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Floods 
BOLIVIA   5 months of coverage 
OCHA has identified more than a dozen international humanitarian actors 

deployed in the Department of Beni, who have concentrated the majority of 

their actions in the city of Trinidad.  In Rurrenabaque, efforts are directed 

North to the zones of Riberalta and Guayaramerín.  Efforts are focused 

primarily in the Camp Management sector.  Last week, in the city of 

Guayaramerín, water levels surpassed the levels recorded during the 2008 

floods and are expected to continue rising.  Seventeen (17) shelters are still 

activated to attend the evacuated families (450 from the city and 1,200 from 

rural areas).  The Ministry of Education informed that 493 education 

establishments were affected; of which 450 were used as shelters; of these, 

300 are still facing an interruption of education programs.  According to the 

latest reports, 68,000 families have been affected by the floods (some 340,000 

persons). 

Source: OCHA 

 

 

BOLIVIA: Humanitarian organizations are focusing their activities in the city of Trinidad and surrounding 
areas.  To date it is estimated that 68,000 families have been affected by the floods. ©Cascos Blancos. 

 

GUATEMALA   1 week of coverage 
Some 1,431 people have been affected by rains in certain communities in the 

Department of Quiché.  Moderate to severe damages have also been reported 

in 180 houses.  Authorities have declared and alert and mobilized humanitarian 

assistance as well as intervention teams to the affected areas. 

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction vía Prensa Libre. 

Highlights 
 BOLIVIA: The latest report shows 68,000 

affected families.  Humanitarian 
activities are concentrated in Trinidad.  
Camp Management is one of the 
humanitarian priorities. 
 

 GUATEMALA: In Quiché, some 1,431 
people have been affected by the rains.  
Authorities have declared an alert. 

 

 CHILE & PERU: Three earthquakes 
between 7.0 and 6.0 degrees of intensity 
occurred over the weekend.  Despite 
generating alerts, no major damages 
were registered. 

 

Weekly stats 

 

68,000  
Families affected by 
floods in Bolivia. 

 

US$681  
Million in estimaded 
losses due to the 
impact of coffee rust 
in the region.. 

 

Sector Groups 

 

 

Early warning 

    
Click on an icon to enter the specialized monitoring site for 

emergencies by classification. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/


WEEKLY NOTE ON EMERGENCY   AÑO 7 VOLUMEN 347 2 

 

 

 

 

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional 
Office through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported 
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Floods (cont´d.) 
ARGENTINA   1 week of coverage 

More than 20,000 hectares of crops in the province 

of Santa Fe (central Western part of the country) 

have been flooded since the beginning of 2014.  

Experts estimate huge losses in soy, maize and 

sorghum crops.  The situation has affected the 

designated lactose collection centers, one of the 

main economic activities of the region.  
Source: La Nación. 

 

Earthquakes 

CHILE   1 week of coverage 

A 7.0 degree earthquake shook the northern coast 

of Chile on Sunday (16 March).  Some 56 

aftershocks have been registered, of which 8 

percent have been perceived by the population.  No 

damages to people have been reported and basic 

services were not altered.  Some preventive 

evacuations were necessary. 
Source: National Emergencies Office – Ministry of the Interior. 

 

PERU   1 Week of coverage 

Two earthquakes of 6.2 and 6.0 degrees happenned 

on Saturday (15 Mach) in the North and South of 

Peru.  The first quake of 6.2 degrees generated a 

tsunami alert that was withdrawn minutes later.  

The second quake was felt in the cities of Guayaquil 

and Cuenca in Ecuador.  No victims or damages 

have been reported. 
Source: National Civil Defense Institute vía La República. 

 

 

 

Coffee Rust 

NICARAGUA 
   

The 2013-2014 coffee harvest was reduced 28% 

compared to the previous year, and has left some 

90,000 workers that earn their living by this means 

without work, according to official and union 

workers' statistics.  Action Against Hunger alerted 

of a social crisis resulting from damages caused by 

the coffee rust that has placed families that lost 

their jobs in a situation of food insecurity.  

According to the International Coffee Organization 

(ICO), the Rust (a fungus that destroys coffee 

plants) has spread throughout Central America over 

the past months due to -among other factors- 

climate change that favors its spread and to poor 

crop management. It is estimated that some 49% of 

crops in Latin America and the Caribbean have been 

lost; 500,000 jobs have disappeared and economic 

losses could reach US $681 million. 
Source: Government of Nicaragua vía Hoy Digital & 

International coffee Organization. 

 

EL SALVADOR 
   

The country has been economically impacted by 

the coffee crisis affecting more than 16,000 small 

and medium farmers.  It is expected that the 2013-

2014 harvest will be 723,000 quitniles, the lowest in 

the past 100 years.  The Ministry of Agriculture and 

Livestock has allotted US$5.6 million to the “rescue 

of the coffeeculture” and to support affected 

farmers.  Additionally, lines of credit hace been 

enabled with soft rates.  Experts estimate losses 

could be even greater. 
Source: La Prensa Gráfica. 

mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org

