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 Migrants 

CENTRAL AMERICA  
An estimated 200 Cuban migrants per day continue to arrive in Costa Rica, 

according to Government officials. The civil protection agency estimates that 

national response capacity can assist 3,500 people for one month. 

According to Costa Rican authorities, 2,886 Cuban migrants (1,171 adults, 549 

women, 29 boys and 20 girls) are in 18 shelters. 

Costa Rica has issued more than 2,800 temporary visas (valid for 7 days) for the 

Cuban migrants. Expired visas are being renewed for 15 days. The border with 

Nicaragua remains closed. 

Foreign Ministers of the Central American Integration System (SICA) failed to reach 

an agreement on a solution to the migrant crisis during a meeting on 24 November 

in El Salvador, which included the Foreign Ministers from Cuba, Mexico, Colombia 

and Ecuador. 

According to media reports, authorities in Panama have apprehended 850 Cuban 

migrants and Ecuador announced that Cuban citizens traveling to that country will 

require a visa as of 1 December 2015. 

OCHA supported the UN in Costa Rica in coordinating a rapid needs assessment of 

the situation along the northern border and defining the actions to ensure the 

assistance of migrants. 
Source: World Food Program. 

 

 

 
COSTA RICA: Cuban migrants at the Costa Rica - Nicaragua border under the  surveillance of Costa Rican police. Picture: 
Natasha Cambronero/La Nación. 

Highlights 
 MIGRATION: 2,886 Cuban migrants are 

in Costa Rica distributed in 18 shelters. 
These migrants have a temporary visa to 
transit through Costa Rica, while the 
border with Nicaragua remains closed. 
 

 RAINS & FLOODS: Around 2,000 people 
are affected by floods in several regions 
of Paraguay. Assistance to those affected 
is difficult in some isolated communities. 

 

 COLD WAVE: Guatemala prepares for 
the cold season and has set up 81 
emergency shelters. Authorities expect 
to receive about 10,000 people in these 
shelters. 
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Early Warning 

    
Seleccionar un icono para entrar en el sitio especializado de 

seguimiento a las emergencias, por su clasificación. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Volcanic Activity 
NICARAGUA 
The Telica volcano registered a major explosion of 

gases and ash on 29 November since its last 

eruptive phase, which began a week ago.  

The strong emission of ash forced hundreds of 

people in the departments of Leon and Chinandega 

to cover their faces with masks, while others 

remained in their houses to avoid contact with 

volcanic material. 

12 families were evacuated. The volcanic explosion 

reached 200 meters high, official sources informed. 

The Telica Volcano, 1,061 meters high, is located 

112 kilometers northwest of Managua and is one of 

the most active volcanoes in Nicaragua. 
Source: National authorities via El Nuevo Diario. 

 

 

Rains & Floods 
PARAGUAY 

According to preliminary data, at least 2,000 

people (400 families) in the department of San 

Pedro (eastern Paraguay) have been affected by 

floods and strong winds and rains. 

Some roads and highways have been damaged 

which complicates the arrival of assistance to those 

people affected. 

National authorities are sending humanitarian aid, 

blankets and non-perishable food and they 

monitor the water level of the Parana River (south 

of the country) as it has 5 meters above the normal 

level, affecting some 675 people (135 families). 
Source: ABC Digital. 

 

 

Cold wave 

GUATEMALA 

The National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction 

(CONRED) has activated the National Plan of 

Integrated Risk Management 2015-2016 due to a 

drop in temperature.  

A total of 81 centers have been established that 

could serve as shelters nationwide. 

The temperature-drop season begins in November 

and ends in March of next year. It is expected that 

more than 10,000 people could need assistance, 

especially in the highlands of the country, where 

temperatures are forecasted between -7 to -5 

degrees Celsius. 
Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction. 

 

 

Climate Conference 

COP21 

The Climate Change Conference (COP21) aims to 

write the script for a new future of hope, security and 

dignity for all people in the world, said the UN 

Secretary General at the inauguration of the event in 

Paris. 

Speaking to more than 150 world leaders, Ban Ki-

moon asked them to settle on their commitments in 

a durable, dynamic, supportive and credible 

agreement to ensure that the temperature of the 

Earth does not increase more than 2 ° C by the end 

of the century. 

The UN Secretary said that national plans to cut 

emissions which have submitted more than 180 

countries are a good start, but remembered that it is 

needed more ambitious and swift action. 
Source:United Nations. 
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