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HIGHLIGHTS 
• Inter-communal violence 

in Meikhtia displaced over 

12,000 people.  

• The Government reports 

that the total estimated 

number of IDPs in 

Rakhine amounts to over 

125,000 people.  

•  Over 83,000 people are 

estimated to have been 

displaced by conflict in 

Kachin and northern Shan 

States.  

 

FUNDING 

US$67.6 
million 
requested for Rakhine 
emergency (July 2012 to 
June 2013).  
 

58% funded  
  

A Kachin Plan is 
under revision 
 

 
Inter-communal violence displaces over 12,000 
people in Meiktila, Mandalay Region  

The inter-communal violence erupted on 20 March with an argument in a gold shop in 
Meikhtila, Mandalay Region and rapidly escalated into large-scale clashes in other towns in 
the country. The Ministry of Home Affairs on 29 March reported that 43 people died and 86 
were injured in 15 affected townships across the country, with 1,355 buildings damaged or 
destroyed. Of the over 12,000 displaced at the beginning of the unrest, more than 8,400 
remain in seven camps in Meikhtila as of 10 April. Some people have relocated from camps 
to settle with family members whilst others have returned to their homes. Starting on 6 April, 
family members have been allowed to return to their properties and search for their personal 
belongings before the debris and land is cleared in preparation for rebuilding.   

On 2 April, unconfirmed reports from local residents estimated 3,000 IDP may be sheltering 
in Yin Daw within Meikhtila township and more located in Sue Lay Kone in Myit Tahr 
township. Agencies are on stand-by to proceed with assessment to these areas, in 
collaboration with the government.  

Government scales up security measures as violence spreads to other towns 

Although the situation in Meikhtila is gradually returning to normal, tensions remain in other 
parts of the country with reported security incidents in March in Gyobingauk, Nattalin, 
Okpho, Thegon, Yamethin (65km south of Meikhtila) and Zigon in Bago Region and some 
places in Yangon, prompting the Government to announce curfew in seven townships of 
Bago Region (Min Hla, Moenyo, Okpho, Nattalin, Gyobingauk, Zigon and Thegon) in 
addition to four affected townships in Meikhtila, where the state of emergency has been 
declared, and application of ‘Law 188’ (closure of public places at 21:00hrs) in Tamwe, 
Mingalar Taung Nyunt, Tharkata townships of Yangon. 

In an effort to restore stability and deter further spreading of violence to other places, 
additional security forces have been deployed in all affected locations. On 28 March, 
President U Thein Sein warned that force was a last resort to suppress the current riot in the 
country and to protect people's lives. The President vowed to take all necessary and 
effective actions to stop violence in accordance with the constitution and existing laws, 
warning that all perpetrators of violence will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 
According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a total of 142 suspects in connection with the 
recent unrest have been detained and are under investigation.  

On 30 March, the President formed a 10-member Central Emergency Management 
Committee led by the Minister of Home Affairs to tackle the current rioting in places across 
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the country. The committee is tasked with ensuring effective cooperation between the 
security forces and regional governments in making swift response to riots, preventing 
sectarian and religious riots and exposing main instigators. 

Assessments underscore pressing needs in the affected locations 

Since the beginning of the unrest, 
the Government has been 
provided food and water to the 
displaced, through the Ministry of 
Social Welfare, Relief and 
Resettlement. The Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (MRCS) and the 
Ministry of Health are providing 
health assistance in the affected 
locations. ICRC has deployed to 
the area to support MRCS efforts 
and has provided shelter 
materials. Private donors have 
also supported those affected through the recently established committees for peace and 
stability in the Mandalay region. 

An inter-agency rapid needs assessment was carried out from 24 to 31 March in 20 
locations, following a Government request to Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator 
(RC/HC) in Myanmar - Mr. Ashok Nigam.  The assessment targeted 12,800 IDPs. Findings 
indicated that urgent needs remained in food, shelter, non-food-items (NFIs) including 
clothes, water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) sectors in the assessed locations.  

