
SYRIA CRISIS RESPONSE Updated  16 August 2015

REGIONAL OVERVIEW SYRIA KEY FACTS

4,016,227
Registered Syrian Refugees

13 August 2015, UNHCR

2,052,292
Estimated number of children

13 August 2015, UNHCR

According to UNHCR 4,016,227 have now fled Syria. More than

1.7 million of them fled in 2013 alone. During the course of 2013,

an average of more than 4,700 people fled every day. In 2014 more

than 895,000 Syrians fled the country, an average of more than

2,500 per day.

Children make up 51.1% of the refugee population, meaning there

are an estimated 2,052,292 refugee children in the region.

12.2m
Est. population in 

need of assistance
Source:  UN, April 2015

7.6mEst. number of 

IDP’s
Source:  OCHA, May 2015

300k
Source:  SOHR, March ‘11-Dec ‘14

Percentage of  
Schools, damaged, 
destroyed or used as 
shelters  Source: Unicef, Jan 2015

24%

5.6m
Source: Unicef,  March 2015

Est. # of children

affected by conflict in 

Syria

To date we have reached

3,125,959 people in Lebanon,

Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and Syria –

approx 2,013,391 children.

Save the Children has worked in the

Middle East for decades. In July 2012

we launched an ambitious emergency

appeal to respond to the growing

refugee crisis in the region and are now

aiming to raise 391,000,000 USD for

our humanitarian interventions in

Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, Egypt and Syria.

With the needs growing every

day in in Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq,

Egypt and Syria. more funding

is desperately needed.

OUR RESPONSE URGENT NEEDS
Save the Children is deeply concerned that more than a year since UNSCR 2139 was 

passed, so many people inside Syria are still in desperate need of aid and protection– and 

that this number is growing. A year after UNSCR 2165 was passed, renewed by UNSCR 

2191, humanitarian organisations operating in Syria have consistently found humanitarian 

access to be decreasing. The unrelenting conflict throughout the country is depriving 

millions of children and families of food, clean water, healthcare and other life-saving 

services. The UNSC member states are responsible for the urgent implementation of 

both resolutions with the goal of improving humanitarian access and protection inside 

Syria, with a focus on the areas most in need and under-served. This should be coupled 

with a clear commitment by the warring parties to uphold their obligations to grant 

humanitarian access to all areas and to immediately comply with their obligations under 

IHL and International Human Rights Law, as stated in UNSCR 2191. Host countries are 

also under immense strain due to the unprecedented scale of the Syrian refugee exodus 

and require international support to ensure their borders remain open to those fleeing 

Syria’s violence. With tensions rising between refugees and host populations and 

shrinking international aid, host countries risk becoming a crisis of their own. 

We call on the United Nations to ensure that Resolutions 2191 and 2139 are fully 

implemented, building upon the humanitarian work of agencies currently operating in 

Syria. The UN must develop a robust mechanism to ensure all aid gets through rapidly, 

to those most in need and without bureaucratic impediments. The implementation of the 

resolution is a test of the Council’s credibility. For millions of women, men and children, 

it could be a matter of life or death.

Donors must continue to maintain their generous support to people affected by the 

Syrian crisis and should not reduce current levels of aid. The international community 

must take a greater share of the responsibility of supporting refugees from Syria, 

including by opening their own borders and offering resettlement or other humanitarian 

solutions to at least 5 per cent of the refugee population by 2015.

Save the Children is actively 

coordinating with 

governments, UN  agencies 

and other NGOs to respond  

to the humanitarian crisis.

Est. number of  

people killed

In honour of World Humanitarian Day, Save the Children is celebrating the spirit that 

inspires humanitarian work around the world. Here, Isra’a Daaja, who works at Save the 

Children Jordan’s Infant and Young Child Feeding Programme, feeds a two-year old child 

with a nutrient-dense food supplement. Our staff carry out screenings to identify cases of 

Malnourishment and Malnutrition (MAM) amongst newly arrived Syrian refugee children 

aged 6-59 months at Za’atari, Azraq and Emirates Jordanian Camp. Identified cases of 

MAM are followed up weekly with counselling, weight and height measurements and 

provision of nutrient-dense food supplements.

