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AVANT PROPOS: Les articles sélectionnés dans cette revue de presse ont pour but d’informer 

sur la situation humanitaire de la RCA ou sur le contexte général. Cette sélection d'articles ne 

reflète pas forcément la position d’OCHA-RCA. Si vous lisez cette revue de presse, merci de tenir 

compte de cette réserve 
 
Meeting between President Zuma and Prime Minister of the Central African Republic 
(allafrica.com, 28 April 2013) 
 
President Jacob Zuma has today, Sunday 28 April 2013, received the Prime Minister of the Central 
African Republic, Mr Nicholas Tiangaye, in Pretoria. The two leaders discussed the situation in CAR and 
the need to bring about stability in that country and the African continent. On behalf of the people of CAR, 
Prime Minister Tiangaye expressed condolences to the people of South Africa and families of the 13 
soldiers who lost their lives in Bangui, CAR. President Zuma accepted the condolences. 
 
President Zuma and Prime Minister Tiangaye agreed to strengthen relations between the two countries 
and on the importance of the attainment of peace and stability in the continent. 
 
The meeting was held ahead of the forthcoming Contact Group Meeting on Central African Republic to 
be held in Congo Brazzaville on 3 May 2013. 
 
Des refugies étrangers tues lors de la prise de pouvoir par la Seleka (RJDH-RCA, 27 avril 2013) 
 
Cette information est rendue publique le vendredi 26 avril, par Faustin Gasana, le représentant des 
refugiés en Centrafrique, lors de la réunion de présentation du bilan des exactions qu’ont subi les 
réfugiés, dans les évènements qui ont conduit à la prise de pouvoir par la Séléka. Une rencontre dirigée 
par la chargée de protection du Haut-commissariat pour les réfugiés(HCR), dans les locaux de la 
Commission Nationale pour les Réfugiés (CNR). La Centrafrique accueille d’importants nombres des 
réfugiés soudanais, tchadiens, ivoiriens, rwandais et congolais. L’occasion a été donnée éga lement, pour 
identifier un certain nombre de difficultés auxquelles ils font face. 
 
La chargée de la protection du HCR a fait savoir que son institution n’a ni mandat, ni moyens de protéger 
les réfugiés dans les différents quartiers dans lesquels ils se trouvent. Elle ajoute que cet aspect revient à 
la responsabilité du gouvernement d’accueil. 
 
Le représentant du CNR a affirmé pour sa part que cette situation de crise est identique pour tous les 
réfugiés présents sur le sol centrafricains. Il a mentionné que la situation est encore beaucoup plus 
difficile pour ceux, vivant dans des camps, notamment à Bambari (centre), Zémio (est) et Batalimo (sud). 
Les réfugiés de ces zones manquent crucialement de la nourriture, car les routes pour le ravitaillement 
ont été coupées. 
 
Il faut signaler que le siège du HCR à Bangui a été pillé. Le personnel a été évacué d’urgence au 
Cameroun, pour des raisons de sécurité. Présentement, seule la responsable de protection et celui de la 
sécurité qui assurent l’administration de l’institution. Il est ressorti alors que la charge des refugiés devrait 
revenir au CNR qui est une institution de l’Etat centrafricain. 
 
Face à la crise qui continu toujours en Centrafrique, certains réfugiés ont demandé au HCR de les 
déplacer dans un autre pays. D’autres ont carrément demandé d’être rapatriés dans leurs propres pays. 
Par ailleurs, le HCR a confirmé qu’à partir du 30 juin 2013, la clause de cessation du statut de réfugié 
pour les rwandais sera appliquée. Les consultations sont en cours pour le rapatriement volontaire et la 
réinsertion dans la société centrafricaine. 
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Bambari: 29 nouveaux cas de tuberculose manquent de médicaments anti tuberculeux (RJDH-
RCA, 27 avril 2013) 
 
Selon le gestionnaire de centre de prise en charge des victimes de tuberculose,  Jean-Marie 
Loudabga,  depuis l’incursion des hommes de la Séléka dans cette localité, le centre  ne dispose 
d’aucun  médicament. 
« J’avais effectué un déplacement à Bangui après la  crise pour chercher les médicaments mais l’Unité 
de cession des médicaments a  suspendu  ses activités à cause des hostilités », a-t-il expliqué. 
 
