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24,945 individuals have participated in technical and vocational
training, literacy initiatives and life‐skills training

7,030 individuals have participated in employment assistance, income
generation activities or business development projects

527,624 individuals provided with access to toilet and sanitation
services

1,219,663 individuals provided with access to safe water

415,444 individuals in the community provided with shelter assistance 
– including shelter kits, weatherproofing, cash for rent, rehabilitation, 

and legal support

409,801 refugees in camps currently provided with shelter

1,100,121 individuals assisted with seasonal relief items or cash for the
winter

698,124 individuals provided with core relief items to meet basic needs

294,123 referrals of Syrian refugees to secondary or tertiary healthcare
services

2,262,828 consultations for Syrian refugees in primary health care
services

97,448 children & youth participating in non‐formal and informal
education (primary & secondary)

362,993 Syrian refugee children enrolled in formal education (primary
& secondary)

21,891 children reached with micronutrient
supplements/supplementation, including school feeding programmes

1,826,866 individuals receiving in‐kind, cash or voucher assistance to
meet food needs

8,056 Syrian refugees submitted for resettlement or humanitarian
admission to third countries

2,920,207 Syrian refugees currently registered or awaiting registration
with UNHCR or Government authorities

SYRIA REGIONAL RESPONSE
RRP6 ACHIEVEMENTS ‐ JULY 2014
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REGIONAL: RRP6 MONTHLY UPDATE ‐ JULY PROTECTION

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN THE REGION:
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10,913 children who are victims or at risk receiving
specialist child protection support

562,650 children receiving psychosocial support

42,880 people who are victims or at risk of SGBV
receiving specialist support

8,056 Syrian refugees submitted for resettlement or
humanitarian admission to third countries

2,920,207 Syrian refugees currently registered or awaiting
registration with UNHCR or Government authorities
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Response, by 
end‐2014 
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NEEDSANALYSIS:
Syrian refugees continue to seek safety and protection in large numbers in the
region. On average more than 100,000 newly arriving refugees have been
registered every month since the beginning of 2014. Maintaining access to safety
for those fleeing conflict and continued protection from refoulement are the
fundamental tenets of protection, and key elements of the protection response
are registration, including through verification and renewal of documentation,
the multi‐sectoral prevention and safe response services to sexual and gender‐
based violence (SGBV) and child protection systems as well as community
participation and empowerment. The focus on communities hosting refugees
also remains a key element of the regional protection strategy.

Increased mainstreaming of protection in all humanitarian actions and sectors is
required to prevent, identify, and address potential rights violations ‐ particularly
for women, children, and others with specific needs. In this respect, an important
priority is to reach out to new partners, including community‐based and faith‐
based organizations, to more effectively coordinate interventions and to ensure
that services are delivered in a non‐discriminatory manner in accordance with
protection and humanitarian principles.

As the refugee crisis shows no sign of ending, with limited prospects for voluntary
return in safety, strengthening the resilience of refugees becomes essential. At
the same time, increased resettlement, humanitarian and other forms of
admission of refugees to host countries outside the region form part of the
protection strategy, offering protection and a durable solution for some of the
most vulnerable refugees.

REGIONAL RESPONSE INDICATORS:

Planned response based on full funding of RRP6 for an expected population of 3.59 million Syrian refugees in the region by end‐2014.  
As at end‐July 2014, there were 2.92 million refugees in the region and the overall RRP6 appeal is  43% funded.

Syrian and Egyptian Children playing in the installations by the 
Learn, Move, Play CSP Project . Photo by/ GUC 

JULY HIGHLIGHTS:
In Iraq, verification of refugee registrations has commenced the urban area of
Erbil, with equipment upgrades to allow for IrisGuard biometrics roll‐out. A
decrease in the number of registered Syrian refugees in Iraq over the course of
July (from 220,000 to 218,000) has been attributed to the consolidation of
refugee registration records and some spontaneous returns. In Lebanon, iris
enrollment now stands at some 557,000 individuals (70 per cent of the targeted
refugee population). In Turkey, the return procedures for almost 500 people
were monitored during the month. In Egypt, irregular departures by sea continue,
as does the arrest of those caught attempting to depart irregularly (more than
1,000 during July), with a positive trend of the subsequent release of Syrians from
detention continuing.