At the time of the assessment, the respondents from 85 per cent of the assessed locations 
(17 camps) were relied on food aid while 30 per cent (six camps) did not have access to 
markets. Health assistance was also a concern as 36 per cent (seven camps) did not have 
access to health facilities in their locations of displacement. Despite ongoing shelter 
assistance, about 40 per cent (eight camps) did not have access to suitable shelter. 
Approximately 60 per cent (12 camps) reported limited access to drinking water and 17 per 
cent (three camps) did not have access to functioning latrines. The Government and 
partners have reviewed these issues and are working to improve conditions on a daily basis 
until people can return to there homes. 

So far, OCHA has issued three Situation Updates containing detailed information which can 
be found on the MIMU and ReliefWeb sites.  Updates will be issued when new information is 
available.  Main sector highlights are contained below. 

Inter-agency rain preparedness plan developed 
for Rakhine 
The inter-communal violence in June and October 2012 has resulted in at least 125,000 
people who continue to be displaced across Rakhine in April 2013. However, the number of 
people affected by the crisis is much higher with several thousands of displaced people who 
are yet to be registered. Nine months after the violence, a majority of IDPs remain in 
makeshift camps located in paddy fields or in areas which will be inundated during the 
upcoming rainy season due to begin in May. Access to livelihood and basic services remains 
limited due to continued restrictions on movement and unresolved return options.   

In view of protracted displacement and potential deterioration of humanitarian situation due 
to the upcoming monsoon and possibility for further violence, humanitarian partners, in 
collaboration with the Government, developed the inter-agency preparedness plan for 
Rakhine. The plan aims to address preparedness and response actions with specific 

 
An IDP camp in Meikhtila. Photo: UNOCHA 

Special Adviser to the 
Secretary-General for 
Myanmar (SASG), Mr. Vijay 
Nambiar visited Myanmar 
from 21-25 March. During 
his visit, the Special Adviser 
stressed the need for firm 
action from the government 
to punish the offenders in 
accordance with the law 
and to take all possible 
measures to prevent the 
spread of communal 
violence in the country. The 
Special Adviser also 
stressed the strong 
sympathy and support of 
the Secretary-General to 
the affected communities 
amid their suffering and the 
full readiness of the UN 
agencies to continue 
meeting the relief and 
rehabilitation needs of the 
victims. 

“I am deeply concerned with 
the violence and loss of 
lives and property in 
Meiktila Township, 
Mandalay Division. 
Prevention of such incidents 
must be given top priority. In 
addition to ardent efforts by 
the religious and political 
leaders and the authorities 
to calm the situation, I call 
upon all parties in the unrest 
in Meiktila to exercise the 
utmost tolerance and 
restraint within their 
communities.” 

Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator 
in Myanmar Dr. Ashok 
Nigam  
(Statement on unrest in 
Meikhtila, 21 March) 
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sector/cluster response plans for two scenarios: 1) a potential natural hazard such as 
cyclone which would affect over 260,000 people across Rakhine and 2) potential 
deterioration of humanitarian situation in the rainy season, in particular for camps located in 
paddy fields which will be flooded once the rains start.  

IDPs urgently need appropriate temporary shelters before the rainy season 

Through the elaboration of the 
response plan for natural and 
man-made disasters, partners 
identified priorities and concrete 
action points to be undertaken 
before the rainy season in order 
to minimize risk. The plan 
highlights immediate shelter 
needs of some 69,000 IDPs 
before the rains come as their 
existing shelters are located in 
flood-prone areas or paddy fields 
or in shelters that will not 
withstand the rains. Of particular 
concern is the situation of 13 IDP 
locations in Sittwe (40,000 IDPs), Pauktaw (20,000 IDPs) and Myebon (3,900 IDPs) which 
will naturally be flooded during the rainy season. Another 5,000 IDPs are urgently in need of 
proper shelters, which can resist rains and wind. The plan stresses the immediate need for 
construction of shelters for those IDPs as floods in the rainy season will result in serious 
deterioration of health, water and sanitation conditions in the camps. Overflowing of latrines 
and lack of proper drainage will also increase risks of water-borne diseases.   

Strengthened collaboration between Government and partners yields positive 
way forward 

To ensure commitments from stakeholders to support implementation of activities, the plan 
was discussed with different government ministries (including the Ministries of Border 
Affairs, of Population and Immigration and of President Office), humanitarian partners and 
donors.   