PHOTO: Robert van Sluis/Save the Children
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The most vulnerable children are those who remain inside Syria,

who risk death, illness, abuse and exploitation on a daily basis.

The humanitarian needs in Syria are incalculable, and providing

essential life-saving services to Syrian children and their families

remains a priority.

The widespread insecurity and fighting inside Syria makes this a

challenging context, but we are delivering humanitarian assistance

to children and their families. To date we have reached 1,431,766

beneficiaries in Syria.
* Reduction in total reach number due to cleaning of data

SYRIA

OTHER REFUGEE LOCATIONS

Non Food Items Shelter WASH Education Protection Health Nutrition Food security and livelihoodsLegend

Turkey

North Africa (Morocco, Algeria, Libya)

1,805,255
24,055

132,375

LEBANON IRAQJORDAN
Lebanon has received staggering

numbers of Syrian refugees, but with

no camps the refugee population is

spread out across the country, making

them hard to reach.

Jordan hosts one third of the

region’s refugees. Jordan is also

host to the region’s largest

refugee camp, Za’atari, where we

are working in multiple sectors.

Approximately 98% of Syrian

refugees in Iraq reside in the

Kurdistan Regional Governorate,

Northern Iraq, where they live in

a mixture of camp and non-camp

settings.

Our response

Through a multi sector response

we plan to have reached *532,312

beneficiaries in 2015 by end of the

year.

Refugees in Lebanon UNHCR 6 July

1,172,753

Refugees in Jordan UNHCR 13 August

630,099

Refugees in Iraq UNHCR 31 July

251,690

Our response
Our response

Through a multi sector response

we plan to have reached 700,000

beneficiaries by the end of 2015.

Reached: 557,741 or 80%

Through a multi sector response

we plan to have reached 159,600

beneficiaries by the end of 2015.

Reached: 121,923 or 76%

UNHCR 9 July 2015

Of these 313,544 are children
Of these 328,963 are children Of these 77,770 are children

For more information visit: savethechildren.net/syria@SaveChildrenMEE

EGYPT
The refugee population is spread out

across Egypt, making the coordination

of service delivery challenging. Large

numbers live in poor areas in Greater

Cairo and Alexandria.

Refugees in Egypt UNHCR 15 July

Our response

Through a multi sector response

we plan to have reached 60,000

beneficiaries by the end of 2015.

Of these 28,278 are children
Reached: 46,378 or 77%

Reached: 532,312 or 181%

Highlights from our response

in July:

- 434 HHs received vouchers for

weatherproofing of sub-standards

building

- Ongoing training on life skills and

positive parenting sessions;

psychosocial first aid training for

animators and Child Protection

assistants

- Ongoing distribution of hygiene

kits and hygiene promotion

sessions for 27,545 beneficiaries

- In Tripoli 2 Basic Literacy and

Numeracy centres were open and

19 more are running. 1,087

children benefited from school

transportation

Highlights from our response

in July:

- 539 children participated in 

Healing and Education Through 

the Arts (HEART) activities and 

260 people attended 14 

awareness sessions on early 

marriage, child protection, child 

labour and the importance of 

education

- Food e-cards were uploaded for 

221,180 beneficiaries

-305 children attended our

Literacy & Numeracy activities

and 375 our IT skills activities;

200 youth attended the digital

literacy courses, and 70 the

English language courses in the

Center/South region

Highlights from our response

in July:

- We continue to conduct Early

Childhood Care and

Development (ECCD), Non-

formal Education (NFE), mother

toddler groups, distribution of

back to school kits and learning

materials, and training teachers in

Dohuk, Erbil and Kirkuk

- 1,157 children attended our 

Child Friendly Spaces (CFSs) in 

Dohuk and 5,450 in Erbil 

- Child resilience workshops

reached 362 children and 24

parents in Erbil

- We have conducted large-scale

distribution of blankets, clothing,

household kits and food vouchers

Highlights from our response in

July:

