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Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Year 6 – Volume 322             2 September, 2013

FROST 

Cold wave affects Peru, Bolivia and 

Paraguay, leaving more than 253,000 

hectares of crops damaged and more than 

21,000 dead livestock.  

 

PERU: Strong frosts have affected the 

Andean highest zones since 24 August, 

especially the departments of Puno, Cusco, 

Apurimac, Ayacucho and Huancavelica.  

According to official data from the National 

Civil Defense Institute (INDECI), there are 

about 5,247 people homeless, 83,444 

affected and 1 dead. There are also reports 

of 60,648 hectares of crops damaged, and 

26,641 dead livestock and more than 

683,000 animals affected.  

Source: INDECI. 

 

BOLIVIA: Heavy frost in several regions of 

the country claimed the life of 3 people, and 

affected 3,500 families (17,500 people 

approx.), as well as 70,000 heads of cattle.   

The most affected departments are: La Paz, 

 
The Ministry of Education decided to suspend classes on 2-6 Sep 
in 10 regions of Peru due to the low temperaturas @Perú21. 

 

Cochabamba, Potosí and Chuquisaca.  

The government put in action the 

contingency plan with an investment of de 

2.9 million bolivianos (approx. USD 

$410,000) and is providing humanitarian 

assistance including food distribution, tools, 

and the possibility to provide forage. (1) 

An UN team requested an Emergency Cash 

Grant to assist the families affected by the 

frost. (2) 

Source: (1) ABI, (2) OCHA. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 PERU: More than 83,440 people affected by cold wave in the high Andean and causes damage to livestock.  

 BOLIVIA: Heavy snow left 3 dead and near 3,500 families affected.  

 HONDURAS: Dengue outbreak continued its recent decline, the death toll reaches 19 people.   
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PARAGUAY: Frosts caused great 

affectations in the livestock sector, mainly in 

the Southern part of the country. Reports of 

5,200 cattle dead, consequence of the cold 

wave. The most affected departments are 

Alto Parana and Itapua.  

Source: National Service of Quality and Animal Health via 

Ultima Hora. 

 

HURRICANE SEASON 

MÉXICO: Tropical storm Fernand left 

damages in the East and South of Mexico, 

especially in the state of Veracruz (Gulf of 

Mexico). Unofficial sources report 13 people 

dead due to landslides caused by intense 

rains and floods in the zone.  The Governance 

Secretary of Mexico issued last Friday 50 

disaster declarations for the municipalities of 

Veracruz; the federal government will 

continue to support the most urgent needs of 

the affected population and will reinforce the 

work of the damage assessment committee 

of the National Disaster Fund (FONDEN) and 

to determine more accurately the damage 

caused in the infrastructure and quantify 

resources needed for recovery. 

The UNETT coordinator and Mexico’s OCHA 

NDRA are monitoring the situation.  

Source: OCHA 

 

OUTBREAKS 

HONDURAS: DENGUE. A slight tendency to 

drop the number of dengue cases.  As of 

week 33 (11 – 16 August), health authorities 

have confirmed 17 deaths, and 2 cases are 

under investigation; 20,773 cases of classic 

dengue and 2,773 cases of severe dengue.  

Source: Ministry of Health. 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: CHOLERA. Since 

19 August, the Health Department has 

attended 138 patients with symptoms of 

cholera in the province of San Cristóbal.  The 

department of Public Health Emergency and 

Disaster, the Red Cross, the Civil Defense 

and other institutions have joined efforts with 

Public Health to prevent further spread of the 

disease. 

Source: Ministry of Health. 

 

DROUGHT AND FOOD 

INSECURITY 

GUATEMALA: The lack of rain during July 

damaged corn and beans crops, and affected 

16,069 families in 257 communities of 

various municipalities, which will be cared for 

with the delivery of food bags for two 

months. 

The most affected departments are:  

Zacapa (4,344 families); Chiquimula (3,587 

families); Baja Verapaz, (2,723 families); El 

Progreso, (1,815 families), and Quiché 

(1,389 families). 

Source: Siglo XXI 
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HONDURAS: The heat wave (season when 

the heat is stronger) was from 14 July – 20 

August, caused a largest loss of the 50,000 

TON of corn, which represents a 20 percent 

of the first crop, reported the Vice Minister of 

Agriculture and Livestock (SAG). According 

to the National Association of Grain 

Producers of Honduras (Prograno) losses in 

corn and beans due to the climatic change, 

represent some 10,000 blocks in some 

municipalities of Olancho, which represents 

approximately 60,000 TON of these basic 

products. 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock via Proceso 

Digital. 

 