Jean-Marie Loudabga a souligné que les nouveaux cas de tuberculose enregistrés n’ont pas reçu de 
traitement. « Nous leur prescrivons des médicaments pour qu’ils payent eux-mêmes pour des traitements 
d’entretien, afin de les aider à survivre jusqu’à l’arrivée des médicaments anti tuberculeux », a-t-il ajouté. 
 
Central African Republic town suffers rebellion's wrath (USA Today, 27 April 2013) 
 
The gunfire starts here as soon as the sun rises, echoing across the town as women make their way to 
the well and the fortunate few children who still attend school head to class on rutted red paths lined by 
banana trees. One group of rebels is nestled in the forest on the outskirts of town; their longtime enemies 
are positioned within walking distance on the other. Sometimes they shoot simply to announce their 
presence to the other. 
 
Mostly, though, they terrify townspeople who already have endured years of upheaval and rebellion, and 
who are now confronting an increasingly complex and toxic array of armed fighters. "Be brave! Be brave!" 
children ages 8 and 9 shout to reassure each other as the gunfire crackles in this town fatigued by the 
daily threat of stray bullets. 
 
The newest rebellion to roil Central African Republic is estimated to have forced some 173,000 people 
from their homes since December across the already deeply impoverished country in the heart of Africa. 
It also has put a country that is bordered by some of Africa's most troubled nations firmly in the hands of 
rebels who critics say are more consumed with controlling the country's natural resources than bringing 
development and prosperity. 
 
Most residents of Ndele fled into the surrounding countryside when rebels took the northern town of 
13,000 in the far north in their first power grab before making their way south to Bangui, the capital, by 
March. Each day brings the threat of new uncertainty in Ndele as young fighters in camouflage and 
turbans continue to arrive in town. Every one has a Kalashnikov assault rifle. 
 
The sweet scent of mangoes ripening on the ground mixes with the smoke from freshly fired weapons. 
"Each day there is more gunfire, and the government has not addressed the problem," says Jean-
Jacques Lundi, a father of seven who repairs those abandoned motorcycles that haven't been 
commandeered by rebel groups. "Until they disarm, life cannot return to normal." 
 
In announcing its formation in December, the rebel alliance known as Seleka said it wanted to redress 
decades of neglect by the federal government, particularly by longtime President Francois Bozize. For 
example, the road several hundred miles long between the provincial capitals of Ndele and Birao, for 
example, has not been repaved since this country the size of France, its former colonial ruler, gained 
independence in 1960. 
 
"During the Bozize regime, we were completely forgotten," says Khalil Rakess, the secretary-general of 
Seleka for the Ndele region, whose camp is in an old Department of Forestry building. 
"Seleka is going to improve life for the residents of Ndele," he says. 
 
His colleagues lounge in plastic lawn chairs, showing off their rocket-propelled grenades. They wear a 
mixture of stolen army uniforms and Adidas track suits, and take down notes with International 
Committee of the Red Cross pens. 
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Yet four months after the rebels seized Ndele, most schools remain closed and unemployment has 
soared to around 70%. Public servants have not been paid, and light bulbs gather thick red dust without 
electricity. 
 
Residents like Jean-Bosco N'Dackouzou say the rebels too have profited at the expense of civilians. Over 
the course of several days, they took the computers he was using to train unemployed people in town, 
plus two generators, solar panels, even his kitchen utensils. They shot 37 of his goats for food, he said. 
"We are being held hostage and you steal from us," he says of the rebels. Rebels also have looted non-
governmental organizations and even take barrels of the fuels that the United Nations uses to operate 
humanitarian flights to the town. 
 
The town of Ndele sits in an isolated corner of northern Central African Republic, not far from the 
country's borders with its troubled neighbors Chad and Sudan. The capital, Bangui takes is at least two 
days away by road, and cellphone reception is sporadic at best. 
 
Ndele has suffered waves of armed rebellions dating back to 2006. In the latest spasm, bandits with 
Kalashnikovs loot hospitals and steal cars, and extort "taxes" from farmers but deliver no electricity or 
other public needs. The Darfur region of Sudan is nearby, and the latest scare has been triggered by the 
reported arrival of janjaweed fighters, notorious for their role in putting down the Darfur rebellion, 
alongside members of Seleka. 
 
