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IDP RED FLAG REPORT: AINKAWA  
 

ERBIL CITY, ERBIL GOVERNORATE, IRAQ 
 

DATA COLLECTED: 7 AUGUST 2014   
 

During the night of 6 August 2014, thousands of families in Al Hamdaniyah District, 
Ninewa Governorate, fled their homes under the instruction of the Peshmerga (armed 
forces of the Kurdish Regional Government) as a precaution in light of the recent 
escalation of the conflict. Thousands of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) entered 
Erbil Governorate and settled in Ainkawa, a Christian neighbourhood in Erbil City.  
 

REACH Initiative rapidly deployed an assessment team in two locations reported to 
host a high number of IDPs: Mar Yousif Church and Ainkawa Park. Information about 
the situation of IDPs was gathered from five key informant and two focus groups. 
Challenges to data collection limit the accuracy of figures included in the report, rather 
these are provided with the aim to draw a brief overview of the situation and to help 
direct follow-up assessments and immediate relief aid, where possible.  
 

LOCATIONS ASSESSED 
 

MAR YOUSIF CHURCH 
An estimated 2,000 persons 
(300 families) were found on 
Mar Yusuf Church premises, 
staying either inside the church 
or in the open air. Additional 
families were seen staying in 
the abandoned building on the 
opposite side of the street, and 
some families reported plans to 
spend the night in a hotel. 
Respondents indicated that a 
bulk of the IDP population was female, that it comprised 50 persons with disabilities 
and, that there were much more minors than adults. 
 

AINKAWA PARK 
At least 100 individuals were staying in make-shift shelters or in the open air in a 
small park opposite the Martiahmony Church. Some families reported having arrived 
with no money, and there was an apparent lack of WASH facilities.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

AREA OF ORIGIN AND DISPLACEMENT 
 

AN ESTIMATED 80% ORIGINATED FROM QARAQOSH CITY AND  

20% FROM BARTALLA CITY. 
 

 Whilst a few families had left their areas of origin on 5 August 2014, the majority 
left on 6 August. Some families reported to be coming from Bashiqa town as well 
as Mosul City and nearby Karamlish town.  

 A number of IDPs reported having been displaced more than once within Ninewa 
Governorate. 

 Two key informants reported that families had been abducted on their way from 
Ninewa to Erbil Governorate. 

 

PRIORITY NEEDS AND ASSISTANCE 
 

AROUND 80% RELY ON SAVINGS TO COVER THEIR BASIC NEEDS 

WHILST THE REMAINING FAMILIES DEPEND ON SUPPORT FROM RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 

 Priority needs in order of importance were reported as: sanitation (specifically 
showers), shelter and food. 

 At the time of the assessment, the Mar Yousif Church was providing food and 
water, and it was reported that mattresses had been distributed. 

 The displaced population reported needing information about assistance 
that will be provided as well as the developing situation in their areas of origin. 
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