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Floods 
BOLIVIA   5 months of coverage 

The number of those affected by floods remains at 60,000 families 

(some 300,000 persons).  Water levels have begun to decrease in some 

rivers in the northern sections of the department of Beni, although in 

other areas in the south they have increased. 

United Nations and other humanitarian agency staff, together with the 

Red Cross, are present in Beni, the most affected department, carrying 

out assistance and evaluation related efforts. 

 

 

BOLIVIA: US$1.3 million have been alloted by donors and humanitarian organizations to respond to the 
emergency, in addition to the funds designated by the government. ©Cascos Blancos. 

 

A request to the Central Emergency Request Fund is being developed to 

support the following sectors: agriculture, food, health, protection, 

logistics, nutrition, shelter, in addition to water, sanitation and hygiene.  

In addition to the investment by the Bolivian government, $1.3 million 

has been given in support of the emergency by United Nations, the Red 

Cross, the private sector, the church and other countries.  An UNDAC 

mission is currently in Bolivia supporting the efforts of the goverment in 

carrying out coordination and evaluation related tasks.  

Brazil is facing increasing water levels never before seen in the Acre and 

Madeira rivers, tributaries of the Beni and Mamoré, the rivers that have 

caused the current floods in Bolivia.  An emergency has already been 

declared in the entire amazonic zone shared by both countries. 
Source: OCHA. 

Highlights 
 BOLIVIA: 60,000 families affected. An 

UNDAC team is in the field working on 
evaluations and coordination.  
 

 COLOMBIA: 3,000 people affected by 
rains and a cold front.  

 

 HONDURAS: Authorities are waiting on 
a variation in climate due to El Niño, 
which would cause a shortage of rain. 

 

 PERU: The Arequipa region has 
registered losses of $6 million in the 
agricultural sector due to freezes and 
lack of rain. 

 
 
 

 

Weekly stats 

 

US$1.3  
Million in external 
financial support fo 
Bolivia. 

 

. 

 
 

US$6  
Million in agricultural 
losses due to 
extreme cold in 
Peru. 

 

Sector groups 

 

Early warning 

    
Click on an icon to enter the specialized monitoring site for 

emergencies by classification. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional 
Office through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported 
by the Sources indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for 

further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  
 
 
 

 

 

Floods (cont´d.) 
COLOMBIA   Week of coverage 

Rains and a cold front that have presented 

themselves in the last days in the Andean and 

Southwestern regions of Colombia have affected 

more than 600 families (some 3,000 persons).  In 

total, 25 municipalities and 12 departments in 

Colombia have been affected.  Authorities are 

paying attention to the Cauca river watershed, 

starting from the Valle del Cauca to the Antioquia 

and Eje Catetero zones given the overflows and 

water levels that have been registered lately. 

Source: Government of Colombia vía El Espectador. 

 

Drought 

HONDURAS   Week of coverage 

A moderate to heavy shortage of rain is expected in 

the south of the country during the coming months.  

This scenario will occur provided the global 

meteorological forecast indicating an abnormal 

warming of the Pacific Ocean waters, which would 

give way to the El Niño phenomenon, comes to 

pass.  On the contrary, a normal rainy season is 

expected on the Caribbean coast.  The likelihood of 

the El Niño formation is currently at 46% and is 

confirmed by the Global System of Meteorological 

Monitoring.  In addition to water shortage, an 

increase in temperature of up to 39 degrees Celsius 

is expected for March and April, particulary in the 

southern, central and western zones of the country. 

Authorities are closely monitoring the situation due 

to potential risks in the agriculture sector. 
Source: Permanent Commission on Contingencies. 

 

 

Extreme Cold 
PERU    Week of coverage 

The lack of rain and the presence of freezes in the 

high zones of the Arequipa region have damaged 

close to 1,500 hectares of crops and caused 

damages of 17 million new soles (close to US$6 

million).  An emergency alert has beed declared and 

assistance has been organized for the farmers in 

order to reduce the negative effects of the drought 

and freezes. 
Source: Municipal Authorities of Arequipa vía ANDINA-PE. 

 

Forest Fires 
GUATEMALA    Week of coverage 

The National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction 

(CONRED by its acronym in Spanish) has finalized 

its plan to combat forest fires that this year will cost 

at least 23 million Quetzales (some US$3 million).  

The most affected departments are: Petén, Sololá, 

Baja Verapaz, Zacapa, in addition to the dry 

corridor.  An increase in forest fires is expected this 

year when compared to 2013, in part due to the 

forecast of an El Niño formation. 
Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction. 

 

CHILE    Week of coverage 

A high intensity forest fire in the La Estrella 

commune (O´Higgins region) that affected a 

surface area of five hectares of pasture and brush 

remains active.  This situation is developing close to 

inhabited areas.  Authorities have declared a red 

alert. 
Source: National Office on Emergencies. 
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