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Cameroon: malnutrition levels above emergency threshold among CAR refugees 

Gbiti/Batouri—East Cameroon—Refugees have walked for days, 

weeks, even months, carrying just a small bundle of belongings or 

simply the clothes on their backs. “We had nothing to eat, we drank 
water from streams, no matter if it was clean or dirty,” recalls 
Amadou, who walked for 41 days from the city of Boda in CAR. “My 
two youngest, eight months and two years old, got sick and died 
before we even got to Cameroon,” she says.  

Other refugees tell similar stories. All witnessed terrible violence, 

saw their loved ones perish, lost everything and are alive today 
thanks to humanitarian assistance provided by UN agencies and their 
partners.  

At Gbiti, one of the transit sites run by UNHCR on the border 
between Cameroon and CAR, approximately 13,000 people are 

waiting to be transferred to one of five camps in the country.  

Hunger kills here. Three men wrap a bag containing the small body 

of a three-year-old child that did not survive severe malnutrition. In 
each straw hut, protected from the rain by a tarpaulin, malnourished 
children fight to survive. At least 30 percent of children arriving in 
Gbiti suffer from acute malnutrition, according to data collected upon 
registration of new arrivals.  

To fight malnutrition, WFP has started distributing specialized 
nutritious products to all children under five years of age, regardless 

of their nutritional state. WFP is also supporting children suffering 
from moderate acute malnutrition. General food distributions are 

taking place at all sites.  

The most serious cases are treated by other humanitarian 
organizations and are sometimes transferred to the treatment center 
in Batouri. Despite treatment, however, children are still dying at the 

center; during the month of May, the mortality rate was 24 percent. 
Before the arrival of refugees, the nutrition center in Batouri had 12 
beds. Today the center hosts more than 160 children in tents 
constructed and staffed by humanitarian organizations. WFP provides 
food to caregivers, mothers or relatives who remain with the children 
through their recovery. 

More than 100,000 people have crossed the border between CAR and 

Cameroon since the violence began last December. While the flow of 

refugees has slowed, around 2,000 people still cross the border each 

week. WFP has started an emergency operation and plans to assist 

100,000 people through December. To carry out this operation, WFP 

urgently needs USD 15 million. 

Fabienne Pompey 

Exhausted, hungry and often sick, tens of thousands of people have crossed the border from 

Central African Republic (CAR) into Cameroon. Young children are hit hardest by malnutrition. To 

respond to the crisis, WFP is implementing an emergency operation to feed vulnerable families and 

fight malnutrition, which is proving fatal for people weakened by the cross-border journey.  
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Building livelihoods, strengthening resilience in Burkina Faso 

In Burkina Faso, WFP is working to strengthen the resilience of the poorest communities by reducing their 
vulnerability to shocks such as drought, recurrent floods and high food prices. From water conservation projects 
to agricultural training, these efforts are helping communities across the country escape crisis and sustain 

themselves in the aftermath of shocks. 

WFP is implementing asset creation activities in six of Burkina’s 13 regions, including Sahel, North, East, Central 
West, North Central and Central East. Projects include the creation of stone bunds, half moons and zai, 
structures, techniques that help retain water and protect crops from erosion.  

Jean-Charles Dei, WFP Representative in Burkina Faso, emphasizes the dual impact of these cash transfer 

activities. “In addition to the immediate results of these projects, including increased agricultural production and 
improved living conditions, activities help to strengthen the resilience of targeted communities.” 

Seydou Ramde, a facilitator for WFP’s partner “Organisation Evangelique pour le Developpement” in the Sanguie 
province of Burkina’s Central West region, echoed Dei’s support for the project. “Vegetable production is 
possible even with only a little water. We encourage WFP to support these kinds of activities because here—as 
well as elsewhere—there is limited groundwater. We expect to reduce unemployment in the targeted rural areas 
during the dry season (October to April).” 

