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Floods 
BOLIVIA   Weeks of coverage 

Rains have affected the country since last October. According to 

authorities, they have left 40 people dead, 45,000 families with 

damaged homes (some 225,000 persons), 9,000 farm animals dead and 

caused Us$5 million in losses for the livestock sector of the Beni region 

(northeast).  Two hundred tons of humanitrian aid consisting of food, 

medicine, tools and tents have been deployed by authorities at a cost of 

over US$1.4 million.  The departments with the hightest number of 

affected people are: Cochabamba, Chuquisaca, Potosí, La Paz and Beni.  

Source: Government of Bolivia. 

 

 
BOLIVIA: Around 45,000 people have been affected since the start of the rainy season (October 2013).  
Cochabamba, Chuquisaca, La Paz and Beni are the most affected departments.  In Beni alone, it is 
estimated that some 300,000 head of livestock are at risk. ©AFP. 

 

PARAGUAY   Weeks of coverage 

A heavy wind and rainstorm affected several localities of the 

department of La Guaira (central part).  Authorities delivered 

humanitarian aid to some 110 affected families (550 people).  The main 

objective of the assistance was to protect homes from any additional 

rain. As a result, authorities handed out more than 1,500 zinc sheets to 

act as temporary roofs for damaged installations.   
Source: Government of Paraguay via Reliefweb. 

Highlights 
 BOLIVIA: The number of those affected 

by floods has increased to 45,000 
families.  Authorities have distributed 
close to US$1.4 million in assistance. 
 

 ARGENTINA, PARAGUAY & URUGUAY: 
Strong rains have affected more than 
6,500 people in the three countries.  
Authorities are dealing with the 
situation. 

 

 COLOMBIA: Two thousand people in the 
Choco region have been affected by 
flooding.  Additionally, 480 hectares 
have been consumed by forest fires in 
the Pacific zone. 

 
 

Monitoring 

 
PERU: Cold spell in the 
southern mountains. 

 

ECUADOR: Orange alert 
for activity from the 
Tungurahua volcano. 

 

Weekly stats 

 

45,000  
Families affected in 
Bolivia since October 
2013. 

 

6,500  
People affected by 
storms in Argentina, 
Paraguay and 
Uruguay. 

 

Early warning 

    
 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional 
Office through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported 
by the Sources indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for 

further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  
 
 

 

 

Floods (cont´d.) 
PARAGUAY   Weeks of coverage 
Heavy rains that began last week have damaged 

the homes of 4,000 people.  Rains have also 

resulted in road blockages and losses in 

agricultural production.  It is estimated that some 

3,000 people are seeking refuge in the homes of 

families and friends.  Authorities have officially 

registered 760 evacuees.  The rains, which began in 

January, have affected agricultural production in 

the southern part of the country.  The central 

government has mobilized the army to assist the 

affected people and help repair the roadways. 
Source: Government of Uruguay via El Universo. 

 

ARGENTINA    Weeks of coverage 
At least one person has died and more than 2,000 

have been evacuated due to a strong rain and 

electrical storm that affected the province of 

Buenos Aires and the nation’s capital.  In the capital, 

rains have caused interruptions in metro and train 

service and created numerous traffic problems.  

Meanwhile, certain municipalities in the northern 

part of the Buenos Aires province  have required 

assistance from Civil Protection to clear the roads.  

The National Meteorological Service is maintaining 

a yellow alert in eight northern provinces.  The last 

major storm in Argentina occurred on January 26, 

leaving 14 people dead in the province of 

Catamarca, which is to the northeast of Buenos 

Aires. 

Source: Los Tiempos. 

 

COLOMBIA   Weeks of coverage 
Several rivers have overlflowed their banks in a 

number of rural areas in the western part of 

Colombia (Department of Choco), causing 

landslides and severe flooding.  At least 400 families 

(2,000 people) have sustained damages to their 

homes and lost basic necessities and their 

livelihoods.  The necessary evaluations were carried 

out and the assistance requested by the authorities 

is pending. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

Forest fires 
COLOMBIA   Weeks of coverage 
Authorities reported 841 hectares affected by 

forest fires in the departments of Arauca, Casanare, 

Meta, Vichada, and Guaviare (southeast), 

Santander, Norte de Santander, Boyacá, Cesar, 

Guajira, Bolívar and Atlántico (northeast).  The 

Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology and 

Environmental Studies of Colombia issued red and 

orange alerts in more than 480 municipalities in the 

country due to the risk of forest fires and water 

shortages resulting from high temperatures and an 

ongoing drought, which is expected to last until 

March. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

Redhum - Sectors 
The Sector Focus section in www.redhum.org has 

been created in order to highlight current 

humanitarian issues that require the attention of 

the international community.  In this section, the 

user will find a variety of resources that are 

classified according to sector.  To visit the sector 

focus section of Redhum, go to: 

http://www.redhum.org/sector 

mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org
http://www.redhum.org/
http://www.redhum.org/sector

