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SUMMARY 
 
 
A significant number of people have been affected by the escalation of violence in Iraq in early June 2014. Since 
January 2014 over a million are reported to have left their place of residence to seek refuge in areas perceived as 
safer, notably in northern Iraq. An even larger number of people have chosen to stay, for a variety of reasons, in 
their place of origin in spite of the rapidly deteriorating security situation.   
 
While the focus of humanitarian assessments and action has so far been on internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
in accessible areas of Northern Iraq, there is a considerable information gap on populations which have chosen to 
remain in their place of origin and, in many cases, the IDPs they are hosting. To help fill this gap, REACH has 
applied its Area of Origin (AoO) remote assessment methodology to pilot data collection from populations displaced 
to the KRI on areas currently inaccessible or of limited access by humanitarian actors. Specifically, data was 
collected on population movements, water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), shelter, livelihoods, food security, fuel, 
electricity, primary needs, and health. 
 
Findings from this pilot AoO assessment confirm significant humanitarian needs across Northern and Central Iraq. 
For the majority of assessed locations, significant proportion of the pre-crisis population was reported as remaining 
there despite the deteriorating security situation. In addition, many locations were reported as hosting significant 
numbers of IDPs, placing a further strain on existing services and infrastructure.  
 
The following key trends were identified through the pilot IDP AoO assessment: 

• An escalation of conflict was reported as the primary factor that would trigger further population 
displacement. Intensification of the current conflict could cause significant further internal displacement 
to areas perceived as safe.  

• Access to income is a key concern for populations remaining in their area of origin. The ability to 
access livelihood opportunities was reported as severely impacted by the current crisis in the areas of 
origin of displaced populations.   

• Inflation was reported as commonplace throughout the areas of origin assessed, with the price for 
basic commodities such as rice estimated as having increased by as much as 83% since the beginning 
of the crisis. An increase in bartering has been reported.  
 

Building on the lessons learnt through this pilot assessment, REACH plans to upscale and strengthen its IDP AoO 
assessments with a goal of providing humanitarian updates on a monthly basis on areas of Iraq which are currently 
not accessible due to the ongoing conflict.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About REACH 
REACH is a joint initiative of two international non-governmental organizations – ACTED and IMPACT Initiatives – and the 
UN Operational Satellite Applications Programme (UNOSAT). REACH’s mission is to strengthen evidence-based decision 
making by aid actors through efficient data collection, management and analysis before, during and after an emergency. By 
doing so, REACH contributes to ensuring that communities affected by emergencies receive the support they need. All REACH 
activities are conducted in support to and within the framework of inter-agency aid coordination mechanisms. For more 
information please visit: www.reach-initiative.org. You can also write to our in-country team at: iraq@reach-initiative.org and 
to our global office in Geneva at: geneva@reach-initiative.org. Follow us @REACH_info. 

 
 
 

http://www.reach-initiative.org/
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Since violence broke out in the city of Mosul on 10 June 2014, fighting across parts of northern and central Iraq 
has caused hundreds of thousands of people to flee their homes. This latest wave of displacement takes place in 
a country with one of the highest numbers of internally displaced people in the world and adds to the one million 
people already displaced this year, since violence broke out in Anbar Governorate in January 2014.  
 
While assessments conducted by humanitarian actors to date have focused primarily on the situation of IDPs in 
KRI and other accessible areas of Northern Iraq, large numbers of people have chosen to stay in their current 
location for a variety of reasons despite the deteriorating security situation. In addition, large numbers of IDPs are 
reported to be taking refuge in areas where the conflict is currently ongoing. 
 
In order to fill this information gap, REACH piloted a remote assessment, using  its AoO methodology, in order to 
collect data on population movements, WASH, shelter, livelihoods, food security, fuel, electricity, primary needs, 
and health in cities, towns and villages of origin of IDPs currently living in KRI.   
 
This report provides an analysis of data collected during the IDP AoO pilot as well as planned next steps. Findings 
presented in this report were informed by 283 key Informant (KI) assessments, conducted with IDPs resident in 
KRI in 43 cities / towns / villages of origin. The findings from this pilot assessment complement the recent rapid 
assessment of IDPs in KRI1 and the disputed areas published by REACH on 03 July 2014.  

 
 
 
 

METHODOLOGY 
 
 
Due to the current inaccessibility of large areas of Iraq, REACH applied its Area of Origin (AoO) methodology to 
pilot an assessment to capture needs of IDPs and vulnerable resident populations in areas of Central and Northern 
Iraq which are currently not accessible.   
 