During a coordination meeting on implementation for peace and stability in Rakhine, chaired 
by the Minister of Border Affairs and the Rakhine State Chief Minister on 6 April, the RC/HC 
highlighted priority actions. The nine action points outlined in the Rakhine plan include  

• Allocation of suitable land for provision of shelter and WASH facilities; 
• Registration of IDPs across Rakhine; 
• Increased provision of life-saving health services; 
• Allocation of land for construction of temporary learning spaces; 
• Creation of livelihood opportunities that will promote reconciliation efforts; 
• Increased Government coordination capacity in Sittwe; 
• Facilitation of fast-track procedures including for travel permissions and import of relief 

supplies; 
• Actions to be undertaken against those intimidating humanitarian workers; 
• Committed funding from the Government and donors.  

The 6 April meeting also prioritized the areas to be urgently implemented by the Government 
and partners active in Rakhine before the rainy season, including land allocation, provision 
of shelter and WASH facilities especially in Myebon and Pauktaw and increased access to 
livelihood opportunities.  

 
IDP camps in paddy field need to be relocated 
Photo: UNOCHA 
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A separate meeting between the Minister of Immigration and Population and the 
international community on 9 April also resulted in positive collaboration and opportunities 
for joint advocacy as well as a joint field visit to Rakhine. During the meeting, the Minister of 
Immigration stated that the community segregation is not the policy of the Government and 
committed to provide necessary security for aid workers operating in Rakhine, highlighting 
that harassment to humanitarian workers will not be tolerated and all measures will be put in 
place to ensure smooth continuation of humanitarian operations. While commitment was 
made to address a number of issues of concerns raised by the international community, 
including support for establishment of emergency coordination centre (ECC) in Sittwe and 
elaboration a long term plan, the Minister pledged to conduct registration of IDPs across 
Rakhine in late April, which is a prerequisite for partners operational planning.  

In March, the President formed a Central Committee for Peace and Development in Rakhine 
chaired by the Vice President, along with formation of six sub-committees to focus on 
specific areas including stability and rule of law, security and territorial domination, 
immigration and citizenship, socio economic development, collaboration with UN and INGOs 
and strategic planning. The commission is tasked to address immediate needs before the 
rainy season, scale up rehabilitation works and develop short-term and long term strategies, 
including elaboration of plan to resolve issues through reconciliation.   

Access to all affected locations is crucial in 
Kachin 
Despite the resumption of peace 
negotiation between the 
Government and Kachin 
Independence Organization (KIO), 
sporadic security incidents continue 
to be reported in several locations 
across Kachin. As of end March, the 
number of registered IDPs in Kachin 
and in northern Shan reached over 
83,000, including some 47,000 (56 
per cent) in areas beyond the 
Government controlled. This 
number, however, does not include 
the entire IDP caseload in northern 
Shan, nor IDPs living with host 
families. 

Many of the IDPs have now been displaced for a prolonged period of time, some for over 20 
months, triggering renewed and additional needs for provision of basic services and 
protection. Partners report that the most urgent needs in displaced communities before the 
rainy season include improved shelter and WASH facilities and NFIs. In March the dry 
season began with reports of water sources running dry in some areas, and in many camps 
a limited number of latrines and poor hygiene practices which pose health risks to the 
displaced communities. Furthermore, limited livelihoods opportunities cause further 
protection concerns, with IDPs increasingly engaging in high-risk employment, including 
cultivation of land located in high-risk areas.  

In March, the President’s Office granted permission to deliver relief aid to six locations, 
including one location in areas beyond the Government’s control. While advocacy for full and 
unimpeded access to all locations continues unabated, partners on the ground continue 
discussions with the Kachin State Government and a military liaison officer within the office 

Partners are committed 
and will continue to 
deliver assistance in 
accordance with the 
humanitarian principles 
of humanity, impartiality, 
neutrality and 
operational 
independence. 
However, unhindered 
and sustained access to 
all people in need is 
required, with parties to 
the conflict guaranteeing 
safe and unimpeded 
passage for relief and 
those delivering it. 
Delivery of humanitarian 
assistance must be 
treated separately and 
not linked to political 
negotiations between 
parties to the conflict. 
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1,282,810 1,336,520
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Kingdom
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Kachin emergency response
since Oct 2011 to date

Response Plan US$36 million 
Contributions and pledges US$ 32million

Required US$4million  (11%)

of northern command to ensure fast-track bureaucratic procedures and to make security and 
logistic arrangements. The first convoy is expected to be departed in the third week of April.  