WFP’s Purchase for Progress initiative is also increasing productivity by strengthening the production and 

marketing capacity of smallholder farmers. Support from WFP and its partners has allowed smallholders to sell 
their surplus to WFP for distribution to vulnerable people. The participants also gain access to credit as well as 
inputs and agricultural tools.  

Between 2009 and 2013, WFP has purchased 4,580 mt of cereals from smallholder farmers—including 72 
percent women—for a total of USD 1.65 million (825 million F CFA). 85,000 farmers (56 percent women) have 
also benefited from training in agricultural techniques, quality, storage,  farm management and gender.  

Cash-for-Assets activities are carried out in collaboration with the government and thanks to generous donations 

from Italy, United Kingdom, Finland and USAID 

To continue these activities, WFP needs a total of USD 26.5 million. Due to a lack of funds, these interventions 
may not resume after the rainy season in September, compromising the success of the initiative and potentially 
losing progress already made. Burkina Faso faces a difficult lean season this year, as households in several 
regions have already depleted their food stocks  

Célestine Ouedraogo 
 

Thanks to financial support from the Government of Japan, WFP has implemented a “Food-for-Work” 
project that has enabled more than 1,500 to rehabilitate dry, unproductive land for rice production. 
Japan has already funded similar projects in six West African countries (Cote d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, 
Guinea-Bissau, Mali and Senegal), and a new project has just started in Liberia and Sierra Leone.  
 

 WFP is carrying out a number of activities to support rural populations in Burkina Faso and strengthen 

their resilience to shock. A lack of funding, however, threatens the continuation of these programmes.  



Fleeing violence attributed to the Islamist sect Boko Haram in Nigeria, thousands of people have found 

refuge in Niger, where they are receiving assistance from WFP and other humanitarian organizations. 
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GUESSERE, DIFFA REGION - A river separates 

Gachakara, a village in Nigeria, from Guesséré, a village 

just across the border in Niger were thousands have 

found refuge. Since 2013, the population in Gachakara 

has been the target of violent attacks attributed to the 

group Boko Haram.  

Yagan Kiari, 35 and mother of seven children, was living 

there until “armed men attacked, looted and burned 

stores and homes,” she recounts. “Many people died.” 

Population doubled in Guesséré 

The community has suffered four attacks in 

three months. “After each attack, the 

assailants promised to return, and they always 

did. We couldn’t take it anymore and were 

forced to leave,” explains Danwa Murima, one 

of Gachakara’s patriarchs.  

Today Gachakara is nearly empty. Those who 

were able have taken refuge on the other side 

of the river, doubling the population of 

Guesséré, home to 1,000 people before the 

crisis.  

“The people of Guesséré have been very 

welcoming. They gave us something to eat and 

a place to stay. Humanitarian organizations 

are also helping us,” says Yagana Kiari, one of 

the first people to cross the border.  

Since the start of the crisis in 2013, WFP has 

been providing food and nutritional assistance 

to refugees.  

WFP has started providing assistance that will 

reach 24,000 people in May, including host populations 

who already live in precarious conditions and are 

affected by food insecurity.  

After the rainy season, households that meet selection 

criteria will also work projects that promote self-

sufficiency—including construction of ponds, recovery of 

degraded land and rehabilitation of rural road 

networks—in exchange for food or cash. 

The influx continues 

The number of refugees continues to rise. “WFP-Niger 

has the operational capacity to increase assistance for 

refugees and returnees in Diffa. However, we are facing 

a lack of financial resources that limits our 

interventions, particularly with the approach of the lean 

season, when conditions worsen,” says Benoit Thiry, 

WFP Representative in Niger. 

As long as violence continues in northern Nigeria, 

refugees will be unlikely to return, and the humanitarian 

community fears their numbers will continue to 

increase.  