REACH first identified concentrations of IDPs that originate from inaccessible areas, using data collected through 
previous REACH assessments.2 

 
Once deployed to the pre-identified locations, REACH data-collection teams identified key informants (KIs) from 
the IDP population who had been in regular contact with persons in their place of origin since being displaced. 
 
Identified KIs were then put into groups (of approximately 3 – 5 participants) based on their city/town/village of 
origin, after which the REACH data collection team conducted a group interview. Group interviews were facilitated 
in order to ensure that the views of multiple KIs, in regular contact with their place of origin, were captured rather 
than relying on just a single KI.  
 
When conducting analysis of the data collected, data from KIs was included or excluded based on 1) the regularity 
of contacted with their area of origin, and 2) who the KI has been in contact with. All KIs which had not been in 
contact with someone from their area of origin in the 2 weeks preceding the assessment were excluded from the 
analysis. If a KI had been in contact with a person other than an immediate family members, extended family 
member, local authority/religious leader, the data was excluded from the analysis.  
 
 

                                                 
1 REACH, Vulnerability , Needs and Intentions of Internally Displaced Persons in Northern Iraq (July 2014).  
2 For a full range of information products produced by REACH for the current Iraq displacement crisis, please go to: http://www.reach-initiative.org/reach-
supports-response-to-displacement-crisis-in-iraq#more-6776 

http://www.reach-initiative.org/reach-supports-response-to-displacement-crisis-in-iraq#more-6776
http://www.reach-initiative.org/reach-supports-response-to-displacement-crisis-in-iraq#more-6776
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Table 1: Number of KIs per city/town/village of origin 

Governorate District # KIs Cities / Towns / Villages 

Anbar 
Falluja 10 Al Fallujah, Al Karmah 

Ramadi 3 Ramadi 

Diyala 
Al Khalis 3 Al Khalis 

Baquba 2 Amin Effendi Sarhan, Umm al Kuways 

Ninewa 

Al Baaj 1 Baja 

Al Hamdaniyah 8 Al Hamdaniyah, Ali Rash 

Mosul 
51 Abu Fishga, Adhba, Akjij, Al Hadrah, Al Qayyarah, Alfatsa, Aris, Aski Mosul, Hamam al Alil, Harada, 

Humaidat, Khan Najma, Mosul Jadida, Muhalabiya, Ninaa, Rihaniya, Sanarik, Shekh Yunis 

136 Mosul City 

Sinjar 2 Sinjar, Sinuni 

Telafar 14 Abu Khashab, Ain Awa, Ain Mana, Al-Hurriya, Avgani, Rabeea, Talafar 

Salah Al Din 

Bayji 19 Bayji 

Samarra 5 Muhayjir, Qarah 

Tikrit 23 Tikrit 

Tameen 
Al Hawiga 1 Haweeja 

Kirkuk 5 Kirkuk 

Total 283  

Map 1: Locations assessed 
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FINDINGS 
 
 

PRE-CRISIS POPULATION 
 

It was most commonly estimated that between 80% and 89% of the pre-conflict population remained in the 
areas surveyed in this assessment. The only location for which KIs reported that none of the pre-conflict population 
remained was Muhayjir Village in the Samara District of Salah Al Din Governorate. In Bayji, also located in Salah 
Al Din Governorate, it was reported that only 10% - 19% of the native population remain.  
 

Map 2: Percentage of pre-conflict population remaining 

 

 
 
 
 
The most commonly reported reason for remaining was employment, reported by 41% of KIs. 35% reported 
that a lack of economic resources prevented them from moving to a new location. 
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When KI were asked what would trigger the remaining population in their area of origin to leave, the vast majority 
reported that an escalation of the conflict would be the primary trigger of displacement, in 67% of locations.  

Figure 1: Trigger for further displacement 

 
 

INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS  
 

Of the 43 locations assessed, 37 reported the presence of IDPs; an average of 554 individuals. The location with 
the highest estimated number of IDPs was Sinjar, Ninewa Governorate with 10,000 individuals.  
 

Map 3: Estimated number of IDPs per location assessed 
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When asked about how long IDPs had been resident in assessed areas of origin, KIs reported that in the majority 
of locations IDPs had arrived less than one month ago. These displacements can therefore be directly attributed 
to the current IDP crisis, which was sparked by the takeover of Mosul City by Armed Opposition Groups (AOGs).  
 
Despite this majority of recently displaced IDPs, KIs identified several locations in which IDPs has been residing 
for longer. Notably, Sinjar in Ninewa Governorate, with its considerable IDP population, reported that the majority 
arrived more than 6 months ago. Similar length displacements were also reported in Ninaa (Ninewa Governorate), 
in Bayji (Salah Al Din Governorate), with IDPs arriving 3 – 6 months ago. The displacement of these populations 
can be linked directly to the Anbar IDP crisis, which started as a result of intensified fighting in the area during the 
first quarter of 2014.  
 

