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Well distributed rains were received in most parts of the region facilitating 
good production in most countries

Late start of the season in north-eastern and some southern parts of the 
Region, including parts of Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, 
Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe

Improved rains in Angola, Botswana, Namibia and South Africa assisted 
drought recovery in many areas though not completely covering all parts. 
Dry spells in parts of Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, and Swaziland and 
Zambia negatively affected production

Excessive rains, waterlogging and/or flooding was experienced in parts of 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, Swaziland and 
Zambia.
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Demand and supply analysis shows that the Region (excluding Madagas-
car, Mauritius and Seychelles) recorded an overall cereal deficit of 113 
thousand tonnes for 2014/15 marketing year.

The following countries have recorded maize surpluses:  Angola (0.10 
million tonnes), Malawi (0.48 million tonnes), South Africa (3.31 million 
tonnes), Tanzania (0.36 million tonnes), Zambia (1.15 million tonnes) and 
Zimbabwe (0.25 million tonnes).  The following countries have recorded 
maize deficits: Botswana (0.14 million tonnes), Lesotho (0.14 million 
tonnes), DRC (0.51 million tonnes), Mozambique (0.43 million tonnes), 
Namibia (0.16 million tonnes) and Swaziland (0.02 million tonnes).

Overall, maize recorded a surplus of about 4.27 million tonnes, while all the 
other cereal crops (wheat, rice, millet and sorghum) indicate deficits. 

Maize prices across the region are currently declining  in response to ongo-
ing harvests estimated to be between 10 and 15 percent above the 2013 
harvest. 

Similarly, international prices of maize (US Yellow) are currently stable – 
reflecting the improved global supplies of the commodity and supporting 
the Region’s declining  price trends

Prices are expected to decline until the end of the harvest, to remain  below 
the previous year levels, but will be above their respective five-year 
average levels because of high costs of transportation and lower produc-
tion levels experienced in the recent previous seasons.

10 countries (Botswana, DRC, Lesotho,Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland, 
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe) had finalised their annual vulnerability assessments by 
the time this report was produced.

Compared to last year, the total number of food insecure population decreased in all 10 
countries except DRC, Lesotho and Zambia.

The regional food insecure population has decreased by 25% compared to last year for 
the 10 countries

Some of the affected areas have remained the same for a long period indicating chronic 
vulnerability and high levels of poverty.

The percentage of food insecure population in rural areas for the 10 countries ranges 
from 0.2%  in Botswana to 30.4% in Lesotho.

The Region faces a challenge of post harvest losses and food safety

Key Recommendations: short term
Member States should intensify and scale up the implementation of safety nets   
and social protection programmes to address chronic vulnerability and build resilience.

To improve nutritional status, Member States should: 
  •expand nutrition education and dietary diversification campaigns;
  •improve accessibility to safe drinking water, improved sanitation facilities; and
  •promote malaria control, primary health care and intensive immunization programmes.

In view of the likelihood of the El Nino event, Member States in areas anticipating 
depressed rainfall should take preparatory actions, such as:
  •Use of short maturing varieties
  •Use of drought tolerant crops
  •Water conservation approaches
  •De-stocking of livestock

Member States should continue to implement agricultural input programmes that are 
market driven and take into account local climatic conditions.

Governments and cooperating partners should procure locally (in those countries with 
surpluses) and regionally as one way of promoting increased future production;

Enhance the coordination, harmonisation and support of response planning, capacity 
development, monitoring and evaluation at sub-national, national and regional levels.

Member States should operationalise disaster risk reduction (preparedness, mitigation 
and adaptation) including insurance measures to improve the resilience of communities.
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DRC 7,318,699 (NOT INCLUDED IN GRAPH)

Percentage of Affected Population 2010 - 2014 

33,473.0 
32,811.0 

35,076.0 

34,446.0 

40,686.0 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

2010/11
21%

2011/12
19%

2012/13
23%

2013/14
25%

2014/15
12%

Sources: SADC RVAA, NVACs, LandScan2010, CSO, UNDP-HDR, UNICEF, WORLD BANK, Compiled by OCHA- July 2014  The Boundaries and names on these maps dont imply endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations

1,500 

117,662 150,000 
213,379 223,249 

351,267 
447,760 

564,599 
640,009 

 Botswana Namibia Mozambique Tanzania Swaziland Zambia Lesotho Zimbabwe Malawi


