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     REDLAC Weekly Note on Emergencies 

Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
ocha-rolac@un.org 
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RAINS & FLOODS  

GUATEMALA: Heavy rain over the weekend 

affected 5,097 people and caused flooding, 

landslides and structural collapse in the 

departments of Sacatepequez, Quiche, 

Huehuetenango, Guatemala and Quetzaltenango. 

CONRED’s departmental delegate is responding 

to the emergency.  

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction 

(CONRED).  

 

About 5,097 people are affected by rains in the central and 
western region of the country. Image: ©CONRED. 

 

COSTA RICA: Rains and strong winds affected 

the canton of Heredia killing one person and 

damaging about 100 homes. The Ministry of 

Housing is assessing the damages while the 

Ministry of Education is coordinating assistance to 

damaged schools.   

Source: National Emergency Commission (CNE).  

 

HONDURAS: Five people died and two were 

injured in electrical storms, which also damaged 

roads, flooded homes and caused power outages 

in the central and north part of the country.  

Local authorities are monitoring riverbanks and 

streams in vulnerable areas in case of landslides 

and floods.  

Source: COPECO 

 

COLOMBIA: Official reports indicated that 

140,000 people have been affected by the first 

rainy season of 2013, which began in mid-March 

and is expected to continue until mid-June. The 

affected areas amount to more than a third of all 

the country’s municipalities. About 699 houses 

are destroyed and 14,393 are damaged. The 

most affected area is the department of Choco, 

on the Pacific Coast with a third of the affected 

population (64,215 people), followed by the 

departments of Cauca and Antioquia. This rainy 

season has been less severe than past years.  

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 GUATEMALA: Rains affected 5,097 people in the central and western area of the country.  

 CUBA: More than 3,700 people sought shelter with friends and family due to rains in Pinar del Rio.  

 HONDURAS: 70 per cent of crop fields in the central and southern areas are affected by drought.  
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OCHA field offices report that last week rains 

affected several areas of the country, especially 

in the west (Valle del Cauca) where 360 houses 

damaged by the in 3 municipalities (Agelia, Buena 

Ventura, Jamundi). The Hydrology, Meteorology 

and Environmental Studies Institute (IDEAM) 

predicts a decrease in rainfall for the departments 

of Valle del Cauca and Cauca.  

Source: OCHA Colombia 

 

HURRICANE SEASON 

There is no active system in the Pacific or the 

Atlantic.  

 

Atlantic Activity  

CUBA – Tropical Storm Andrea: Before 

becoming a Tropical Storm, Andrea caused 

flooding in the province of Pinar del Rio, causing 

3,715 people to seek shelter with relatives and 

friends or were temporarily evacuated. At least 

1,800 houses were damaged and 10,000 hectares 

of crops were damaged.   

Source: Diario Extra.  

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

NICARAGUA: On 8 June, 300 military personnel 

displaced to the San Cristobal Volcano, in the 

north-western department of Chinandega, in case 

of an emergency. On 7 June, eight small to 

moderate gases and ashes explosions erupted 

from the San Cristobal Volcano. If activity 

increases, 3,000 people, in a radius of five 

kilometres around the volcano. The volcano is 

135 kilometres from Managua.  

Source: Nicaraguan Institute of Territoria Studies (INETER) 

via Prensa Latina.  

 

 

DROUGHT & FOOD INSECURITY 

HONDURAS: The vice president of the Honduras 

Farmers Association, Fredy Torres reports that 70 

percent of crop areas in Honduras (central and 

south) are affected by drought. Studies by 

specialized agencies reveal the impact of climate 

change on the country’s agricultural production, 

which is also affected by the shortage of seeds, 

variable rainfall, crop losses and framer 

migration.  

Drought has affected about 307,500 (2) people in 

Honduras in the last 5 years.  

Source: La Prensa de Honduras, (2) EM-DAT 

 

Regional: The world agricultural production will 

grow an average of 1.5 percent per year over the 

next decade, compared to the 2.1 percent growth 

between 2003 and 2012, according to a report 

released by the Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the 

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO). "Latin America, mainly Brazil, is still an 

important centre of agricultural production 

growth and is expected that, along with Eastern 

Europe, it will become a major supplier for the 

agricultural markets in the next decade", said 

Mario Mengarelli, FAO Field Program Officer in 

LAC.  

Source: Food and Agricultural Organization of the United 

Nations.  

 

 

COMPLEX EMERGENCIES  

COLOMBIA: In Antioquia, the FARC declared and 

armed strike in the town of Briceño, paralyzing 

public transportation due to threats - at least 

20,000 farmers and inhabitants are unable to 
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move from the town.  Moreover, at least 425 

people have been confined since January as a 

result of landmine accidents and clashes between 

FARC and public force in rural areas, which have 

restricted access to basic services.  

On 31 May, the Ombudsman Office’s Early 

Warning System (EWS) issued an Imminent Risk 

Report, highlighting the risk in these communities 

as there is are needs in food security, nutrition, 

protection and health.  

Source: OCHA Colombia 
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