During July, a mission took place to the city of Port Said in Egypt to assess cases of
children of school age who are engaged in child labour, with nine vulnerable
families identified and referred to relevant services where necessary. In Turkey, a
training on Child Protection in Emergencies was conducted in Adana for the staff
of 19 Turkish and international NGOPs working with Syrian refugees. More than
35,000 children have now participated in activities in child friendly spaces across
the camps of Turkey since the start of the year. In Jordan, the Alternative Care
Guidelines and Procedures for Unaccompanied and Separated Children were
finalized and adopted during July. An assessment on early child marriage in
Jordan, based on data from the Sharia'a Court, was released during the month. In
Lebanon, the first stage of the roll‐out of the Practical Guidance for emergency
child protection case management system was completed, with a standardized
process and tools now in place. Capacity building initiatives with social workers
and other humanitarian workers are ongoing.



 

REGIONAL: RRP6 MONTHLY UPDATE ‐ JULY FOOD SECURITY

NEEDS ANALYSIS:
The supply of agriculture and food products and production capacity is
increasingly under strain due to the Syria crisis. Up to 25 per cent of domestic
food supply in the region is sourced from rural, mostly poor populations, often in
areas hosting large numbers of refugees. There are increased reports of trans‐
boundary animal and plant diseases and pests in Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon. RRP
partners across the region are concerned about early indications of water
shortages which may impact domestic food production, livestock availability and,
consequently, livelihoods. Water shortages could further increase retail prices for
food products and reduce informal labour opportunities. The gap between wages
earned and household expenditure is forcing families to take out loans and
engage in other negative coping strategies.

The estimated number of people who will be in need of food assistance by the
end of 2014 is some 2.6 million. Pre‐assistance baseline monitoring reports
indicate that Syrian refugees arrive in neighbouring countries with very low levels
of food consumption. In Lebanon, 27 per cent of newly‐arriving Syrian refugees
were categorized as having poor to borderline food consumption scores.
Refugees who had access to food assistance were likely to significantly improve,
by more than 100 per cent within one month of receiving food assistance. In
Jordan, the WFP/REACH Comprehensive Food Security Monitoring Exercise
(CFSME), released in July, found that while only 6 per cent of Syrian refugees are
food insecure, 42 per cent remain vulnerable to food insecurity, with the
vulnerability increasing with the length of time spent in Jordan. This evidence
supports the necessity of not only maintaining food assistance in the region but
also for food assistance to continue to be a strategic priority and for an
examination into alternative, more sustainable, means for meeting basic food
needs.

JULY HIGHLIGHTS:
The continued implementation of enhanced beneficiary verification in Iraq's
Domiz Camp has led to a substantial decrease in the number of beneficiaries,
from more than 72,000 to just under 67,000. Including the more than 11,500
refugees in Akre, Arbat, Gewilan and Qushtapa Camps, some 78,500 refugees are
now being reached each month in Iraq with food assistance. In Egypt, the
number of beneficiaries reached with food assistance is now 110,000, in Turkey it
is some 216,500, in Jordan almost 550,000, and in Lebanon some 873,000.

Post‐distribution monitoring continues to show that food assistance is having a
positive socio‐economic impact. In Egypt, negative coping strategies such as
buying food on credit or borrowing money decreased from an average of 16.1 per
cent in the first quarter of the year to 12.5 per cent during the second quarter.
USD 3.2 million was injected into the Egyptian economy through food vouchers in
July, while $5.8 million was injected in Turkey, around $2 million in Iraq, and
almost $24 million in Lebanon.

In Turkey, the e‐food card programme continued to expand with six new shops
contracted, enhancing healthy market competition and providing shops with
incentives to stabilize prices, provide better services and follow programme
regulations. In Egypt, Carrefour, the largest supermarket partner, is providing a 3
per cent discount on all purchases made with e‐cards, amounting to an estimated
contribution of $52,000 in July.

In Jordan, a special Ramadan distribution of 1,000 mt of dates took place in July,
reaching almost 75,000 Syrian refugees and local Jordanians, while a Ramadan
food parcel was also distributed to all refugees in Azraq Camp.

