
Weekly Note on Emergencies 

 1 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 PANAMÁ: More than 4,250 people affected by rains in the provinces of Panama and Colon.  

 GUATEMALA: Low temperatures are worsening humanitarian situation of those affected by the earthquake.  
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HEAVY RAINS & FLOODS 

PANAMA: Heavy rains lashed the western part 

of the Province of Panama and the province of 

Colon (north of the country), leaving at least five 

people dead and affecting more than 4,250. 

Some 910 houses and several businesses were 

flooded by overflowing of rivers.  

 

The President declared a state of emergency for 

affected areas and is providing humanitarian 

assistance. So far, no international assistance 

has been requested.  

Source: SINAPROC. 

 

 

 

EARTHQUAKE  

GUATEMALA: Temperatures of 0 degrees 

Celsius is worsening the humanitarian situation 

in areas affected by the 7 November 

earthquake. Eight departments remain under a 

state of emergency: San Marcos, 

Quetzaltenango, Quiché, Sololá, Retalhuleu, 

Suchitepéquez, Totonicapán and 

Huehuetenango.  

 

Assessments in affected areas revealed that 

more than 3 million were affected, 24,770 are 

homeless, and 30,870 houses area damaged. 

Currently 113 shelters are operating and 

housing 6,920 people.   

 

The Executive Secretariat of the National 

Coordinator for Disaster Risk Reduction (SE-

CONRED) mobilized 323 tons of humanitarian 

assistance.  

Source: CONRED. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rains affected more than 4,250 people in the provinces of 
Panama (west) and Colon. ©Panamericana.PE. 
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EPIDEMICS 

PERU - DENGUE: The Government declared a 

60-day State of Emergency for the provinces of 

Coronel Portillo, Padre Abad and Atalaya, in the 

Ucayali region due to a dengue outbreak. To 

date, there have been 10 deaths and more than 

2,000 confirmed cases in Ucayali. Local 

authorities are attending the affected population. 

Campaigns to control mosquito have been 

launched.  

Source: Government of Peru 

 

PARAGUAY - DENGUE: Of the 29,100 cases of 

dengue in the country this year, the worst levels 

are in the Central department, with 21,248 

confirmed cases.  The city of Asunción is the 

worst city, with 4,711 confirmed cases. To date, 

there have been 67 deaths, with a mortality rate 

of 0.23%.  

Source: Gobierno de Paraguay 

 

HAITI – CHOLERA: The Ministry of Health 

reported that the death toll for cholera in Haiti 

after Hurricane Sandy has reached 44.  More 

than 5,000 people have been attended for 

symptoms related to the illness, which has been 

present in the country since October 2010. While 

authorities are not surprised by this situation, 

the number of deaths is considered high. Official 

data indicates that since the initial outbreak, 

more than 7,600 people have lost their lives and 

at least 331,000 have been hospitalized.  Of 

Haiti’s 10 million inhabitants, only 2 per cent 

have access to potable water and adequate 

sanitation.  

Source: Ministry of Public Health of Haiti 

 

 

FOOD SECURITY 

LAC: In Latin America and the Caribbean, more 

than 49 million people went hungry between 

2010 and 2012.  This represents a reduction of 1 

million people compared to the 2007 – 2009 

period and despite the economic increase in the 

region, which is mitigated by a poor distribution 

of wealth.  Approximately 8.3 per cent of the 

region’s population did not consume the 

necessary calories to live a healthy life.  Nine of 

the region’s 33 countries have a hunger rate of 

less than 5 per cent, while 16 countries have a 

rate above 10 per cent. Countries most affected 

by hunger are Haiti, with el 44%, Guatemala 

(30%), Paraguay (25%), Bolivia (24%) and 

Nicaragua (20%). 

The number of people living with hunger 

continues to diminish slowly, with 16 million 

people rising out of conditions of huger in the 

last twenty years. The region is nearing the first 

Millennium goal of reducing the number of 

people living with food insecurity by half 

between 1990 and 2015. 

Source: United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization  

 

 


