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RAINS & FLOODS  

ECUADOR: Since the first quarter 2013, the 

Ecuadorian coast has been affected by heavy 

rains. The provinces of Guayas, El Oro and Manabi 

are the most affected. Over the last week, more 

than 1,070 people were directly impacted by the 

floods, while the total for the rainy season is 

upward of 11,470.    

Source: United Nations & National Secretariat for Risk 

Management.  

 

Flooding in the Buenavista River in the province of El Oro. 
Rains have affected more than 11,000 people in Ecuador in 
2013. ©La Hora. 

 

COLOMBIA: Heavy rains in the last week caused 

an emergency in the departments of Antioquia, 

Risaralda and Arauca (Northern).  Rains affected 

about 1,300 people, 550 houses, damaged crops 

and public infrastructure. The department of 

Quindio (Center) was declared under a state of 

calamity due a windstorm that affected 2,000 

people and blew roofs off of several houses. In 

the department of Putumayo (southern – border 

with Ecuador), floods affected seven communities 

- some 135 people were evacuated and two died. 

Many families lost their belongings and food.  The 

community school was also damaged.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

GUATEMALA: The Fuego volcano is increasing its 

eruptive patterns. Since the end of last week, a 

new lava flow has appeared, reaching 300 

meters. Explosions are shooting ash columns up 

to 4,200 meters above the sea level, creating 

avalanches and weak and moderate blasts.  

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction. 

 

COLOMBIA: The Nevado del Ruiz Volcano is 

increasing activity.  Gas and ash emissions have 

been reported, as well as seismic activities. The 

Colombian Red Cross has activated its National 

Crisis Room to monitor the volcano as well as its 

contingency plans in 13 departments. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 ECUADOR: 1,070 people affected by latest floods. In 2013, more than 11,000 people have been affected.  

 GUATEMALA & COLOMBIA: The Fuego and Nevado del Ruiz volcanos have intensified activities. 

 HONDURAS: Yellow alert in the department of Atlantida for seismic activities.  
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SEISMIC ACTIVITY 

HONDURAS: On 24 April, authorities declared an 

indefinite yellow alert for the department of 

Atlantida, affected by seismic activity that left 80 

houses damaged. An action plan was 

implemented to provide humanitarian response 

to those affected, through a mobile Emergency 

Operation Center (EOC) in the community of San 

Juan Pueblo. Damages and needs assessments 

are ongoing. The number of internally displaced 

people who have left their community is not 

known. One of the most urgent identified needs 

is psychosocial assistant.  

Source: Permanent Contingency Commission.  

 

FOOD INSECURITY 

GUATEMALA: National authorities have 7,000 

metric tons of food to assist families affected by 

food insecurity in the country’s 11 departments in 

the dry corridor. With this provision, authorities 

seek to prevent chronic malnutrition in children 

under 5. The World Food Programe will contribute 

to this project with another 5,000 metric tons of 

food. The dry corridor of Guatemala is repeatedly 

affected by drought. In 2013, this semiarid area 

expanded from five to 11 departments:  

Huehuetenango, Quiché, San Marcos, Retalhuleu, 

Escuintla and Zacapa have been recently added 

to the dry corridor, while Chiquimula, Jutiapa, El 

Progreso and Baja Verapaz, were the original 

deaprments.  

Source: Government of Guatemala via Diario de Centro 

América 