Critical funding requirements  
The November Rakhine 
Response Plan amounts, as of 
end March, to some US$39.5 
million out of the $68 million 
required. Partners need an 
additional $28.5 million (42 per 
cent) to provide life-saving 
assistance. Funding and 
material short-falls are 
particularly critical as 
preparedness ahead of the 
monsoon needs to be stepped 
up to reduce further suffering of 
those affected by the crisis 
through the prioritized preparedness plan which focuses on the next three months. 

 
The March 2012 to February 2013 
Kachin Response Plan is being 
revised to cover humanitarian 
requirements and to reflect changes 
in the situation. The plan is expected 
to be ready in mid April and extend 
to the end of 2013. 

 The previous plan called for $35.8 
million to provide life-saving 
assistance for over 85,000 people, 
of which so far $32 million has been 
pledged. 

 

 

 

Meikhtika sectoral needs and response 

   FOOD 
 Inter-agency rapid assessment recognized regular distribution of 
commodities such as rice, pulses, oil, and salt, to guarantee standards of 

assistance as a major food need. Blended food for lactating and pregnant women is also 
prioritized.  The WFP team is in place and coordinating the distribution with other agencies. 
WFP has distributed to allocations 15 day rations to all displaced persons, this includes 
1,000 bags of rice, 4,164 bottles of edible oil, 28 bags of salt, and 46 bags of nutrition 
powder. Save the Children supplied 10,500 packages of dried noodles. Other food is being 
distributed by private donors, community based organizations and Government (mainly in 
the form of rice and instant noodles or snacks).  

Sectoral Needs and Response (as of end March 2013) 

 



Myanmar Humanitarian Bulletin | 6 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Report compiled by UNOCHA with Humanitarian Country Team partners’ contribution. 

www.unocha.org 

 HEALTH  
No report of disease outbreak has been reported so far. Kyauske and Mandalay hospitals 
and Public Health Care Department of the Ministry of Health are providing services to all 
locations with the support of MRCS and UNICEF. UNICEF has agreed to be the focal 
agency for the Meikhtila response; MRCS provides transfer of patients from the camps to 
the hospitals as required and is operating camp-based health awareness campaigns on 
issues such as heatstroke. Furthermore, MRCS will follow up on TB/HIV patients for 
continuous medical support. AAM plans to support delivery support and materials for 
pregnant and lactating women, toilet pan and wheel chair for disabled person.    

 PROTECTION 
Psycho-social support is highlighted as a major protection need by Government and 
humanitarian agencies. Action Aid and Save the Children have focused on provision of 
psycho –social activities and support through resourcing support centers in all camps. 
MRCS and Save the Children in collaboration with the Department of Social Welfare are 
operating a Family Restoration project for any separated children.  Child Protection 
Assessment has been completed and the report will be circulated by UNICEF in the coming 
days. Given the emphasis on psycho-social needs, a training session is scheduled on 10-12 
April with support of the Department of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement (DSWRR) 
and ActionAid for 41 volunteers and staff from ActionAid, Save the Children, DSWRR, and 
MRCS.  

 SHELTER and NFIs  
As of 10 April, over 8,400 IDPs remain in seven camps in Meikhtila. Temporary shelter is 
prioritized for those in the Stadium and those, in other locations, living in open shelter and 
who lost their homes. As current IDP populations move between shelter locations, the need 
for coordination and registration remains a high priority. A total of 1,192 households have 
received NFI kits and CESVI and UNICEF will provide further assistance to any IDP gaps. 
UNICEF 200 tarpaulins, 400 ropes for use in the Stadium; MRCS has provided 20 family 
tents, 400 jerry cans, 200 tarpaulins, 1,000 blankets, and 1,000 mosquito nets. ADRA and 
People in Need have distributed a total of 1,170 mosquito nets and UNHCR will fill any gap if 
needed relating to family tents for those sheltering in the Stadium. ICRC has deployed to the 
area to support MRCS efforts and has provided shelter materials. Save the Children have 
begun establishing distribution committees in seven camps.  

