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HURRICANE MATTHEW - INFORMATIVE NOTE No. 2 

2 October 2016 – 1600 (EST) 
First situation reports will be issued as from Monday 3 October. 

 

Overview 

Hurricane Matthew remains a powerful category 4 hurricane. As of 5 p.m. EST on Sunday 2 October, it is 

located 14.6° N and 74.8° W, some 435 km south-east from Kingston (Jamaica) and 520 km south-west from 

Port-au-Prince (Haiti) in the Caribbean Sea, moving north-west at 7 km/h with maximum sustained winds of 

230 km/h, according to the National Hurricane Center (NOAA). Hurricane-force winds extend outwards up to 55 

km from the centre; tropical-storm-force winds extend outwards up to 335 km. 

 

Hurricane conditions are expected to reach Jamaica and Haiti early on Monday 3 October. Of primary concern 

are potentially catastrophic impacts on Haiti, including wave heights of greater than 16 metres off its southern 

peninsula and a storm surge of 7 to 10 feet on the south coast. Matthew is expected to produce total rain 

accumulations of 15 to 25 inches over southern Haiti, with possible isolated maximum amounts of 40 inches. 

High waves combined with excessive rainfall, hurricane-force winds and a storm surge could cause extensive 

damage including flooding and landslides. Across eastern Jamaica, rainfall may produce life-threatening flash 

floods and mudslides. 

 
Map of possible impact zones for Hurricane Matthew in Cuba, Haiti and Jamaica. The shaded areas are 
estimated and only for reference as of 1400 (EST) on 2 October 2016. For up-to-date information, see real-
time map available from NOAA (National Hurricane Center from NOAA). OCHA is monitoring the hurricane’s 
evolution and is in contact with the UN system in the countries at risk. 

 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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Regional Preparedness Actions 

 

 The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) has shared an Operational Scenario 

and Plan with Member States, including projections for impact assessment based on current population 

data. Regional response teams are on alert and ready to deploy should assistance be requested. This 

includes CARICOM Disaster Relief Unit (CDRU), the CARICOM Disaster Assessment and Coordination 

(CDAC) team and CARICOM Operational Support Team (COST). 

 United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) teams have arrived in Jamaica and Haiti. 

They are supporting national preparedness efforts, including readiness to deploy needs assessments, and 

information management. 

 The International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is monitoring the situation 

and preparing a Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to make funds available for Jamaica and Haiti. 

IFRC will deploy communications experts to Jamaica and Cuba and is monitoring the situation in Turks and 

Caicos.  

 UNICEF is deploying staff to support emergency education and water and sanitation in the affected 

countries. 

 

National Preparedness Actions 

 

The National Emergency Operations Centres (COE) are active in several Caribbean countries. They remain on 

alert in ports and marinas to prevent human and material losses. 

 

Haiti 
Haiti is currently in alert phase Red Vigilance due to anticipated high impacts due to storm surge, high waves 

and hurricane-force winds. The National Emergency Operations Centre (COUN) has been activated, as well as 

departmental emergencies centres. National authorities expect 20 per cent of the population (2 million people) 

to be affected. The entire southern coast is at risk. Flooding is already reported in Grand’Anse. In Jacmel, 32 

shelters are available for evacuees. The National Meteorological Centre (CNM) of Haiti indicates that Matthew 

has an anticipated strong rainfall capacity ranging from 200 to 300mm in the plains and more than 300mm in 

hilly regions. Severe flooding, significant mudslides and flash floods are expected all over the country, 

especially in the departments of South, Nippes, Grande-Anse, South East and West. The National Risk 

Management Agency (SPGRD) has banned all maritime activity on the southern coast and the Gulf of Gonâve 

until further notice. 

Following a rising tide from 29 to 30 September 2016, the Communal Civil Protection Committee (CCPC) of the 

municipality of Ile à Vache undertook an emergency evacuation of Caye-à-l’Eau (partially flooded) and Ilet à 

Bouée (totally flooded). OCHA Haiti has deployed staff to the South Department to support coordination, rapid 

needs assessments and communication/reporting. OCHA Haiti also organized a Joint Humanitarian Country 

Team/Civil Protection (DPC) meeting to reassess the situation and discuss ongoing/planned actions and 

possible gaps to be covered by the humanitarian community in support of the Government’s efforts through the 

DPC. IOM’s country office in Haiti has capacities on site and the largest stock of non-food items. It has personnel 

deployed in the three main cities in the South. IOM has concerns about some 15,000 families still living in IDP 

camps (post-earthquake) and under a high level of vulnerability. 

 

Reports indicate that the international airport in Port-Au-Prince will be closed at 2200 hrs (EST) on 2 October. 

