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The Syrian border town of Ain al-Arab (Kurdish: Kobane) has been under intense assault 

by an armed opposition group (AOG) for several weeks. Armed hostilities have caused 

the displacement of reportedly 200,000 people into neighbouring Turkey, whose 

absorptive capacity is already greatly limited. The increased insecurity in northern Syria, 
and inadequate access to shelter, food and other basic services, have led an increasing 

proportion of Syrian households to seek refuge in the neighbouring Kurdistan Region of 

Iraq (KRI). Kurdish authorities, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and 

the International Organization of Migration (IOM) redirected refugees entering the KRI to 

Gawilan refugee camp in Ninewa Governorate, due to its established infrastructure and 

extra capacity at the time. By October 13th 2014, the UNHCR estimated since the 9th 
October approximately 4,500 refugees had re-settled in Gawilan. 

 

REACH initiative deployed a team to Gawilan Camp on October 11th in order to rapidly 

assess the profile, vulnerabilities and needs of Syrian households newly arrived in the 

camp. This rapid assessment used mixed-method data collection. The team held two 
focus group and participatory mapping sessions and four Key Informant (KI) interviews to 

gather qualitative data. A household-level survey on a random sample of 56 households 

was also conducted. This report highlights key findings from this rapid assessment.  

 

DISPLACEMENT OVERVIEW  
 Findings suggest that an additional 15,000 individuals are still temporarily 

displaced in the Turkish town of Silopi, waiting to cross into Iraq.  
 

 The predominant pull factors causing secondary displacement from Turkey to Iraq 
were reported to be family ties and the perception that Syrian refugees in Iraq enjoy 
greater freedom of mobility and access to employment than in Turkey.   

 

 Syrian refugees were unable to bring productive assets such as livestock and 
vehicles at the border when entering Turkey. 

 

 The average cost of travel from Syria to Gawilan totaled between 1,500 and 2,000 
USD per family, which drastically reduced household’s resources. 

 

 
 

 Depending on each household’s resources, it took between 1.5 and 10 days to leave 
Syria and arrive in Gawilan, with most families travelling via the town of Silopi in Turkey 
to the border at Zakho city in Duhok governorate.  

 

 According to KIs, the majority of displaced households travelled as cohesive family 
units, as part of larger group of households from the same area of origin.  

 

 4% of households reported having separated minors with them. 
 

VULNERABILITIES AND NEEDS   
 An estimated half (49%) of newly arrived Syrian refugees to Gawilan camp are 

minors (under 18), and 25% of assessed households were headed by single 
or widowed women.  
 

 Approximately 20% newly arrived households had been previously internally 
displaced within Syria. An estimated 200,000 Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) were staying in Kobane prior to the recent events.  

 

 Multiple displacements have curtailed the already limited financial resources 
of newly arrived Syrian refugees. Findings from group discussions suggest that the 
speed at which displacement occurred prevented households from salvaging 
valuable assets leaving them with few belongings which could be monetised.  

 

 91% of assessed households relied primarily on a combination of their own 
savings and charitable donations, whilst 44% of these believed that this would 
enable them to sustain themselves for a period of two weeks or less.  

 

 A large majority (95%) reported emergency food assistance as one of their 
priority needs, and 43% required urgent medical assistance.1  
 

 One in five (20%) households was sharing one tent with other families. 73% 
of households reported no immediate shelter needs.14% reported using only 
blankets for heating, and an additional 86% reported using a combination of 
blankets and kerosene. 

 

About REACH Initiative  
REACH Initiative facilitates the development of information tools and products that enhance 
the capacity of aid actors to make evidence-based decisions in emergency, recovery and 
development contexts. For more information, you can write to iraq@reach-initiative.org. Visit 
our website at www.reach-intiative.org and follow us @REACH_info 

                                                           
1
 Multiple responses were recorded.  

mailto:iraq@reach-initiative.org
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Note: Data, designations and boundaries contained on this map are not warranted to
be error-free and do not imply acceptance by the REACH partners, associates or

donors mentioned on this map.
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Phase 1: Internal Displacement
(Syria)

Phase 2: Self-Organised Refugee 
Movement (Turkey & Iraq)

Phase 3: Refugee Organised 
Movement (Iraq)

Phase 1: Cross Border Displacement from Kobane
and surrounding areas to Turkey

Displacement of 170,000 - 200,000 individuals to Turkey
over the last 4 weeks since September 16th 2014

Phase 2: Self-organized Refugee Movement towards Iraq/KRI
Reported Travel Time
-1 to10 days of travel

-1 day to the Iraq border with continous travel
- Often spend more than 1 night in Silopi Turkey before they can cross the

border
- Some people have spent up to 10 days at the border with Iraq

Up to 2'000 individuals preparing to enter the KRI

Phase 3: Organised Refugee
Movement

Syrian refugees arriving in Northern Iraq
report being transported by Kurdish

authorities and IOM to Gawilan camp.
4'500 new individuals have sought

refuge at the remote Gawilan refugee
camp (DMC 13th Oct 2014)
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