Figure 2: IDP length of displacement 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Security was reported as the most important factor influencing IDPs’ choice of displacement location. 59% 
reported that the perception of higher security than in the IDP’s place of origin, was the primary influencing factor. 
Behind security, the presence of family members remains a significant factor, influencing IDPs’ choice of a place 
to settle in 32% of locations assessed.  
 
Of the 37 locations in which KIs identified the presence of IDPs, only one, Adhba, Ninewa Governorate, reported 
the presence of an IDP camp. It was reported in 89% of locations that the primary shelter solution for IDPs is 
rental accommodation. 
 
 

ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE 
 

The functionality of healthcare facilities is of significant concern in the majority of locations targeted through this 
assessment. KIs reported that in 63% of locations less than 30% of health care facilities were functioning at the 
time of assessment. None of the locations assessed were reported by KIs to have all health care facilities 
functional.  
 
When asked to consider the status of health for populations in their area of origin, KIs reported that all health needs 
of the community were met only in 2% of locations. In the majority of locations, 51%, it was reported that many 
people were unable to access sufficient healthcare.  
 
KIs reported that health shortages are currently life threatening in 16% of locations. All of the areas for which the 
most severe status of health was reported are located in Ninewa Governorate, notably the districts of Tel Afar, 
Mosul, and Sinjar.     
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Map 4: Percentage of functioning healthcare facilities 

 
 
 
Lack of electricity was the most commonly reported factor contributing to a deterioration in available health 
services, 40% of locations. Additionally, a lack of resources in the form of either medicines, financial liquidity, or 
staffing, were reported as factors in significant proportions of assessed locations; 28%, 12%, and 9% respectively. 
As the conflict continues, and resources become further stretched to respond to the health needs of both the pre-
crisis population and IDPs, further deterioration of health services can be expected.  
 

Figure 3: Reasons for lack of healthcare 
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ACCESS TO DRINKING WATER 
 

KIs reported that the majority of locations (67%) rely on networked water as the primary source of drinking 
water. Nonetheless, a significant proportion of locations relied on bottled water to meet drinking water needs, 19%. 
Water shortages were reported by KIs to be commonplace across the majority of locations assessed. For only 7% 
of locations it was reported that shortages in drinking water were faced either on a monthly basis or not at all. KIs 
reported that in 70% of the assessed locations drinking water shortages occurred either on a daily or twice weekly 
basis. It should however be noted that water shortages were common in Iraq prior to the current crisis, with over 
100,000 people displaced as a result of a lack of access to water since 20053. However, it is highly likely that the 

current crisis has exacerbated existing issues with regards to access to drinking water.  
 

Figure 4:  Frequency of shortages faced in drinking water 

 

 

LIVELIHOODS 
 

Overall, the crisis has had a significant impact on employment. In 12% of the assessed locations it was 
reported that none of the population who were working prior to the crisis were working at the time of assessment. 
Over half of all locations assessed, 51%, were reported as having less than 50% of the pre-crisis workforce in 
employment at the time of assessment. In only 19% of locations was it reported that over 50% of the workforce 
were in employment.  
 
When asked about the primary source of income available to the population in the last 30 days, KIs reported that 
in the majority of locations (56%) the population had to rely on their own savings to meet basic needs.  
 

Figure 5: Primary source of income in the last 30 days 

 
 
With incomes reduced as a result of the crisis, KIs reported that people in the majority of assessed locations were 
beginning to rely on negative coping strategies. In 58% of locations it was reported that people had begun to 
reduce the portion size and frequency of meals. It can be expected that as the crisis continues and available 
resources are further depleted, increasing numbers of people will be forced to rely on negative coping strategies.  
  

                                                 
3 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-

view/news/water_shortage_fueling_displacement_of_people_in_northern_iraq_unesco_study_finds/#.U7-ZvfmSy0c 
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Map 5: Percentage of pre-crisis workforce currently in employment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High levels of inflation were reported by KIs for all food items covered by the assessment, with for example the 
price of basic staple food such as rice having increased by as much as 83% since the beginning of the crisis.  
 