OCHA Haiti has initiated a digital platform on haiti.humantarianresponse.info as a one-stop source of data, 

information and actions by national and international entities. 
Sources: OCHA Haiti, CDEMA, Redhum 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/haiti
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Jamaica 

Jamaica’s emergency management agency started deploying supplies to shelters yesterday as Hurricane 

Matthew gained strength while churning across the warm waters of the central Caribbean. The Meteorological 

Service has labeled the cyclone “extremely dangerous” and placed the island under a hurricane watch. The 

following effects are expected to affect Jamaica by Monday: dangerously high water levels or a combination of 

dangerously high water levels and exceptionally high waves, even though expected winds may be less than 

hurricane force; and average winds of 64 knots (118 km/h) or higher, according to the Met Service. Concerns 

have been raised about the more than 2,000 homeless people island-wide, and that measures are in place to get 

them off the streets and into shelters. As of 1 October, 150,000 people are expected to be displaced due to the 

hurricane.  

 

Authorities urge citizens to comply with evacuation notices and advise that transportation would be in place to 

take people to shelters. Caribbean Airlines has cancelled several flights.  
Sources: NationNews, CDEMA 

 

Bahamas 

Matthew is expected to bring strong winds and heavy rain when it passes over the central and south-east 

Bahamas on Wednesday 5 October. A total of 11,000 people live across the islands of primary concern (Acklins, 

Crooked, Exuma, Long, Mayaguana and Rum Cay). 
Sources:  CDEMA 

 

Cuba 

The national civil defence authority issued a hurricane alert for provinces from Camaguey to Guantanamo.  

National authorities have begun preparedness actions, including activating evacuation plans, ensuring drainage 

ditches are clear, and securing food stocks and construction materials. Santiago Province is only now recovering 

from the impacts of the 2012 Hurricane Sandy. National authorities believe that Matthew may cause greater 

impacts than Sandy. In Holguin Province, 1,200 visitors were sent back to their homes, mostly students. 

Evacuation measures have begun and authorities distributed 75 mt of food and basic goods. A total of 4.7 million 

people live in the most affected provinces (Granma, Santiago de Cuba, Guantánamo, Hoguín, Las Tunas and 

Canagüey), with 66 per cent urban population. 
Sources: Granma, radio Angulo, UN 

 

Dominican Republic 

The National Meteorological Office issued a tropical-storm warning for the southern coast, extending from the 

Haitian border to Barahona. The models indicate that cumulative rains may reach up to 500 mm or more over 48 

hours. Expected sea conditions include wave heights between 8 and 10 feet and reaching as high as 15 and 20 

feet on the Caribbean coast. 

 

The Emergency Operations Center (COE) raised to 24 the number of provinces under alert, with 10 at the red 

(highest) level (probable impact on human health, livelihoods and infrastructure). The alert is in  force for Saona 

island to Pedernales for possible urban and rural flash floods, overflowing rivers and creeks, and landslides.  

COE issued a level-red alert for the provinces of Azua, San José de Ocoa, San Juan de la Maguana, 

Pedernales, Barahona, Independencia, Dajabón, Monte Cristi, Bahoruco and Elías Piña.  

 

San Cristóbal, Peravia, el Gran Santo Domingo and Santiago Rodríguez remain under yellow alert. A green-

level alert was issued for Monte Plata, Sánchez Ramírez, Monseñor Noel, La Vega, Santiago de los Caballeros, 

Mao, Valverde, Puerto Plata, Espaillat, Duarte and María Trinidad Sánchez. All ships must remain docked due to 

winds and tides throughout the Dominican coast. Hurricane winds will be felt in a 45km radius from its centre, 

and tropical-storm- 
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force winds will extend to 335 km. José Peralta, Administrative Minister of the Presidency, instructed the  

directors of civil protection institutions to implement whatever necessary measures to save lives, goods and 

properties.  
Sources: OCHA Dominican Republic, COE Government of Dominican Republic and El Nuevo Diario 

 

Impact in the Southern Caribbean 

 

Barbados, Colombia, Dominica, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and Grenadine, and 

Venezuela 

No major actions required by the international community. National authorities have responded to the impacts. 

 

 

Coordination  

 

 OCHA ROLAC is in contact with the UN Resident Coordinators and UN Country Teams in Jamaica, 

Dominican Republic and Cuba, as well as with OCHA Haiti. 

 The UNDAC system is on alert in the event that more international assistance is required. The teams 

deployed to Jamaica and Haiti have arrived. 

 OCHA ROLAC continues its contact with regional humanitarian partners (REDLAC) to share information 

about deployments and pre-positioning of stocks at the regional logistic hub.  

 An ad-hoc REDLAC meeting on Hurricane Matthew will be held on Monday 3 October from 10 a.m. to 11 

a.m. in Panama. The meeting will identify regional deployments and resources mobilized to countries.  

Partners are encouraged to send details of their staff and/or equipment deployments to: ocha-rolac@un.org  

 
 
To find updated information online, please visit: 

http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/huracan-matthew-septiembre-2016 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/haiti/ 

reliefweb.int 

 

REGISTER YOUR ARRIVAL IN THE AFFECTED COUNTRY at humanitarianID.org 

 

First situation reports will be issued as from Monday 3 October. 
 

Contacts: Wendy Cue, Head of OCHA ROLAC, cue@un.org Tel: (+507) 317 1748 Cell: (+507) 6679-1861 

Jake Morland, OCHA New York, morland@un.org, Cell: +1-917-287-9494 
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