
 

QRCS to Support IU Gaza's Emergency and Crisis 
Management Center 

November 14th, 2016 ― Doha: Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) has signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Faculty of Medicine at the Islamic 
University of Gaza (IU Gaza) to support the Faculty's Emergency and Crisis 
Management Center (Hayat). 

The $148,500 project is aimed at ensuring rapid response, minimized risk, and 
containment of disasters in Gaza. 

The signing ceremony was attended by Dr. Akram Nassar, Head of QRCS Mission 
in Gaza, and Dr. Heba Al-Mahallawy, QRCS Health Project Officer. They were 
received by Prof. Adel M. Awadallah, IUG President, Nazmi Al-Masari, Vice-
President for External Relations, Dr. Fadel N. Naim, Dean, Faculty of Medicine, 
and Dr. Basem N. Naim, Hayat Center Administrator. 

Talking about the importance of the 24-month project, Dr. Nassar said, "Through 
this project, QRCS seeks to develop international-standard academic and practical 
abilities of emergency workers, as well as draft disaster and emergency response 
national protocols for the Palestinian health sector". 

He noted that in-advance preparedness, scenario prediction, and response 
techniques would create proficiency in disaster management during wars or crises 
in Gaza, in addition to improving the assessment of disaster risks and future 
impact. 

Stressing the health sector's accumulated experience and emergency preparedness, 
Prof. Awadallah explained that workers of health facilities, police, civil defense, 
and medical students would receive extensive training in how to manage and 
assess disasters professionally. 

According to him, an MA program will be launched for 20 health workers, as well 
as an emergency management training program for 60 students and staff. 

QRCS has already funded a series of health projects, with a budget exceeding QR 
8.3 million, to develop the health care sector in Palestine. These interventions 



 

include the equipment of specialist labs at medical education institutions; 
enhancement of cystoscopy services at Gaza hospitals; support of phenylketonuria 
(PKU) patients; and other major projects. 

##End## 

About Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) 
Established in 1978, Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) is a humanitarian charitable 
organization that aims to assist and empower vulnerable individuals and communities without 
partiality or discrimination. 
QRCS is a member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which consists 
of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) in Geneva, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and 190 National Societies. QRCS is also 
a member of several Gulf, Arab, and Islamic assemblies, such as: the Islamic Committee of 
International Crescent and the Secretariat-General of the Arab Organization of Red Crescent and 
Red Cross. In this legally recognized capacity, QRCS has access to disaster and conflict zones, 
thus serving as an auxiliary to the State of Qatar in its humanitarian efforts, a role that 
distinguishes it from other local charitable or philanthropic organizations. 
QRCS operates both locally and internationally and has ongoing international relief and 
development projects in a number of countries throughout the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and 
Europe. QRCS's humanitarian actions include providing support in disaster preparedness, 
disaster response, risk reduction, and disaster recovery. To mitigate the impact of disasters and 
improve the livelihoods of affected populations, QRCS provides medical services, healthcare, 
and social development to local communities. It is also active at the humanitarian advocacy 
front. With the help of a vast network of trained, committed staff and volunteers, QRCS aspires 
to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. As a reflection 
of its long-standing accomplishments and credibility, QRCS's Chairman, Dr. Mohammed Al-
Maadheed, is former Vice-President of the IFRC. 
Qatar Red Crescent works under the umbrella of the seven international humanitarian principles: 
Humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity, and universality. 
For more information about Qatar Red Crescent, please contact Mr. Fareed Adnan, Head of 
Media Affairs, Communication Department, Tel.: +974 5583 7338, email: fareed@qrcs.org.qa. 
Or you can visit our website: www.qrcs.org.qa, or like and follow our social media pages: 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/QatarRedCrescent 
Twitter/ Instgram: @QRCS 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/qatar-red-crescent 