- Ongoing screening for children at 

risk, referrals and monitoring

- 71 children participated in 

interventions on Child Rights

- 327 children participated in our 

Child and Family Center activities

- 54 children and 21 parents 

participated in awareness raising and 

psychosocial support sessions

- 21 children and 54 parents 

participated in awareness raising and 

psychosocial support sessions

- 192 Syrian children were screened 

for learning difficulties, including 

vision, hearing and nutrition

*For 2015; by the end of wee had 

reached 431,090 people 

http://www.savethechildren.net/syria
https://twitter.com/savechildrenmee
https://twitter.com/savechildrenmee
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Children fleeing Syria have had their worlds turned upside down, and 

urgently need the safety, stability and structure a positive learning 

environment can bring

• In northern Syria we are supporting 36,847 children continue their 

education by ensuring they have gone back to school

• In September we released Futures Under Threat, an in-depth report 

on the impact of the conflict on children’s education

• We run youth-friendly spaces and alternative learning programs, 

providing informal education in Za’atari refugee camp and host 

communities in Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq

• We ran an extensive “back to school” operation and we provide 

children with school bags, uniforms, and other essential school 

materials, and pay school fees

EDUCATION CHILD PROTECTION

SHELTER/NFIs
FOOD SECURITY AND 

LIVELYHOODS WASH

HEALTH AND 

NUTRITION

Lack of medical care and nutritious food will

put children and other vulnerable groups at

risk of malnutrition and illness

• We are carrying out a large scale infant 

and young child feeding programme in 

refugee camps and host communities in 

Jordan

• In Egypt, we held a 5-day training on 

motherhood and childhood development 

for 30 nurses

Food security for the Syrian refugees remains a grave concern.

• We are doing large scale food distributions in Jordan. We 

distribute over 522,600 kilograms of bread monthly in 

Za’atari camp

• We run Cash for Work programmes in Lebanon where 

families have the opportunity to put their own skills to work 

in projects which benefit their communities

• We organized a value chain identification workshop were we 

met agricultural and trade markets representatives in 

Lebanon. Three potential value chain were identified

• We are also offering technical and vocational training in 

Lebanon and Egypt to help improve livelihood opportunities

During the winter, temperatures across the region drop below

zero and refugees are ill-equipped to cope with the cold, without

winter clothes, sufficient blankets, heating or proper shelter

• We have distributed winter clothes and blankets in Lebanon, 

Egypt, Jordan and Iraq, as well as essential items from warm 

coats, to blankets to food inside Syria

• We have been distributing shelter support (including weather 

proofing kits and plastic sheeting) and blankets and mattresses 

to thousands of individuals in Lebanon

• We are distributing and/or loading ATM cards in Lebanon to 

implement building rehabilitation activities

It is essential to improve water, sanitation and

hygiene conditions for Syrian refugee children

and their families in order to prevent diseases

and ensure their well-being

• We have conducted hygiene promotion 

awareness-raising sessions in Iraq and Syria 

and Lebanon

• We distributed drainage kits, water 

vouchers, dislodging vouchers, metal septic 

tanks, latrines and a number of other items 

in Lebanon

• A solid waste needs assessment was 

undertaken together with municipalities of 

Bekka, in Lebanon

Children urgently require specialised care and protection to help 

them recover from the extreme psychological and emotional 

distress they have been through

• In July, together with UNICEF we released Small Hands, 

Heavy Burden, a report on how the Syria conflict is driving 

more children into the workforce, its implications and 

recommendations to reduce the impact of child labour

• We are running child-friendly and youth- friendly spaces

across the region reaching thousands of children

• We carry out a range of child protection activities: we run 

child resiliency activities, establish Parent Child Centres and 

refer children in need of psychosocial support

Our partners

http://www.savethechildren.net/sites/default/files/libraries/Futures Under Threat_0.pdf
https://www.savethechildren.net/sites/default/files/SCIUnicefChildLabourReport_July2015.pdf

