
	

QRCS Slams Bombardment of Latamneh Health 
Center 

October 16th, 2016 ― Doha: Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) strongly 
condemns today's airstrike that targeted the civilian area of Latamneh in northern 
Hama countryside, where one of its health facilities is active. 

The airstrike resulted in five civilian casualties: a mother, a father, and their 3-
month-old baby girl, as well as a mother and her 1-year-old son. These civilians 
were waiting to receive medical attention at QRCS's Latamneh Primary Health 
Care Center. 

In addition, 10 civilians were injured as a result of the airstrike, including two staff 
members of the center, a nurse, and a medical doctor. 

Major damage was incurred to the center, which provides medical and health care 
to 900 people monthly, mainly mothers and children. 

The center also provides laboratory services and contains a pharmacy that serves a 
catchment area of 50,000 population. The Latamneh center has temporarily 
stopped its services to assess the safety status of the area and its staff. 

This direct targeting of defenseless civilians represents a stark violation of the most 
basic tenets of the Geneva Conventions and international humanitarian law. It is in 
direct defiance of the multiple UN Security Council Resolutions condemning the 
direct targeting of civilian areas in situations of armed conflict. 

In particular, the UN Security Council Resolution 2286 (2016) "strongly 
condemned attacks and threats against the wounded and sick, medical personnel 
and humanitarian personnel exclusively engaged in medical duties, their means of 
transport and equipment, as well as hospitals and other medical facilities". 

Despite such attacks, QRCS will not be discouraged from pursuing its 
humanitarian mission in Syria and will continue to uphold humanitarian values and 
the fundamental principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement. 



	

"Targeting a medical center that offers primary health care services with a 
particular focus on mother and child care and killing two toddlers and their 
mothers are clear violations of all international laws. We are appealing for help to 
stop the killing of innocent children and calling on the international community to 
ensure the protection for medical facilities that provide civilians with the medical 
services they need," said Dr. Hashem Darwish, Head of Health Programs at 
QRCS's Mission in Turkey. 

Early in October 2016, QRCS's Sakhour Primary Health Care Center in eastern 
Aleppo was completely destroyed by two direct airstrikes. 

##End## 

About Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) 
Established in 1978, Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) is a humanitarian charitable 
organization that aims to assist and empower vulnerable individuals and communities without 
partiality or discrimination. 
QRCS is a member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which consists 
of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) in Geneva, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and 190 National Societies. QRCS is also 
a member of several Gulf, Arab, and Islamic assemblies, such as: the Islamic Committee of 
International Crescent and the Secretariat-General of the Arab Organization of Red Crescent and 
Red Cross. In this legally recognized capacity, QRCS has access to disaster and conflict zones, 
thus serving as an auxiliary to the State of Qatar in its humanitarian efforts, a role that 
distinguishes it from other local charitable or philanthropic organizations. 
QRCS operates both locally and internationally and has ongoing international relief and 
development projects in a number of countries throughout the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and 
Europe. QRCS's humanitarian actions include providing support in disaster preparedness, 
disaster response, risk reduction, and disaster recovery. To mitigate the impact of disasters and 
improve the livelihoods of affected populations, QRCS provides medical services, healthcare, 
and social development to local communities. It is also active at the humanitarian advocacy 
front. With the help of a vast network of trained, committed staff and volunteers, QRCS aspires 
to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. As a reflection 
of its long-standing accomplishments and credibility, QRCS's Chairman, Dr. Mohammed Al-
Maadheed, is former Vice-President of the IFRC. 
Qatar Red Crescent works under the umbrella of the seven international humanitarian principles: 
Humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity, and universality. 
For more information about Qatar Red Crescent, please contact Mr. Fareed Adnan, Head of 
Media Affairs, Communication Department, Tel.: +974 5583 7338, email: fareed@qrcs.org.qa. 
Or you can visit our website: www.qrcs.org.qa, or like and follow our social media pages: 



	

Facebook: www.facebook.com/QatarRedCrescent 
Twitter/ Instgram: @QRCS 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/qatar-red-crescent 