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN THE REGION:
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74,285 individuals benefiting from agricultural livelihoods
support

21,891 children reached with micronutrient
supplements/supplementation, including school feeding

programmes

1,826,866 individuals receiving in‐kind, cash or voucher
assistance to meet food needs
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Planned response based on full funding of RRP6 for an expected population of 3.59 million Syrian refugees in the region by end‐2014.  
As at end‐July 2014, there were 2.92 million refugees in the region and the overall RRP6 appeal is  43% funded.

REGIONAL RESPONSE INDICATORS:

JHCO staff distributing dates in Jordan on behalf of WFP.



REGIONAL: RRP6 MONTHLY UPDATE ‐JULY EDUCATION

NEEDSANALYSIS:
Into the fourth year of crisis, and despite a consensus that efforts are needed to
avert a “lost generation”, almost half a million refugee children are not
participating in educational activities. Only thirty‐eight per cent of Syrian school‐
aged children were enrolled in formal education during the first part of 2014.

Enrolment rates in camps are generally higher than outside of camps: in Iraq,
Jordan and Turkey the rates in camps are 57 per cent, 67 per cent and 97 per cent
respectively. National authorities are engaged in education in these camps and
Syrian teachers are permitted to contribute. Girls’ enrolment and attendance
lags behind same‐age boys in most camps.

Outside of camps, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Turkey offer refugee children free
access to formal national schools, whereas RRP partners underwrite the costs of
children to attend formal education opportunities in Lebanon. Challenges to
accessing formal education, which limit the numbers enrolled outside of camps,
include overburdened public school systems, overcrowded classrooms, and the
limited number of qualified teachers. RRP partners have supported the
construction of classrooms and schools, and second shifts have been initiated in
Lebanon and Jordan to expand the available spaces for refugee children.

In a number of host countries, efforts are being made to offer non‐formal
education or provide “catch up” classes to facilitate subsequent access to formal
education. It is equally important to ensure that Syrian youth have access to
post‐secondary education or vocational training.

JULY HIGHLIGHTS:
Although schools across the region were closed for summer holidays, a large
number of activities were still ongoing to assist students. In Iraq, another 2,145
children took their exams in camp schools in July. Summer schools and catch up
classes benefiting over 2,000 children were also held in camps in Erbil, while
another 500 younger children benefited from similar activities in the early
childhood development sphere. In Turkey, students and teachers have been
engaged in compensatory and catch up classes to ensure students are well
prepared for the coming school year. Participation by children and adults has also
been high in basic Turkish language classes in a number of camps. Over 3,500
children in Jordan are participating in summer education activities in camps to
catch up on parts of the curriculum they have missed. Plans for the summer
programme in Lebanon were completed, and will target out‐of‐school children or
those at risk of dropping out or falling behind.

In Jordan, a Back to School campaign will be launched that will see volunteers
travelling throughout the country until the end of September raising awareness of
enrolment through door‐to‐door campaigns, information materials, the support of
religious and street leaders, and peer‐to‐peer educators. In Turkey, community
engagement and outreach are also being used to promote school enrolment, with
community centres providing refugees with information on education services
available and procedures for enrolment and access.

Ahead of the new school year in Turkey, the construction of prefabricated schools
and equipping of non‐camp schools with tents, furniture and air conditioning units
continues. A new tent school in the Akcakale area has been established and now
provides access to education for almost 1,500 Syrian children. In Iraq, the
construction of schools continues in camps and urban settings ‐ with one school in
Erbil city and one in the new camp at Sulymaniyah completed.

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN THE REGION:
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138,707 students assisted with school supplies (primary&
secondary)

97,448 children & youth participating in non‐formal and
informal education (primary & secondary)

362,993 Syrian refugee children enrolled in formal
education (primary & secondary)
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Planned response based on full funding of RRP6 for an expected population of 3.59 million Syrian refugees in the region by end‐2014.  
As at end‐July 2014, there were 2.92 million refugees in the region and the overall RRP6 appeal is  43% funded.

REGIONAL RESPONSE INDICATORS:
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REGIONAL: RRP6 MONTHLY UPDATE ‐ JULY HEALTH

NEEDSANALYSIS:
Syrian refugees outside camps have free access to national health care systems in
all RRP countries aside from Lebanon. For refugees in camps in Iraq and Turkey,
free access to primary health care is provided by national health systems (and in
the case of Iraq through humanitarian partners), whereas in Jordan, refugees
accommodated in camps have their primary health care needs met by RRP
partners. RRP actors support an estimated 75 per cent of the cost of primary
health care services for Syrian refugees.