Vigno Hounkanli  

(article and photos) 

Thousands of Nigerians seek refuge in fragile areas of Niger 
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The Regional Office for West Africa oversees 19 Country Offices, providing strategic 
guidance, training and support in programming, logistics, resource mobilisation, public 
information, human resources and ICT.  The Regional Office also coordinates with UN 

sister agencies, humanitarian partners and donors.  

In brief In northern Mali, many more children are finishing the school year than started it. This 

is in part thanks to school meals from WFP, funded by the European Commission’s 

Humanitarian Organization (ECHO).  

BAMAKO—As security began to improve in Mali in 2013, the government 
started looking towards post-war recovery, including an ambitious back-to-

school campaign. Under the title “Peace is back, school is back,” the campaign 
aims to help 500,000 children get back to school and back on track after 
conflict disrupted their education. 

WFP’s emergency school feeding programme aims to ensure that children can 

count on regular, healthy meals and get the micronutrients they need. By 
providing children two meals a day at school, parents know their children 
return home with not only an educated mind, but a full belly as well. 

Positive results 

Since December 2013, enrolment has increased by nearly 20 percent in the 

617 schools WFP assists in northern Mali. While school feeding is not the only 
explanation for this increase, partners and educators alike say it makes a 
significant difference. 

“I can tell you that lots of my friends and I come to school regularly thanks to 
the canteen,” explains Ousamane Soumaila, a sixth grade student from Gao 
city. “It also encourages students to come on time because we know we’ll get 

breakfast when we arrive,” he adds.  

The principal of the primary school in the village of Dendedjer (Timbuktu 

region) says that few children attended school before WFP started providing 
school meals. Since announcing that school meals would resume, the number 
of students enrolled has increased significantly. “Out of our 123 students, 122 
have perfect attendance. The meals have really improved attendance and 
encouraged children to arrive on time,” he says. 

WFP’s partners have also stressed the importance of school meals in creating a 
sense of normalcy in the children’s lives. “Parents really appreciate WFP’s 
school feeding programme. From their point of view, it is a stabilizing factor in 
every sense,” said a WFP partner in a recent report. 

In Mali, particularly in the North, the barriers to education are numerous: lack 

of teachers, damaged schools and chores at home can all contribute to the 
decision to keep a child at home.  

Even before the crisis, the education situation in Mali was difficult. According to 
national statistics, just 33 percent of adults can read.  

Thanks to funding from the European Union (ECHO), WFP is feeding 130,000 
children through its emergency school meals programme in Gao and Timbuktu. 

As the security situation improves and schools are rebuilt to meet safety and 
quality criteria, WFP will continue to scale up school feeding. In 2014, WFP 
expects to feed 200,000 children in northern Mali.  

Krystle van Hoof  

WFP helps children get back to school in Mali 

 

 SAHEL/RAINFALL– Forecasts in 

the Sahel indicate that rainfall 
is likely to be lower in 2014 
compared to last year, 
particularly in the western 
regions of the Sahel.   

 SAHEL/MARKETS– The price of 

dry cereals (millet and 
sorghum) remains high in April 
and is above five-year 
averages.  

 IVORY COAST– The food 

security situation in the North 
and West of the country has 
improved, in part thanks to a 
number of agricultural 
development projects and 
humanitarian assistance. 
However, approximately two 
percent of the population is still 
in crisis, and more than 3 

million are vulnerable (Cadre 
Harmonisé, March 2014).  

 THE GAMBIA– Thanks to a 

Japanese contribution of USD 
3.5 million, WFP is 
implementing a programme to 
treat malnutrition, targeting 
60,000 children and pregnant 
and nursing women.  

 CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC– 

Food security has deteriorated 
in Central African Republic. 
Stocks are low and prices are 
rising (30 percent on average) 
compared to last year. The 
most affected areas—Ouham 
and Ouham Pende—are in 
emergency phase. These are 
also areas in which security 

incidents have been most 
frequent (IPC, April 2014). 

WFP/Daouda Guirou 
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