
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Flash floods displace over 

38,000 people across 

Myanmar. 

• The revised Rakhine 

Response Plan calls for 

sustainable solutions for 

176,000 people in Rakhine.  

• Over 79,000 vulnerable 

people were relocated to 

temporary shelters in 

Rakhine.  

• Local NGOs have requested 

US$70 million to assist IDPs 

in Kachin through 2015. 

FIGURES 
# of IDPs 
in Kachin, 
Rakhine, 
Meikhtila and 
the Southeast 

646,800 

# of Stateless 
people  

808,000 

Source: UNHCR, OCHA, TBC, 
CCCM 

FUNDING 
Rakhine Response Plan 
funding 

$109.3 million  
requested (US$) 

 

64.6% funded 
 
Kachin Response Plan 
funding 

$50.9 million  
requested (US$) 

 

25.9% funded 
 

Floods displace over 38,000 people  
73,300 people in affected areas living in temporary relocation camps 
Heavy rains and overflowing 
local rivers caused flash floods 
in various parts of the country 
in late July, affecting Kayin, 
Mon and Rakhine States, and 
Taninthayi and Ayeyarwaddy 
Regions. According to the 
Relief and Resettlement 
Department (RRD) of the 
Ministry of Social Welfare, 
Relief and Resettlement, the 
flash floods initially displaced 
over 38,300 people, leaving 
six dead and one person 
missing, and damaging 
residential buildings, roads 
and bridges. By 7 August, 
73,300 people were residing in 
temporary relocation camps in 
the affected states and 
regions. Many others were 
able to return to their places of 
origin as heavy rains ceased 
and the floodwaters receded in 
most affected locations. 

The Government is leading relief efforts, providing assistance to affected people in camps 
and at their places of origin. Vice-President U Nyan Tun visited the worst affected areas 
in Kayin State. During the visit, Government relief programmes provided food, medicine 
and cash assistance worth roughly US$111,000 (107,715,000 Myanmar kyats) to all 
affected families. Working with local authorities in support of the Government response, 
humanitarian agencies have also delivered food, non-food items, essential medicine and 
water purification materials to affected locations. Although displaced people have begun 
returning home, assistance will likely be needed in the coming weeks as crops and other 
food storage facilities have been destroyed. 
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Kayin State worst affected, faces potential food security concerns 
Kayin State was the worst affected, with over 33,400 displaced people in five townships. 
As water levels in affected locations are reportedly receding gradually, some 29,000 
people returned to their places of origin. As of 7 August, 22 temporary relief camps 
remain open to accommodate over 4,300 individuals. The Government reports that 367 
schools remain temporarily closed. Over 36,000 acres of farmland are still flooded, posing 
serious food security concerns for the coming months. WFP has deployed two 
assessment teams to affected locations to assess the medium- to longer-term food 
assistance needs for farming households that have lost all their crops or livelihoods. As 
part of the initial response, UNICEF distributed 10,000 water purification tablets and five 
drums of bleaching powder to the State Health Departments both in Kayin and Mon State.  

In Mon State, some 1,800 people remain in three temporary camps in Kyaikmaraw from 
the initial 2,800 displaced at the beginning of the floods. On 6 August, a new camp was 
opened in Mawlamyaing hosting 144 people. In Ye and Belin, all affected people have 
returned to their places of origin as the water levels have receded. One school in Paung 
Township and 58 schools in Kyaikmaraw Township remain temporarily closed. 

In Tanintharyi Region, a temporary camp has been established to accommodate some 
2,000 displaced individuals in Taninthayi Township. In Ayeyarwaddy Region, over 1,000 
people were relocated to safer locations in Tharbaung and Maubin Townships.  

Localized floods were also reported in other parts of the country, including in Rakhine and 
Kachin States. Partners reported that most affected people have returned home in those 
locations as floodwaters receded. During the displacement, their basic needs were met 
by local authorities and private donors. 

Durable solutions needed for over 176,000 
people in Rakhine 
Revised Rakhine Response Plan seeks $109.3 million to meet affected 
people’s needs 
A year after inter-communal violence in 
Rakhine, collaboration between the 
Government and humanitarian partners has 
resulted in improved delivery of humanitarian 
aid. The revised Rakhine Response Plan is 
seeking $109.3 million to build on these 
improvements to meet the needs of over 
176,000 crisis-affected people, including some 
140,000 internally displaced people (IDPs). 
The revised Plan also targets 36,000 people in 
113 isolated villages who face ongoing 
tensions and movement restrictions that 
severely limit their access to job opportunities 
and basic services. Of the total financial requirements, $38.7 million is still needed to 
urgently address the funding gap. 

Priorities emphasize effective assistance, durable solutions and the 
transition to development 
The revised Plan aims to support a smooth transition from the humanitarian phase to 
early recovery and development in Rakhine. It highlights priorities until the end of 2013 

 

Assistance will continue 
to be needed in the 
coming weeks as crops 
and other food storage 
facilities have been 
destroyed. 
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and outlines what is required to address the longer-term needs of conflict-affected 
communities, including better access to basic services and job opportunities in their 
places of origin. It also advocates peace-building and reconciliation between affected 
communities that will promote durable solutions – including the safe and voluntary return 
home of IDPs. Finally, the Plan focuses on building support from donors, the 
Government, and within affected communities to improve facilities and services, and fill 
gaps in humanitarian assistance.  

