long-term affected countries, mostly in 
sub-Saharan Africa.  Also in 2009, 65 per cent of all 
humanitarian aid went to conflict and post-conflict 
countries and territories.

• In 2009, Sudan remained the largest single 
recipient of humanitarian aid for a fifth consecutive 
year with $1.4 billion.

• Humanitarian assistance is becoming more 
expensive. The cost of food aid has increased by 
more than 40 per cent between 2007 and 2011. 
The price of delivery is also going up as oil prices 
have increased 36 per cent in real terms. 


