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OVERVIEW  
As a result of armed opposition groups occupying the towns of Tilkaif, Bashiqa, Bartella and Qaraqosh, and surrounding villages, an estimated 200,000 Christians and scores 
of other minorities living in the area of Ninewa Governorate north and east of Mosul, known as the Ninewa Plains, were displaced by 6 August. Among those people fleeing 
from the Ninewa Plains were approximately 50,000 predominantly Christian IDPs, who had previously been displaced from Mosul following the fall of the city to armed opposition 
groups between 6th-10th June. Christian communities followed a specific displacement pattern, with up to 130,000 fleeing to Erbil Governorate—in particular its Christian 
Ainkawa neighbourhood—and up to 70,000 to Christian communities in Duhok Governorate. The influx of such a large group of IDPs has led to overcrowding in communal 
shelters, forcing approximately 8% to stay in unfinished construction sites or in the open. 
 
This briefing is informed by primary data collection (98 key informant interviews, and 172 household level interviews) by REACH enumerators, triangulated by secondary data 
review and interviews with Christian community leaders.  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
TIMELINE OF DISPLACEMENT 
The displacement of Christian communities from the Ninewa Plains, north and east 
of Mosul took place in two phases: 
 
1. Fall of Mosul—June 6th - 10th  
Following the take-over of Mosul by armed opposition groups on 10 June, a first 
wave of up to 300,000 people fled to Duhok and Erbil Governorates and to the 
disputed areas of Ninewa Governorate north and east of Mosul. Members of the 
Christian minorities of Mosul, including Chaldean Catholics, Syrian Catholics, Syrian 
Orthodox and members of the Assyrian Church of the East were forced to seek 
refuge in areas under control of Kurdish forces. 
 
2. August offensive in Ninewa Plains—August 3rd - 7th  
A renewed offensive by Armed Opposition Groups in the first week of August caused 
Kurdish armed forces to retreat on 6 August, leading to the occupation of a number 
of predominantly Christian towns including Tilkaif, Bashiqa, Bartella and Qaraqosh. 
According to REACH assessments, 79% of IDPs left their areas of origin between 5 
- 7 August, fleeing at short notice as Armed Opposition Groups advanced into Tilkaif, 
Shekhan and al-Hamdaniyah Districts. The majority of IDPs from the Ninewa Plains 
are Christian, and as a result sought refuge in Christian neighbourhoods, towns and 
villages spread across Duhok and Erbil Governorates as well as Akre District in 
Ninewa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 1 - Phases of displacement of Christian communities 
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TYPES OF ACCOMODATION 
REACH carried out assessments in areas with a high concentration of displaced 
Christains, which identified three main types of accomodation: 

1. Open air and construction sites of unfinished buildings  

An 8% are estimated to be staying in the open air, in parks or in unfinished 
construction sites. These IDPs are exposed to the high summer temperatures 
and face a number of protection issues without proper shelter, and have little or 
no access to WASH facilities. 

2. IDPs in communal shelter (public buildings, schools and churches) 

The majority of IDPs were reported to be staying in communal shelters, such as 
schools, churches and public buildings. While these communal shelters provide 
some protection from the summer heat and from outsiders, they are not a 
sustainable solution and do not have adequate facilities to host such large 
numbers. The use of schools as IDP shelters also means they cannot be used 
for their original purpose, putting the start of the school year in September in 
jeopardy for a large number of Kurdish children. 

3. IDPs renting or hosted by friends or family  

Assessments identified that approximately 10% of IDPs have found shelter in a 
rented apartment or with friends or family. While these IDPs are better off than 
their peers in the open air or in communal shelters, without a sustainable source 
of income this is likely to become an unsustainable solution. Due to the 
assessment focus on areas with visibly high concentration of displaced families, 
this group, which is inherently less visible, may be underrepresented in 
assessments so far.  

PRIORITY NEEDS AND COPING CAPACITY 
REACH identified primary priority needs to be shelter improvement, water, food 
and medical assistance. Families staying in the open air in particular are in need 
of shelter support, WASH facilities and drinking water. Almost 50% of the displaced 
Christians were under 18 years old, suggesting that child protection will be an 
important secondary need once initial life-saving assistance is provided. The high 
number of schools being used to accommodate displaced families is also a concern, 
as the start of term is rapidly approaching, which will require alternative solutions to 
be found 

SHELTER TYPES FOR CHRISTIAN IDPS  
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At the time of data collection, only 1% of the Christian IDPs was reportedly able to 
provide for their basic living costs through employment, leaving the remaining 99% 
dependent on savings or charitable donations.  
 
Over half of Christian IDPs from the Ninewa Plains are reportedly dependent 
on the charity of others. So far the donations they have received have come mostly 
from the host community or from religious groups, with a small amount reportedly 
assisted by family and friends. Without adequate intervention by international 
humanitarian organisations, this will place continued strain on local resources, and 
may lead to tension between IDPs and their hosts.  
 
Just under half of IDPs are reported to rely on personal savings to cover their 
living expenses and basic needs. As savings are a finite resource, members of this 
group will likely also become dependent on others over time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASSISTANCE 

The majority of KIs interviewed in KRI reported that their communities had received 
some distributions of food (84%) and water (69%) at the time of assessment. 
Other types of assistance received included shelter (24%), hygiene kits (11%) and 
clothing (4%). 
 
Of the Christians who had received assistance, 83% had received water and 76% 
had received food three times or more since their displacement two weeks prior. 
 
Key informants and focus groups both specified that the majority of food and water 
distributions at assessed displacement sites had been conducted by local 
charity organizations or by the host community, with a small proportion provided 
by the government. At the time of data collection, 2% of Christian IDPs had received 
food distributions from international humanitarian actors, while none of the 
interviewed IDPs reported receiving water from international NGOs.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 About REACH Initiative 
REACH was created in 2010 to facilitate the 
development of information tools and products that 
enhance the capacity of aid actors to make evidence-
based decisions in emergency, recovery and 
development contexts. All REACH activities are 
conducted in support to and within the framework of 
inter-agency aid coordination mechanisms. For more 
information, you can write to our in-country office: 
iraq@reach-initiative.org or to our global office in 
Geneva geneva@reach-initiative.org.  You can also 
visit our website www.reach-intiative.org or follow us 
@REACH_info. 

Map 2 – Identified locations of Christian IDPs 
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