 

Over 79,000 people relocated to temporary 
shelters in Rakhine  
66 per cent of vulnerable people already relocated 
Temporary shelter construction 
is accelerating in Rakhine 
State in order to ensure that 
registered and non-registered 
displaced people receive 
temporary shelter units. This 
work is being led by the 
Government with humanitarian 
partners. According to the 
Rakhine State Government, 
some 79,000 individuals (66 
per cent of the total caseload 
of 120,400 vulnerable people) 
had been relocated to 
temporary shelter units as of 17 July. An additional 200 long shelter units and seven 
single-unit shelters are currently being constructed to cover the remaining caseload.  

While progress is encouraging, the shelter cluster is working closely with the Government 
to review current needs and avoid excess construction that could potentially encourage 
whole communities to move to relocation areas. As current shelter programmes can only 
address people’s temporary shelter needs, durable solutions that avoid community 

 

 
July 2013, Rakhine State. Photo: WFP 

66 per cent of people in 
Rakhine have been 
relocated to temporary 
shelter accommodation 
as part of the rainy 
season response efforts.  
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173,000 
 children over one year 

need catch-up 
immunizations. 

86,000 
children under oneyear 

need routine 
immunizations. 

segregation need to be identified and implemented quickly through community 
consultation and trust building.  

Low immunization rates in Rakhine need action 
Roughly 250,000 children need basic immunizations across Rakhine 
UNICEF reports that about 86,500 children under age 1 
require routine immunizations in Rakhine State, and an 
estimated 173,000 children over age 1 (12 months to 36 
months) require “catch-up” immunizations. In addition, 
97,800 pregnant women need immunizing. Access to 
routine immunizations in Rakhine State has been 
interrupted for over a year – one of several major 
disruptions to health services due to the complexity and 
scale of violence in the state. Although a mass polio 
vaccination campaign from February to March reached 
close to 330,000 children (97 per cent of target), no other 
routine vaccinations have been provided to all target children for over a year.  

Clear directive from authorities required 
Lack of routine immunization has serious consequences on child mortality and permanent 
disability. Past data have shown that low immunization coverage resulted in the re-
emergence of previously contained diseases such as polio. A clear directive from national 
and state-level government is required to ensure the immediate resumption of 
immunization services across Rakhine. Further delay will result in greater risk of major 
outbreak of diseases not only among the affected people but also in neighbouring 
communities. 

Kachin: Unimpeded access to all people in 
need is essential 
Access restrictions continue to trigger a significant variation in the level of assistance 
provided to those within and beyond Government-controlled areas in Kachin. While local 
partners have a certain level of access in areas beyond the Government control, the 
prevailing insecurity continues to hinder the expansion of operations. The situation is 
further compounded by the monsoon season, which has deteriorated road conditions and 
caused rivers to overflow.  

Regular access to 50,000 IDPs in non-state actor areas urgently needed 
The conflict in Kachin and northern Shan has displaced an estimated 100,000 people, 
with extensive damage to their livelihoods and infrastructure. As of July, the number of 
registered IDPs staying in camps in Kachin and northern Shan had reached more than 
87,000, including over 50,000 (57 per cent) in non-Government controlled areas. Many 
have been displaced for over two years, triggering renewed and additional needs for 
provision of basic services, job opportunities and protection. The ongoing rainy season 
has also increased the urgency for support. 

Relief efforts must expand 
Sustained access for provision of assistance for relief – and eventually recovery – 
operations is yet to be achieved. While assistance to over 37,000 IDPs in Government-

Sustained access to all 
people in need, 
especially to over 
50,000 IDPs in areas 
beyond the Government 
controlled in Kachin is 
crucial.  
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For further information, please contact:  
Oliver Lacey-Hall, Head of Office, lacey-hall@un.org, Tel. (+95) 9 860 2835 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.reliefweb.int 

controlled areas continues, significant gaps remain in relief for those in areas beyond the 
Government control. Since the beginning of the conflict in June 2011, a total of 11 cross-
line missions were conducted to border areas, covering only 20 per cent (some 10,000 
IDPs) of the total caseload in areas beyond Government control. In light of the progress in 
the recent peace discussions, improved access to border areas is anticipated. 
Humanitarian partners plan to submit a request to the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief 
and Resettlement to authorize cross-line missions to additional locations in Myitkyina and 
Bhamo Townships.  

 

With just 26 per cent of requirements met, additional funding needed 
The March to December 2013 Kachin response 
plan is seeking $50.9 million to provide 
assistance to some 100,000 IDPs and 20,000 
individuals hosting IDPs across Kachin. As of 
July 2013, only $13.2 million (25.9 per cent) 
had been received. 

In parallel, seven local NGOs operating in 
Kachin State developed a joint strategy aimed 
at protecting all those affected by the ongoing 
conflict and ensuring efficient humanitarian 
responses that address the most urgent needs 
of IDPs. Their strategy requests a total of $70 
million to assist IDPs from 2013 to 2015. 
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