RRP partners provide access, and cover costs, for secondary and tertiary health
care for the most vulnerable refugees in all countries in the region through
targeted, and means‐tested, processes, with the exception of Turkey. RRP
partners report that national health care systems are strained to meet the
increased health needs of refugees. Mental health needs are growing and that
service providers underserve the needs, including for survivors of torture,
violence and post‐traumatic stress syndrome.

The utilization by women of ante‐natal services is low, and there are higher than
regional rates of caesarean deliveries, leading to higher costs and greater risks to
patients and infants. In addition, ensuring that women have access to normal
delivery services is an ongoing necessity. Assessments indicate the need for
prevention services to avert deterioration of acute malnutrition and also a need
for micronutrient intervention. Infant and young child feeding indicators show
poor feeding practices.

Given the incidence of polio and measles and the higher risks of outbreaks of
other vaccine‐preventable diseases, additional support is required to promote
and provide immunization services to refugees and host communities.

JULY HIGHLIGHTS:
The expansion, upgrade, and equipping of health facilities accessible to refugees
across the region continues. In Iraq, the renovation of two urban health centres
has been completed, another 10 are underway, and four are currently being
assessed. In Turkey, 86 health kits were provided to the Government in July,
which help it meet the primary care needs of 140,000 people for three months
and provide for the treatment of 300 emergency cases and 3,000 surgeries for
serious injuries. In Egypt, RRP partners are supporting 15 Ministry of Health
primary health care facilities, as well as the Community Health Volunteers
outreach programme which has carried out more than 800 visits over the last two
months.

In Turkey, a joint technical workshop on mental health and psychosocial services
(MHPSS) was held with the participation of 35 partners to identify challenges and
make recommendations. The workshop advocated for the use of the Inter‐
Agency Standing Committee guidelines on MHPSS in Turkey. In Lebanon, the
MHPSS Task Force is mainstreaming and harmonizing MHPSS programmes and
activities within the refugee response. Cases of MHPSS conditions within the
population in Lebanon are very low, with around 1.5 per cent displaying such
conditions. This figure may reflect a stabilization of the MHPSS needs of the
population; however the low rate is more likely to be the lack of trained
healthcare professionals that can diagnose and treat these conditions.

Vaccination programmes continue, with some 2,000 newly arrived Syrian children
receiving polio vaccinations at the Raba Sarhan transit centre in Jordan this
month. Over the course of the year, more than 27,000 children have also
received measles vaccines in Jordan. In Lebanon, almost 280,000 children have
received routine vaccinations this year, while 36,000 routine vaccinations have
been given to children in Iraq. In addition, the national polio campaigns in the
five countries across the region have now reached some 22.8 million children this
year.

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN THE REGION:
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2,792 health workers trained

59,588 antenatal consultations for Syrian refugees

294,123 referrals of Syrian refugees to secondary or
tertiary healthcare services

2,262,828 consultations for Syrian refugees in primary
health care services
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Planned response based on full funding of RRP6 for an expected population of 3.59 million Syrian refugees in the region by end‐2014.  
As at end‐July 2014, there were 2.92 million refugees in the region and the overall RRP6 appeal is  43% funded.

Construction of a field hospital ‐ Adiyaman camp, Turkey. UNHCR 2014 
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REGIONAL: RRP6 MONTHLY UPDATE ‐ JULY BASIC NEEDS

NEEDS ANALYSIS:
Sector Working Groups estimate that up to 90 per cent of newly‐arriving Syrian
refugees have no or very few personal belongings. Syrians report that the biggest
challenges for material assistance were food, rent and basic items (blankets,
clothes, kitchen utensils, plastic buckets/jerry cans).

Recent assessments of refugees living in host communities have found that the
income versus expenditure gap caused by limited livelihood opportunities, rising
rent and service prices tends to lead to increased use of negative coping
strategies as the crisis continues. In Egypt, 11 per cent of families reported
borrowing as their main source of income, while in Jordan up to 87 per cent of
registered Syrian families living outside of camps are in debt. In Lebanon, an
average of 70 per cent of Syrian families are in debt and the amount of debt is
generally higher for large households or those who have been in Lebanon longer.