 WATER, SANITATION and HYGIENE  

Availability and use of a water purification method and sanitary latrines, including the 
segregation for women’s safety and dignity is needed. Bathing facilities are limited in some 
camps and those that do are not separated for men and women. With the rainy season 
approaching, hygiene promotion was identified as a concern. People in Need have 
distributed 400 hygiene kits in addition to MRCS provision of 2,000 hygiene kits and 1,500 
dignity kits with the support of UNFPA. UNICEF will coordinate with MRCS to provide 
hygiene kits to all families in all locations. Save the Children has provided 103 hygiene kits 
and 12,030 bottles of drinking water. The Government has begun construction of some 
latrines for the Stadium. ADRA will supply 10, 400 gallon water containers and 100 bathing 
cups over the coming days.  

Government has been providing bottled water in major camps. UNICEF, in collaboration with 
Department of Development Affairs (DDA), has constructed 90 low cost latrines (5 per 
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building). UNICEF, Save the Children, CESVI, Action Aid, AMDA, and AVSI are coordinating 
for latrine construction in the remaining locations, their assessment, based on the Sphere 
Standard, will be finalized once figures of the IDPs for each location is known after the 
current closure of monasteries and movement from the schools to the training centers. 

Supplies of bottled drinking water are currently being sourced as private donation will 
continue only until the end of the festive season (water festival). Water storage containers 
need to be installed in major camps and water trucking organized. Findings from the WASH 
Assessment indicate the critical needs are domestic water use, purification supplies, 
particularly during the upcoming rainy season, water storage facilities, bathing facilities, 
hygiene kits, semi-permanent latrines, hand washing facilities for latrine use, solid waste 
disposal systems, drainage construction and hygiene promotion.  

 

Rakhine sectoral needs and response 
 EDUCATION 

According to the Rakhine State Government, a total of 22 schools (14 in 
Sittwe, seven in Kyauktaw and one in Myebon) are yet to be reopened.  
Out of 19,336 students registered to take matriculation examinations, 
17,361 (90 per cent) took the exams across Rakhine. The government 

also made arrangements for some 9,000 primary and middle school children in temporary 
camps to take final examinations. In preparation for the next school year which is due to 
begin in June, partners are scaling up their response to cover the gaps to ensure timely 
resumption of education services across Rakhine.  

UNICEF conducted a six-day teacher training programme, benefitting 45 volunteer teachers 
in Sittwe, 14 in Minbya and nine in Mrauk U. Similar training will be organised in Pauktaw in 
April. A total of 25 temporary schools will be constructed for some 1,500 primary students in 
Sittwe, Minbya and Pauktaw to improve access to education. The trained volunteer teachers 
who will take charge in teaching at those schools will be provided with salaries. Other 
learning materials such as text book for Grade one to five, 100 school kits, 100 recreational 
kits, 5,000 sets of Essential Learning Package (ELP) will be distributed in targeted camps 
once the schools open in June.  

   FOOD 
In northern Rakhine State, there is 
a slight decrease in the price of 
some food commodities, such as 
rice and palm oil due to the low 
purchasing power of communities 
resulting from restricted movement 
and lack of livelihood opportunities, 
which pose risks of potential aid 
dependency. At the same time, 
villagers who are facing movement 
restrictions have also started 
moving to the camps as they lack adequate access to labor opportunities or markets. In 
March, WFP distributed a total of 2,100 MT of food to over 126,000 IDPs throughout 
Rakhine. Following a request of the Government and verification, WFP began distributions in 
March to reach nearly 800 additional people in Kyauktaw, Mrauk U, and Minbya townships. 
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1,500  
SAM children 

reached 

2,300  
MAM children 

reached 

WFP, CDN, and Save the Children are also exploring the use of cash transfers around 
Sittwe to revive markets and encourage greater movement outside of camps.  

 HEALTH  
In partnership with the Department of Health, WHO and UNICEF supported Polio 
vaccination campaign to cover 12 affected townships in Rakhine where routine immunization 
activities were interrupted since the beginning of the conflict in Rakhine. Out of 335,860 (0-
59 months old children) targeted to be vaccinated, the first round covered 325,826 (97 per 
cent).  

