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Food Insecurity 
GUATEMALA 

 

   >1 year of coverage 

Guatemala remains under a state of emergency for food insecurity 

caused by coffee rust and drought. The state of emergency was 

declared in February 2013. Approximatley 95,000 families (some 

475,000 people) are affected by loss of employment and loss of staple 

crops. Cases of acute malnutrition have increased by 22 per cent 

compared to this period in 2012. The World Food Programme estimates 

that at least 160,000 people are suffering from acute and moderate food 

insecurity. The Humanitarian Country Team is considering applying for 

emergency funds from the United Nations Central Emergency 

Response Fund. Four countries in the region have declared national 

emergencies for food insecurity: Dominican Republic, Guatemala, 

Honduras and Nicaragua. 
Source: United Nations 

 

 

 

GUATEMALA: The World Food Programme estimates that 160,000 people are suffering from food insecurity. 
Much of the coffee crops are affected by rust. © Prensa Libre/Archivo. 

 
 

Highlights 
 GUATEMALA: WFP estimates that 

160,000 people are affected by food 
insecurity. The HCT may apply for CERF 
funding. 
 

 BRAZIL: Drought is affecting the state of 
Sao Paulo. Reservoirs are at less than 
15% of capacity. 

 

 The CARIBBEAN: 30 countries 
participated in a simulation exercise in 
the event of a tsunami in the region. 

Monitoreo 

 

ECUADOR: 
Orange Alert for 
the Reventador  
Volcano 

 
BOLIVIA: Floods 

 

Weekly Stats 

 

US$1  
Million donated by 
the European Union 
for floods in Bolivia 

 

160,000 
People suffering 
from food insecurity 
in Guatemala 

 

Sector Groups 

Early Warning 

    
Seleccionar un icono para entrar en el sitio especializado de 

seguimiento a las emergencias, por su clasificación. 

 

http://www.redhum.org/#em_modal_774
http://www.redhum.org/#em_modal_774
http://www.redhum.org/#em_modal_774
http://www.redhum.org/sector
http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional 
Office through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported 
by the Sources indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for 

further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  
 
 

 

 

Drought 

BRAZIL   2 week of coverage 

coverture The state of Sao Paulo is experiencing its worst 

water crises in its history. Six main water reservoirs 

are at less than 15 per cent of capacity. The 

Government of Sao Paulo announced an 

emergency plan to deal with the drought crises by 

accessing water from the Paraiba River, which is the 

main supply to neighbouring state Río de Janeiro. 
Source: Government of Brazil via El Nuevo Día. 

 

Floods  
BOLIVIA  6 months of coverage 

The national emergency for floods is still in effect. 

The European Union has donated close to US$1 

million (742,000 Euros) for immediate aid for some 

55,000 families affected by the disaster (some 

275,000 people). The funds were allocated to 

humanitarian agencies in the region, the 

International Federation of the Red Cross’s Disaster 

Response Fund and direct support from European 

Union member countries. 

The Government has allocated close to $6.5 million 

(Bs. 45 million) to the emergency. The United 

Nations approved $3.2 million from the Central 

Emergency Response Fund.  
Source: European Commission – Directorate-General for 

Humanitarian Aid (DG ECHO). 

 

 

 

 

Volcanic Activity 
ECUADOR   1 week of coverage 

The National Secretariat for Risk Management 

raised the alert for the Reventador Volcano from 

yellow to orange. Volcanic activity and emission of 

lava is increasing. The alert is in effect for 

communities at risk living nearby the volcano. 

Authorities are monitoring the situation. 
Source: National Secretariat for Risk Management. 

 

Preparedness 
THE CARIBBEAN 

   

Thirty countries participated in a tsunami 

simulation exercise, led by UNESCO’s 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, 

with the objective of assessing the response 

capacity of countries in the region for this type of 

event. The scenario was based around an 

earthquake and a tsunami 430 kilometres from 

Gibraltar, similar to that of 1 November 1755.  

Historic records show that the first waves from this 

tsunami hit Lisboa 20 minutes after the earthquake 

and arrived at Antigua Island in the Caribbean 9 

hours later.   

Tsunami alert centres in the Pacific and United 

States participated in the exercise by sending alert 

messages to participating countries. The exercise 

tested alert systems for the Caribbean Sea, which 

were created by Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

Commission in 2005. 
Source: United Nations. 
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