Though large‐scale dataset analysis has not yet been completed for all refugee
countries, there are indications that the most vulnerable families include those
whose household expenditures exceed the identified average minimum
expenditure basket and those families with large family size, large number of
children or who live in crowded conditions. These among other indicators help to
identify the most vulnerable.

Planning has already started for winterization programmes. Winter will add
additional concerns for families including the need for heating fuel, warm clothes,
reinforced winterized shelters and additional blankets. Winterized living
conditions are in particular needed in the refugee camps in Iraq, including
insulated foundations for tents with adequate drainage to prevent flooding.

JULY HIGHLIGHTS:
In Iraq, during the Holy Month of Ramadan, a special distribution took place of
clothes for women and children, diapers, mattresses, kitchen sets, garbage bins
and first aid kits. During the month, more than 2,000 newly arrived refugees
received core relief items, almost 9,000 received replacement core relief items,
and more than 26,000 individuals were assisted with additional seasonal items
(fans, air coolers etc). At least 118,000 refugees have now been assisted with
core relief items in Iraq since the start of the year. In Jordan, more than 183,000
individuals have been assisted with basic household items during 2014. In
Lebanon, some 26,000 people benefited from the provision of newcomer core
relief item kits, bringing the total to almost 340,000 people since the start of the
year. In Turkey, more than 57,000 people have received support with core relief
items during 2014.

In Egypt, vulnerable Syrian refugees are being helped to meet their basic needs
through the provision of monthly cash grants. Almost 31,000 refugees are now
assisted each month, representing some 22 per cent of the registered
population. In Turkey, over 9,800 people benefitted from cash‐voucher
programmes during July, bringing the total number assisted to almost 30,000 this
year. In Jordan this year, almost 250,000 people have benefited from regular
cash assistance, almost 200,000 from urgent cash assistance, and some 140,000
from seasonal cash assistance.

Also in Jordan, a the Task Force on Gender‐Age‐Disability will circulate a survey
on gender mainstreaming in cash projects. This will serve to get a sense of what
GAD‐related information organizations are already collecting or are planning to
collect and identify gaps in order to address them during the gender workshop
scheduled for mid‐August.

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN THE REGION:
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As at end‐July 2014, there were 2.92 million refugees in the region and the overall RRP6 appeal is  43% funded.

Provision of NFIs to Syrians in Hatay province, Turkey. IOM, 2014 

(Winter programmes will resume in the final quarter of 2014)

*excluding winterization and cash assistance



REGIONAL: RRP6 MONTHLY UPDATE ‐ JULY SHELTER

NEEDSANALYSIS:
Out of 3.59 million UNHCR registered Syrians expected by December 2014,
around 540,000 will be accommodated in camps. Shelter solutions in camps vary
and include tents, caravans and transitional T‐shelters, generally meeting
minimum international standards. Continued efforts are required (and
underway) to improve infrastructure (roads, drainage), provide safety, ensure
weather‐proofing and maintenance, inclusion of water and sanitation facilities.
Camps are relatively expensive on a per‐capita basis and at present, have little
prospect for self‐sustainability. Shelter remains a significant concern in the
contingency plan, given the scarcity of land to accommodate large numbers of
people. Throughout the region, there are pre‐identified sites to accommodate up
to 200,000 additional people.

Access to affordable and adequate shelter remains a major issue for those
refugees living outside of camps. 95 per cent of refugees who live outside camps
pay rent, and thus are impacted by increasing rental prices and shortages of
affordable housing units in the market. In Jordan, for example, rental prices have
reportedly increased by 100‐200 per cent in some areas, with extremes of 300
per cent, compared to pre‐crisis values. Moreover, across the region,
approximately 860,000 refugees are estimated to live in sub‐standard shelters,
including some 170,000 people living in informal settlements in Lebanon. Many
refugees are paying rent to live in places that are uninhabitable.

Winter cold and seasonal precipitation pose yet another challenge to the most
shelter insecure ‐ it is estimated that nearly 100,000 dwellings will be in need of
weather‐proofing or assistance with heating during the winter months.

