
During the Annual Meeting of the Consultative Group (CG) 
on Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination, the Philippines 
(represented by Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for Civil-
Military Operations, Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), 
Brigadier General Restituto Padilla Jr) presented the activities 
and achievements of the RCG under the Philippines’ RCG 
Chairmanship in 2016. Singapore (represented by Director of 
the Changi Regional HADR Coordination Centre (RHCC) Colonel 
Lee Kuan Chung) spoke on the 2017 RCG work plan under 
Singapore’s RCG Chairmanship. Ambassador Toni Frisch, Chair 
of the CG Annual Meeting, praised the work and achievements 
of the RCG and expressed his hope that the group would inspire 
similar initiatives in other regions worldwide. Ambassador 
Frisch welcomed in particular the focus on operationalizing 
humanitarian principles at the national and sub-national level 
and reminded the CG that affected people must remain at the 
centre of humanitarian assistance. 

Welcome to the First Edition (2017) of the Regional Consultative Group (RCG) on 
Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination for Asia and the Pacific Newsletter 

We are glad to share the latest updates in relation to the RCG as well as other UN-CMCoord projects in the Asia-Pacific region:

1. Consultative Group (CG) on Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination Annual Meeting, 9 February 2017, Geneva, Switzerland

2. UN-CMCoord Course for Asia

3. RCG Logistics Working Group

4. Third Session of the Regional Consultative Group (RCG) on Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination for Asia and the Pacific
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For further information, please contact the RCG Secretariat at the following email address: deannuntiis@un.org.

The United Nations Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination 
(UN-CMCoord) course for Asia will take place from 19 to 24 
March 2017 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) will host the event in partnership 
with the British High Commission in Dhaka, the Armed Forces 
Divisions (AFD) and the Center for Excellence in Humanitarian 
Assistance and Disaster Management (CF-DM). The Course aims 
to promote appropriate and effective humanitarian civil-military 
interactions in humanitarian emergencies through bolstered 
knowledge of and adherence to UN-CMCoord standards and 
principles. This includes the use of assets to better support the 
humanitarian community in providing emergency services to 
people-in-need. 

The course will be residential, with 29 participants comprising 
of a diverse group of experienced men and women currently 
working in the Asia region. For further information, please 
visit the UN-CMCoord page of the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Regional Office for 
Asia and the Pacific (ROAP). 

UN-CMCOORD COURSE FOR ASIA

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9Efd5UdteZ2SVROUVVoRkFGNlE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9Efd5UdteZ2SVROUVVoRkFGNlE/view
mailto:deannuntiis%40un.org?subject=
http://www.unocha.org/asia-and-pacific/what-we-do/civil-military-coordination


Given the complexity and the relevance of 
logistic in the coordination of operational 
planning between civilian and military 
actors, the RCG Logistics Working Group 
(RCG-LWG) was established within the 
overall RCG framework, to facilitate inter-

governmental and inter-agency discussions on critical logistic 
issues. The first meeting of the RCG LWG will take place in the 
week of 17-21 April 2017. The event will be a virtual meeting, 
with members connecting via conference call or webinar. RCG 
members interested to be part of the RCG LWG should contact  
rcglogistic@gmail.com

Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination  
in Emergencies: Towards a Predictable Model 

With five different country-focused chapters for each of 
the priority countries (Bangladesh, Indonesia, Myanmar, 
Nepal and the Philippines), the objective of the RCG 
publication is to enhance knowledge and understanding 
of the context for humanitarian civil-military coordination 
in Asia, thus further strengthening linkages between 
global, regional and national guidance and structures for 

civil-military coordination in disaster response. 

The publication is the result of a collaboration between 
the Humanitarian Advisory Group (HAG), the Australian 
Civil-Military Centre (ACMC), and the Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Regional 

Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP). 

Launch : April 2017

RCG LOGISTICS WORKING GROUP

For further information, please contact the RCG Secretariat at the following email address: deannuntiis@un.org.

SINGAPORE - 2017 RCG CHAIR

At the beginning of 2017, the Government of Singapore assumed 
the Chair of the Regional Consultative Group on Humanitarian 
Civil-Military Coordination (RCG) for Asia and the Pacific. 
As presented by COL Lee, Director Changi RHCC, one of the 
first priority of the RCG Chair is to provide support to the RCG 
members for the following activities related to the 2017 RCG 
work plan: 

• Response Preparedness Planning: During 2017, Singapore 
will continue to monitor and support the work plans focused 
on humanitarian civil-military coordination for each of the 
RCG focus countries (Bangladesh, Indonesia, Myanmar Nepal 
and the Philippines);

• RCG Logistics Working Group: As RCG Chair, Singapore shall 
continue to support the RCG-Logistic Working Group led by 
WFP and will take part in the first virtual meeting scheduled 
for the week of 17-21 April 2017; 

• RCG Regional Exercise Synchronization: Building upon 
progress already made in 2016, Singapore with the support 
of the RCG Secretariat, will consolidate best practices from 
exercises conducted in 2017, such as Exercises Coordinated 
Response, Tempest Express and Cobra Gold. The objective 
will be to inform the possible organisation of one exercise in 
2018 to test the full spectrum of the coordination architecture, 
including the military to military and civil-military coordination 
structures; 

• Taking into consideration the unique operating environment 
of the Pacific, Singapore will continue to explore with the RCG 
members, the proposal to create a dedicated RCG for the 
Pacific;

• In line with global discussions on the Humanitarian Civil-
Military Coordination Standards, Singapore with the support 
of the RCG Secretariat, will continue to provide support to the 
process by creating opportunities to validate the Standards 
on Civil-Military Coordination, which are currently under 
development. 

The Government of Singapore is also pleased to announce that 
the Third Session of the RCG will take place on 5-6 December 
2017 in Singapore. 
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This publication is an initiative of 
the Regional Consultative Group 
(RCG) on Humanitarian Civil-Military 
Coordination for Asia and the Pacific. 
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