A total of 5,600 IDPs including over 500 children under-five from Sittwe, Pauktaw, Kyauktaw, 
Mrauk U, Minbya and Myebon were reached by UNICEF/MHAA’s life-saving curative and 
preventive health care services. Over 2,100 IDPs received health education in the affected 
locations. In Sittwe and Rathedaung, UNFPA/MMA continues to provide reproductive health 
care through its two static clinics and three mobile teams, covering both IDPs and the host 
communities there. UNFPA/MMA conducted a five-days ToT on Minimum Initial Service 
Package (MISP) sensitization for 22 medical doctors. The MISP trainings were organised in 
Sittwe, Kyauktaw, Minbya and Mrauk U townships to help partners identify needs and ways 
to provide reproductive services to the affected people. In an effort to strengthen the existing 
health facilities, UNFPA provided Emergency Reproductive Health kits and other medical 
supplies to Sittwe Hospital, State Health Department, Dar Pai emergency hospital and 
Myanmar Medical Association. Similar supplies will be distributed in the remaining areas 
before rainy season starts. A women friendly space was established in Sittwe to provide 
health education as well as counseling and referral services.  

 NUTRITION 

In collaboration with the State Health Nutrition Team and 
Department of Health, nutrition partners are scaling up their 
responses including management of acute malnutrition, 
micronutrient supplementation and infant feeding in 
emergency. Screening for acute malnutrition has reached over 
31,100 children (aged 6-59 months) in the affected locations. 
Approximately 1,500 severe acute malnourished and 2,300 
moderately acute malnourished children have been admitted to 
therapeutic and supplementary feeding programs. Moreover, 
over 5,000 pregnant lactating women and 11,100 under five 
children received micronutrient supplements. Although routine 
Vitamin A supplementation programme has covered urban camps, similar intervention 
remains needed in IDP camps in rural areas. Since the affected people in Rakhine are highly 
vulnerable to malnutrition, according to pre-existing and recent assessment data, a 
coordinated and timely response is crucial to improve infant and young child caring practices 
in the community, access to safe water supply and utilization of health care services.  

 SHELTER and NFIs  
In view of upcoming monsoon which is due to begin in May, proper shelters are urgently 
needed for IDPs across Rakhine. Partners estimated that a total of 69,000 IDPs need urgent 
shelter support before the rains come as their existing shelters are located in flood-prone 
areas or paddy fields. Of particular concern is the situation of IDP locations in Sittwe (40,000 
IDPs), Pauktaw (20,000 IDPs) and Myebon (3,900 IDPs) which will naturally be flooded 
during the rainy season. Another 5,000 IDPs are urgently in need of proper shelters, which 
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can resist rains and wind. Shelter partners are in discussion with the Government for 
allocation of suitable land to start shelter construction immediately. According to the Rakhine 
State Government, over 800 shelter units have been constructed by the Government and 
partners to date. The State Government estimated that an additional 1,500 long shelters 
remains needed to settle all IDP across Rakhine.  

 PROTECTION 
Protection Working Group (PWG) continues to facilitate monitoring of protection issues 
especially in camps in the remote areas and scale up their advocacy efforts to ensure 
voluntary return and safe relocation of IDPs. In March, PWG successfully advocated the 
move of IDPs from Bu May Ohn, an area close to the beach, to nearby IDP locations, where 
better access to services is in place. In an effort to address specific protection needs of the 
children, a total of Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) are operated by Save the Children, covering 
over 12,800 children to access to psychosocial support and recreational activities in a safe 
area in Sittwe and Pauktaw townships. A key challenge faced by the child protection sub-
sector is the lack of child protection actors present in the field, which limits the outreach, 
scope, and interventions.  

 WATER, SANITATION and HYGIENE  

WASH partners estimated that their 
interventions have reached over 118,000 
people across Rakhine. The community 
resistance continues to hamper provision 
of services to the affected locations. In 
March, the delivery of water from Sittwe to 
Pauktaw, where water sources are already 
drying up and water delivery continues to 
be needed until the rains start in late May, 
has been disrupted due to community’s 
threats to transporters. While advocacy 
efforts are ongoing with the community to 
cease intimidation, WASH partners are in 
discussions the Development Minister and 
the Security Minister to explore options 
including continuation of water transport 
until a Water Treatment Equipment is fully operational to ensure an independent water 
source to the camp community in Pauktaw. Provision of WASH facilities in other affected 
locations continues. In March, WASH partners built 253 latrines and 73 bathing places, 
installed 31 hand pumps and 72 water storage tanks and repaired 41 hand pumps across 
the affected townships.  