JULY HIGHLIGHTS:
In refugee camps in Iraq, 468 families have now moved from the transit to the
permanent site at Gawilan, after more than 1,800 tent foundations and kitchens
were constructed. Almost 50,000 refugees have now benefited this year from
improved shelter such as foundations and kitchens, while over 17,000 have
benefited from new or replacement tents. Also in Iraq, internally displaced
persons (IDPs) from south and central Iraq were on the move into the Kurdistan
region, with some turning to Syrian refugee camps in Iraq for shelter. In Jordan,
more than 5,500 prefabricated caravans, 13,100 emergency shelters, and 6,200 T‐
shelters have been provided so far this year.

In Lebanon, where all of the refugee are living outside of camps, over 290,000
people have now received some form of shelter assistance this year. This includes
the rehabilitation of houses and collective centres as well as weatherproofing,
sealing off and other repairs. With the Government now allowing the use of T‐
shelter types, a pilot installation of 30 T‐shelters in the private gardens of 10
houses in Minieh rural areas is underway. The pilot is intended to address the
needs of eviction cases. Compatible WASH facilities will be installed at each site,
and the pilot is seen as a promising intervention that will increase protected and
dignified shelter capacity and benefit the Lebanese community as well as the
refugee population.

In Jordan, interventions are also carried out for refugees out of camps, including
more than 6,300 households receiving rental support, some 6,500 receiving
information messaging on housing issues, and almost 8,000 home adaptation kits
being distributed.

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN THE REGION:
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Planned response based on full funding of RRP6 for an expected population of 3.59 million Syrian refugees in the region by end‐2014.  
As at end‐July 2014, there were 2.92 million refugees in the region and the overall RRP6 appeal is  43% funded.

Tent foundations  and  other facilities being implemented in KRI, Robinson|UNHCR



REGIONAL: RRP6 MONTHLY UPDATE ‐ JULY WASH

JULY HIGHLIGHTS:
Water quality needs to be continuously monitored to ensure proper standards.
In Iraq, water quality reports in July show that the water being distributed meets
national drinking water standards. In Jordan, water quality is adequate by
national standards, but 7‐20 per cent of respondents to a survey rated it as
bad/fair in certain areas, leading to household buying expensive bottled water.

In Jordan's Zaatari camp, the distribution of water daily is ongoing, with some
3.8 million litres of water distributed every day. In Lebanon, more than 1.4
million litres of water per day is trucked to vulnerable populations, serving an
estimated 40,000 people. In Iraq, all refugees living in camps are benefiting from
the minimum standard of water, sanitation and hygiene services. The
permanent camp at Arbat in Iraq was opened in July, and it will feature
household level water and sanitation services to serve individual families. In
Turkey, 20 more WASH containers were delivered to Nizip camps bringing the
total number of WASH containers delivered to camps to 308 for the year.

In Lebanon, where refugees do not live in camps, around 2,230 latrines have
been constructed for households to assist more than 11,000 people. In Jordan's
Zaatari camp, des‐sludging of 1.7 million litres of wastewater is ongoing every
day.

July is the height of the cholera risk season in Iraq's Kurdistan Region, so social
mobilizers have been continuing their hygiene promotion messaging and the
distribution of kits to reach some 45,000 people during the month. More than
90,000 people have now benefited from hygiene promotion activities in Iraq this
year. In Jordan more than 190,000 people have been reached with hygiene
promotion this year, while in Lebanon the figure is almost 320,000.

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN THE REGION:
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Planned response based on full funding of RRP6 for an expected population of 3.59 million Syrian refugees in the region by end‐2014.  
As at end‐July 2014, there were 2.92 million refugees in the region and the overall RRP6 appeal is  43% funded.

REGIONAL RESPONSE INDICATORS:

*Overall figures include full camp‐based population of refugees in Turkey benefiting from 
WASH services

Syrian refugee Aya, 8‐years‐old, tries to keep cool as she washes her 
face outside of her family's home in an informal settlement in 
Dalhamiyeh in the Bekaa Valley, Lebanon. UNHCR/S. Baldwin.

NEEDSANALYSIS:
Historically water‐scarce, the region is facing even worse shortages in the coming
year as precipitation levels fall below average. Ageing and inefficient water
systems add to the problem, with both Jordan and Lebanon reporting over 50 per
cent water loss through leakage in some locations. RRP actors are concerned that
water shortages may impact domestic food production, livestock availability, and
livelihoods while increasing retail prices for food products and reducing informal
labour market employment.