Seleka denies their presence, but armed Sudanese men could be seen on a recent afternoon riding in 
Seleka trucks. They do not speak the national languages of Central African Republic and are known to be 
from Darfur, townspeople say. The town is also newly awash in weapons with the return of Seleka rebels 
who took part in overthrowing Bozize in March. 
 
The Seleka fighters — mostly derived from a group active here since 2006 known as UFDR — have set 
up shop in an old forestry department building. On the other side of town is a group known as the CPJP, 
consisting of fighters who did not join the rebel alliance. 
 
Tensions remain as evident by the sporadic gunfire. 
 
"UFDR, Seleka, CPJP — all these different groups, it's unexplainable," says Assistant Mayor Youssou 
Fezane, struggling to be heard over the hail of celebratory gunfire on a Thursday afternoon from rebels 
celebrating their return from the capital. "It's the responsibility of these groups to explain their ideologies. I 
just want for there to be peace." 
 
Given their administration of Ndele, some are already questioning whether the Seleka administration now 
in Bangui will put good governance above personal enrichment. 
 
"I don't know their hearts but people are suffering everywhere. If the government in Bangui doesn't bring 
security, people will continue to live in fear," said Nicodemus Vetung, the Cameroonian priest at the 
Catholic mission where hundreds sought refuge in the early weeks after Seleka fighters invaded the 
town. 
 
Hundreds of people huddled for more than a month at the mission, where Vetung and two Senegalese 
nuns pushed aside pews to make room for families to sleep. Others sought refuge at the red dirt airstrip 
outside town. The nuns were recently withdrawn by their church for their safety. The only children coming 
to school by vehicle these days, though, are those of the rebel leaders. 
 
Nicolas Tiangaye en Afrique du Sud (RFI, 27 avril 2013) 
 
Alors que la situation dans le pays reste toujours très chaotique, le Premier ministre centrafricain 
Nicolas Tiangaye poursuit ses voyages de par le monde. Après Bruxelles et Paris, il se rend, ce samedi 
27 avril, en Afrique du Sud. Cette visite était inimaginable il y a encore trois semaines. Lors du premier 
sommet de Ndjamena début avril, Jacob Zuma, humilié par le fiasco de ses troupes - défaites par les 
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éléments de la Seleka -, avait été l'opposant le plus farouche à la solution préconisée par le Premier 
ministre. 
 
Finalement, Michel Djotodia a été installé à la tête de la transition mais le président sud-africain n'entend 
pas tout perdre. Le voyage de Nicolas Tiangaye, qui sera pour l'occasion accompagné du ministre 
délégué à la Défense, doit, selon les termes d'un ministre centrafricain, permettre de «lever les 
équivoques». Le retour de soldats sud-africains à Bangui n'est pas pour demain mais la révocation des 
contrats miniers et pétroliers signés avec l'ancien régime n'est pas non plus à l'ordre du jour. Nicolas 
Tiangaye, lui, peut espérer que Jacob Zuma joue de son entregent pour permettre à la Centrafrique de 
revenir dans les instances de l'Union africaine. 
 
Caisses vides 
A Bruxelles et à Paris, le Premier ministre a fait bonne impression mais son déplacement ne lui a pas 
permis de renflouer les caisses de l'Etat totalement vides. Les fonctionnaires n'ont toujours pas reçu 
leurs salaires de mars et les versements d'avril sont incertains. Les combattants de la Seleka réclament 
avec insistance leurs primes. Et la pression continue de monter : l'Union européenne n'a pas suspendu 
son aide mais celle-ci est désormais conditionnée à un retour de la sécurité. Un retour qui se fait 
toujours attendre. 
 
Children Bear Brunt of Crisis (IRIN, 25 April 2013) 
Sporadic armed clashes, looting of orphanages, recruitment into armed groups, and widespread school 
closures have made life perilous for children in the Central African Republic (CAR) in the wake of a 24 
March rebel coup by the Séléka alliance. 
 
According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), some 2.3 million 
children are directly affected by the breakdown of law and order and the interruption of basic services. On 
12 April, 14 children were wounded in the capital, Bangui, when a rocket-propelled grenade fell on a 
playing field. Two days later, a rocket landed on a church, killing seven people, including three infants, 
and wounding 11 children - three of whom had to have their legs amputated.  
 