Table 2: Average price increase among key commodities 

Item Unit Average price increase 

Rice KG 83% 

Goat KG 54% 

Tomato KG 46% 

Bread KG 42% 

Cucumber KG 33% 

Meat (chicken) Chicken 32% 

Cooking oil Litre 6% 

 
In over half of locations (54%) cash shortages were reported. When asked to estimate the proportion of trade 
conducted using a barter system, KIs reported that in 65% of locations less than 20% of trade was conducted 
using a barter system.  
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SHELTER 
 

In some locations, KIs reported that significant proportions of houses had sustained heavy damage. Notably in 
Haweeja, Tameen Governorate, and Avgani, Ninewa Governorate, where over 50% of shelters were reported 
to be totally destroyed as a result of the ongoing conflict. Khan Najma, Rabeea, and Sinuni (Ninewa 
Governorate), were all reported by KIs to have sustained no damage to shelters as a result of the conflict.   
 

Map 6: Reported percentage of shelters completely destroyed 

 

Table 3: Average percentage of shelters per damage category 

Damage category Percentage 

No damage 44% 

Slight damage 17% 

Moderate damage 12% 

Heavy damage 12% 

Totally destroyed 15% 
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ELECTRICITY AND FUEL 
 
A significant proportion of locations, 21%, were reported to be completely without electricity at the time of 
assessment, while 32% of locations were reported to be reliant on generators as the primary source of electricity. 
The fact that a large proportion of assessed locations were reported to be reliant on generators, or have no 
electricity at all, points to either a lack of infrastructure prior to the conflict, or that a considerable level of damage 
has been sustained as a result.  
 
In the locations which reported using generators, or having no electricity, the level of shelters that were reported 
as having sustained heavy or total damage, was significantly higher than in other locations; up to 70% of the total 
housing stock.  
 
The number of hours of electricity per day reported by KIs was generally low, with 70% of locations reported to 
have less than 6 hours electricity per day. It should however be noted that despite the country’s considerable 
potential to produce vast amounts of energy, electricity shortages were a daily part of life for Iraq citizens before 
the crisis. 

 

Figure 6: Numbers of hours of electricity per day 

 
 
Despite being one of the most oil-rich parts of the World, Northern Iraq has faced severe fuel shortages since the 
takeover of large parts of the country, including key oil refineries, by AOGs. It was reported by KIs that daily fuel 
shortages were faced in the majority of locations, 67%. In addition to this, for a further 30% of locations it was 
reported that twice weekly or weekly fuel shortages were faced.  
 

Figure 7: Frequency of fuel shortages 
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PRIORITY NEEDS 
 

With fuel and electricity shortages reported as frequent in the majority of locations assessed, KI identified 
electricity and fuel as the most common first priority needs in 41% and 20% of locations respectively. Despite 
the reported lack of livelihood opportunities, employment was not identified as a top priority need in any of the 
locations assessed. Similarly, despite persistent water shortages, water was identified as a top priority need in only 
15% of the locations assessed.  
 

Map 7: Priority needs 
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CONCLUSION 
 
 
Findings from the pilot IDP Area of Origin assessment carried by REACH confirm significant humanitarian needs 
across areas affected by no or limited humanitarian access in Northern and Central Iraq. At the time of the 
assessment, a significant proportion of the pre-crisis population still remain in the majority of assessed locations. 
Populations have chosen to remain rather their leave their usual place of residence primarily as a result of 
economic considerations. Nonetheless, KIs reported that an escalation of the conflict was the primary factor that 
would trigger further population displacement from these areas. This suggests that a continued intensification of 
conflict could lead to significant additional internal displacement, as people flee to areas perceived as safer. 
 
Significant economic hardship is reported in assessed areas as a result of a lack of livelihood opportunities, cash 
shortages and inflation. The price of basic commodities is reported to have significantly increased, with rice as 
much as 83% more expensive than before the most recent crisis. Access to basic services, such as water, 
electricity, and healthcare is reported as low. However, it should be noted that for many services, notably water 
and electricity, access was already low prior to the crisis. Despite this, it can be assumed that the crisis, and 
resulting influx of IDPs in many areas, has placed increasing strain on already dysfunctional basic services.  
 
In order to enable efficient humanitarian planning, it is essential that a monitoring system is put in place to track 
the constantly changing humanitarian situation in conflict-affected areas of Northern and Central Iraq. Based on 
the experience from this pilot assessment, REACH will refine its IDP AoO methodology to allow for a greater 
triangulation of data collected as well as increased geographic coverage. The KI network will be strengthened to 
focus on the inclusion of sector specialists; for example medical professionals monitoring the status of healthcare 
in their respective areas of origin. Regarding the geographical expansion of IDP AoO assessments, REACH will 
use other datasets detailing IDPs areas of origin (for example the International Organization for Migration’s 
Displacement Tracking Matrix) to identify new locations in which to conduct IDP AoO data collection.  


