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RAINS AND FLOODS 

BRAZIL: The strong rains impacting zones of 

the states of Río de Janeiro and Bahía last week 

left 15 people dead (4 in Río and 11 in Bahía).  

In Río de Janeiro airports were temporarily 

closed and the train systems were delayed after 

waters flooded parts of the city.  The 

government of the state of Río asked for help 

in the form of provision of water, food stuffs 

and cribs for more than 2,000 families that 

were displaced.  In Bahía, at least 70 homes 

were destroyed and 200 people had to be 

placed in temporary emergency shelters 

located in schools and gymnasiums in the area 

of Lajedinho, close to Salvador, the capital of 

the state.  Some six people are still missing.  

Lajedinho had been included in a list of cities in 

Northwest Brazil requiring assistance in order 

to face the worst drought in the region in the 

last century. 

Source: Government of Brazil via BBC and El Heraldo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BRAZIL: Rains left some 2,000 displaced in several municipalities in 
the state of de Río de Janeiro. In Bahía, 200 people were placed in 
shelters. ©AFP. 

 

BOLIVIA: For the current rainy season which 

spans until the month of March 2014, the 

Emergency Plan for the Department of La Paz 

has earmarked some 12 million bolivarianos 

(US$1.7 million) for issues related to 

prevention of and attention to disasters 

throughout the department.  According to 

reports from previous years, the most affected 

regions during the rainy season are in the north 

of La Paz, due to recurring floods in the north 

and south Andean plateau of the Lake Titicaca 

that affects nearby municipalities. 

Source: La Paz Office of the Governor via El Diario Noticias. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 BRAZIL: More than 10,000 people affected by floods in Río de Janeiro and Bahía. Some 15 people have died. 

 BOLIVIA: Authorities in La Paz prepare for the current rainy season. US$1.7 million were allotted for possible response. 

 HAITI: IDB invested US$25 million in the Artibonite river watershed in the hopes of improving rice production by 30 percent. 
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HAITI: The Inter-American Development 

Bank approved US$ 25 million for a water 

resources risk management program in the 

Artibonite River watershed.  With this 

program, it is expected that losses in crop, 

livestock and infrastructure due to flooding 

will be reduced.  The Artibonite River 

watershed is a strategic region for the Haitian 

economy, given that it generates 80% of the 

country´s rice production.  It is estimated 

that the program will reduce the yearly value 

of agricultural damages by 80% and will 

contribute to increasing the production of rice 

by 30%, benefiting the Haitian economy in 

general and the more than 285,000 people 

living in the watershed area. 

Source: Inter-American Development Bank. 

 

DISPLACEMENT 

HONDURAS: Some 3,000 Hondurans have 

been victims of forced displacement due to 

violence in the last years according with the 

Vice Minister of Justice and Human Rights.  

Although the country does not have any in 

depth study of the situation and the State has 

no systematic registration processes, it is 

expected that with the improvement of the 

data collection system this figure will 

increase. 

Source: Government of Honduras via Proceso Digital. 

 