“It’s scandalous that children are being caught in crossfire as they go about their daily lives, playing 
football or going to church,” said Souleymane Diabaté, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) representative 
in CAR. 
 
“Children who fall sick with basic diseases” such as malaria are also in need of medical attention, said 
Ellen Van Der Velden, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) head of mission in CAR. 
 
Yet healthcare provision outside of main hospitals has been unpredictable. “In some areas [of Bangui] the 
health centres are functional, in others they are closed, again in others minimal services are being 
delivered. The situation may change quite quickly. One day a [health] centre could be operational, the 
next it can be closed,” said Van Der Velden.  
 
Children’s homes targeted  
A Bangui centre for street children, run by the Voix du Coeur (Voice of the Heart) Foundation, “suffered a 
lot during these recent events,” according to its director, Ange Ngassenemo. 
 
“Two children died and several were injured during the looting. We were also visited by Séléka, on the 
pretext of looking for young thieves, and they also looted what little the children had,” added 
Ngassenemo. “We unfortunately don’t have the necessary means. This situation is becoming harder and 
harder as more and more children come here, and taking care of them becomes a crushing burden for 
our little organization,” he said. 
 
“We call on the state to help us. Couldn’t they get us running water for the children, who need to wash 
themselves and their clothes… We estimate there are about 6,000 street children in Bangui. If they come 
to us and we send them away, it becomes dangerous and is not a viable solution. It would be better to 
help us help them,” he added. 
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On April 13, armed men thought to be part of Séléka looted a Bangui orphanage run by SOS Children’s 
Villages, after letting off their weapons to intimidate staff members. “The children were hiding under their 
beds. Staff members were in tears when they spoke to me,” said the city’s archbishop, Dieudonné 
Nzapalainga.  
 
“There are no guns in these houses. There are just children. What’s happening? This was no weapons 
search, it was looting. Shooting in the air, scaring people to death… I am outraged by this situation,” he 
said on Radio France Internationale.  
 
Recruited by all sides  
Various armed groups continue to recruit children, according to UNICEF, which warned in a 12 April 
statement such practices violated international law. More than 2,000 children, both boys and girls, were 
associated with armed groups and self-defence organisations before conflict resumed in December 2012, 
the agency said, adding that the practice continued after the fall of Bangui.  
 
“Recruiting children is both morally unacceptable and forbidden under international law,” said UNICEF’s 
Diabaté. “We have called on the new leadership in CAR [Séléka ] to ensure that all children associated 
with armed groups should be released immediately and protected from further violations [of law],” he said 
in the statement, adding that those now in power had demonstrated their intention to do just that. 
 
“UNICEF is committed to working with them to ensure that there is an immediate halt to new recruitments 
and support a process of identification, verification and reintegration of children.”  
 
According to Amy Martin, who heads OCHA’s Bangui branch, “The presence of child soldiers is evident 
amongst the ranks of Séléka.”  “Recruitment into the national army was ongoing a few weeks ago but is 
less evident now,” added Martin.  
 
Out of school  
Insecurity has forced thousands of children and teachers from schools in Bangui, and has interrupted 
education in regions in the east and north of the country. “Schools have remained closed in Bangui and 
elsewhere since March. There is vacation soon, so families who can afford to hire tutors for catch-up 
courses will do so over vacation. [But] not everyone can afford this,” said Martin.  
 
The education ministry remains sceptical about the re-opening of schools with insecurity still rife. “The 
children are understandably at home because the security situation demands it,” said Education Minister 
Marcel Loudegue. Schools are also among the properties that have been looted since the rebel takeover, 
with teachers, like civil servants, remaining unpaid. In a 23 April statement, UNICEF warned that 
hundreds of thousands of students are at risk of missing out on the entire school year, “with half the 
country’s schools shuttered.”  
 
UNICEF’s Diabaté said: “The new government must prioritize protection of and investment in the 
country’s education system, in order to respect and fulfil children’s basic right to education and to provide 
this generation of children with hope for a healthy future.” Literacy levels are low in the CAR, with over 
one million children out of school in total, according to UNICEF. 
 

 

 

 

 