 Kachin sectoral needs and response 
 EDUCATION 

Due to instability and protected displacement, school children in the 
Government’s control areas and those beyond have a varying access to 
education facilities.  A comprehensive assessment for education sector 
is crucial to capture the number of children in need of education support 
and the absorption capacity of the existing education facilities to 

 
Access to proper latrines remains a priority in camps in 
Rakhine.  
Photo: UNOCHA 
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determine the gap. In non-Government-controlled areas, volunteer teachers have been used 
to maintain education services for IDP children, however, financial support for these 
teachers is needed to ensure continuation of the programme. Other resources including 
Temporary Learning Spaces (TLS), school supplies and support for transportation between 
camps and schools are needed to improve access to education.   

To date, the education sector has provided learning materials to over 15,000 IDPs attending 
primary school, and has provided Early Childhood Development (ECD) kits to 5,000 children 
under-5 in the affected locations. Additionally, 11 ECD centres have been established which 
support over 700 children, and at least 30 TLS have been established, with latrine facilities.  

  FOOD 
In March, WFP undertook an 
assessment of needs and 
assistance in 17 WFP-assisted 
camps in seven townships in Kachin 
(Bhamo, Mansi, Moegaung, 
Momauk, Moenyin, Myitkyina, and 
Waingmaw). Preliminary analysis 
shows that the households in the 
assessed camps have an adequate 
diet, and no hunger was reported. 
Adequate access to agricultural and 
labour opportunities in the surrounding areas also enabled them to access food in addition to 
the assistance provided by WFP. 

In February, NGOs reported food distributions in areas beyond the Government’s control 
reached 41,000 people with 400 MT of food. NGOs also reported that an additional 11,200 
beneficiaries were assisted with 58 million kyat (approximately US$68,200), mostly in areas 
where WFP had provided food assistance. WFP and partners reached 38,600 beneficiaries 
with 630 MT of food in the Government-controlled areas in February. In mid-March, WFP 
began prepositioning food for up to four months in parts of northern and eastern Shan Shan 
States, ahead of the rainy season when roads will become inaccessible. 

 SHELTER and NFI  
In view of the increasing number of IDPs over the past months as well as the upcoming rainy 
season, shelters are urgently needed, particularly in areas beyond the Government’s control 
area, where most of the temporary shelters were provided as far back as 2011 and are no 
longer in good enough condition to withstand rains and wind. From March 2012 to February 
2013, UNHCR and local partners constructed 4,600 temporary shelter units and 700 
communal spaces across the affected townships in Kachin. DRC also built over 1,100 
temporary family units in accessible locations. Shelter partners estimated that an additional 
2,500 family unit remains needed for some 10,000 IDPs across Kachin.  

 WATER, SANITATION and HYGIENE 
The WASH situation continues to be a concern, particularly in areas beyond the 
Government’s control, with reports of inadequate WASH facilities and limited access to safe 
drinking water. Since the beginning of the crisis, partners have been building temporary and 
semi-permanent latrines all accessible locations across Kachin. The increasing numbers of 
IDPs, and prolonged use of the facilities, however, has diminished the quality and coverage 
of these services. Hygiene kits have been distributed to all accessible IDPs, and many have 
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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
mobilize and coordinate effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 

  

 

received resupplies of consumable items, such as soap, sanitary napkins, and water 
purification items.  

In the recent months, some 7,900 hygiene kits have been distributed, covering 55,600 
beneficiaries in 24 townships across Kachin. At present, available data indicates that 210 
water points and 2,480 emergency and semi-permanent latrines remains functioning, 
covering some 65,000 beneficiaries in 24 townships. However, provision of additional 
latrines and water points remains crucial in view of the increasing number of IDPs over the 
past months and the need to replace old WASH facilities.  
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