
 

 
 

FEWS NET Rwanda 

Rwanda@fews.net 

www.fews.net 

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The content of this report does not necessarily reflect the 
view of the United States Agency for International Development or the United States Government. 

 
 

Rwanda Remote Monitoring Update October 2015 

 

Anticipated above-normal Season A rains likely to improve food security from mid-December 
 

KEY MESSAGES 
 
 Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity is likely 

to persist among poor households in the Bugesera 
Cassava Livelihood, Central Plateau Cassava and 
Coffee, and the Eastern Semi-Arid Agro Pastoral 
Zones through early December. Limited household 
food stocks from below-average Season B 
production, heightened food prices, and reduced 
labor opportunities through most of 2015 have 
reduced poor households’ purchasing power.  
 

 According to the United Nations Humanitarian 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), about 69,205 
refugees from Burundi remain in Rwanda. Although 
the influx of refugees has subsided from the peak in 
April, renewed political tensions in Burundi could 
cause an increase in refugee flows into Rwanda and 
neighboring countries. The influx of refugees 
continues to put pressure on income and food 
sources for poor households in host communities.  

PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH MARCH 2016 
 
The 2015 September-December Season A rains began erratically, particularly in the Eastern Semi-Arid Agro Pastoral Zone, 
which has resulted in below-average vegetation levels as of early October (Figure 1). Nevertheless, a resurgence in rainfall in 
late September increased agricultural labor activities, and most farmers are planting key staples including maize, beans, 
potatoes, and cassava. In Rwanda, El Nino is broadly associated with above-average rainfall during the October to December 
period, which will likely lead to average to above-average harvests from mid-December through February 2016.  
 

Estimated food security outcomes, October to December 

(left), and January to March (right), 2015 

  

Highest estimated level of food insecurity in significant areas of 

concern using IPC 2.0 Area Reference Tables: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 1: Minimal 

Phase 2: Stressed 

Phase 3+: Crisis or higher 

 Severity significantly mitigated by assistance 
Source: FEWS NET 

This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic food 

insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 

 

 ZONE 
 

 CURRENT ANOMALIES 
  
 PROJECTED ANOMALIES 

Bugesera Cassava Livelihood 
Zone in Eastern Province and 
Central Plateau Cassava and 
Coffee Zone in Southern 
Province  

 Household food stocks depleted 
earlier-than-normal because of 
cumulative impacts of below 
normal Season B harvests of 
maize, beans and cassava. 

 Sustained above normal food prices are likely to 
continue through early December, limiting 
household food access. However, household 
food stocks are expected to replenish from mid-
December, through March 2016. 

Parts of Bugesera Cassava 
Livelihood, Southeastern 
Plateau Banana, and the 
Eastern Semi-Arid Agro 
Pastoral Zones 

 While the influx of refugees from 
Burundi has slowed considerably, 
the over 69,000 people continue 
to reduce food and income 
sources for poor households, in 
parts of these three zones.  

 Rising political instability could precipitate 
renewed conflict and result in additional inflows 
of refugees, compromising income and food 
sources for poor host populations, by mitigating 
anticipated improvements in household food 
security after mid-December.  
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ABOUT REMOTE MONITORING 
In remote monitoring, a coordinator typically works from a nearby regional office. Relying on partners for data, the coordinator uses 
scenario development to conduct analysis and produce monthly reports. As less data may be available, remote monitoring reports may 
have less detail than those from countries with FEWS NET offices. More at http://www.fews.net/Pages/remote-monitoring.aspx?l=en. 

 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2  
 

Season A harvests are expected to be near or above 
average, following the below-average (by 10-20 
percent) June-July Season B harvests. The less 
important September Season C harvests, coupled 
with land preparation and planting at the start of 
Season A, have improved food stocks and labor 
incomes for a few poor households, partially 
mitigating the impacts of the below-average Season 
B production. 
 
An estimated 69,205 refugees from Burundi are in 
Rwanda, according to the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), predominately in 
Kigali and parts of Central Plateau Cassava and 
Coffee, Southeastern Plateau Banana, Eastern Semi-
Arid Agro Pastoral Zones, and Bugesera Cassava 
Livelihood Zones. The presence and passage of 
refugees through these areas has led to an increased 
supply of labor on the market, limiting incomes for 
poor households who typically derive up to 60 percent of their income from labor. Below-average income is being 
accompanied by atypical price increases of staple foods (maize) as of August, which remain above 11 percent above average 
in October. Refugee flows are in part increasing the demand for key staples.  
 
Poor households are likely to continue to be in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) through the end of the lean season in December due 
to below-average income and above-average staple food prices. However, household access to food and income will improve 
from mid-December through most of February due to current prospects for near or above-average Season A harvests, 
assuming damage from Cassava Brown Streak Disease is limited. As a result, food insecurity outcomes are expected to 
improve to Minimal (IPC Phase 1), through at least the end of the outlook period in March. The number of refugees could 
increase further should current political instability cause additional displacement. 
 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

 

Figure 1.  Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) in the  

Eastern Semi-Arid Agro Pastoral Zone between January and 
October 2015, compared to the long-term mean. 

 

 
  Source: USGS/FEWS NET 
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