Sixty‐five per cent and 43 per cent of refugees in camps in Jordan and Iraq
respectively have their water needs met through boreholes, with the balance of
the water needs met through expensive water trucking. RRP partners are working
to develop sustainable strategies, though these will require additional up‐front
investments.

Twenty three per cent of Syrian refugees in the region living outside of camps
report having inadequate access to water. Refugees living in substandard shelter,
including informal settlements, face the greatest difficulties in accessing safe water
and largely depend on water trucking. Refugees living in standard housing are able
to access water from municipal systems. Nonetheless, RRP partners are providing
municipalities with water to meet the increased demand on their grids.

Refugee camps depend on costly desludging trucking, and RRP partners are
working with government officials to find more sustainable, cost‐efficient and eco‐
sensitive approaches to addressing wastewater disposal. Poor sewage and
sanitation is a significant factor contributing to water‐borne diseases, increasing
presence of vectors, posing public health risks, especially as many families lack the
means to purchase basic hygiene items.



REGIONAL: RRP6 MONTHLY UPDATE ‐ JULY SOCIAL COHESION & LIVELIHOODS

JULY HIGHLIGHTS:
In Egypt during July, more than 50 men and women were supported with micro‐
enterprise seed grants, along with training, coaching and support, bringing the
total number assisted with self‐reliance programmes to 720 for the year. During
the month, training was also carried out for enumerators who will be working on
a survey of Syrian refugees in Egypt as part of a socio‐economic assessment. In
Lebanon, almost 4,000 individuals have benefited from income generating
opportunities or new employment in 2014. Over 2,300 people participated in
employment assistance programmes this year in Iraq. Sustainable livelihood
opportunities will also be provided to 100 vulnerable Syrian and host community
youth in Dohuk and Erbil by providing them with livelihood trainings, job search
and job placement assistance.

More than 3,100 people have participated in vocational training or skills
development programmes in Egypt this year. In Lebanon, almost 11,000 people
have received vocational and life‐skills support this year (some 1,300 in July).
More than 650 people have participated in vocational or life‐skills training in Iraq
this year.

In Lebanon, social cohesion activities continued, with three new Community
Support Projects completed in Batroun and Trablous. A total of USD 178,000 was
invested in the communities through these projects. Seven new CSPs have also
been approved for Akkar, along with 29 new projects in Akkar, Central Bekaa and
the South to support communities to cope with the impact of the crisis. 224
communities are now benefiting from 153 CSPs completed since the start of the
year. Three local conflict mitigations mechanism were also established in Wadi
Khaled, Hermel and Beghdan (Mount Lebanon) to engage local communities in
dialogue mechanisms.

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN THE REGION:
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NEEDSANALYSIS:
The current legislative and policy frameworks in the region provide limited
employment opportunities for Syrian refugees. Relatively high unemployment
among nationals pre‐dates, and is exacerbated by, the economic impact of the
crisis. The International Labour Organization cites a Middle East unemployment
rate of 10 per cent in 2013, with a young adult unemployment rate of 26 per cent.
Economies in the region are suffering from the trade losses and reduced
household market participation for locally produced or traded goods. Many
countries continue to bear scars from the global economic crisis and related
access to capital, foreign investment and reduced domestic growth.

Refugees seek work in informal sectors which require manual, unskilled short
term labour with sub‐standard working conditions and reduced salaries, often
accompanied by exploitation risks. The engagement of refugees in informal
labour practices has created a perception among host communities that refugees
are depriving nationals of work opportunities and depressing wages. Although
this is not necessarily evidenced by employment statistics, the perception may
drive poor community relations, distrust and disruption of social cohesion. Many
refugees originate from rural areas of Syria and lack necessary skills for work in
urban settings.

An analysis of livelihood is needed to more thoroughly examine factors beyond
legal barriers, including the remoteness of locations where refugees reside,
language skills, tools, capita and increasing intolerance towards Syrian refugees.
Longer‐term strategies necessitate a mixture of legal considerations to provide
avenues to allow Syrians to work balanced with the employment of national
cohorts. Such strategies may offer short and longer‐term cash‐for‐work and large
public works projects for poor nationals and poor Syrians.

Planned response based on full funding of RRP6 for an expected population of 3.59 million Syrian refugees in the region by end‐2014.  
There are currently 2.92 million refugees in the region and the overall RRP6 appeal is  43% funded.

REGIONAL RESPONSE INDICATORS:
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