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COORDINATOR TO BAMBARI 
 

Bangui, 5 August 2014: The humanitarian community is on the ground carrying out vital 
work in the unrest-hit Central African (CAR) city of Bambari, according to the 
Humanitarian Coordinator for CAR, Claire Bourgeois. But at the end of a four-day trip to 
the city, just recently considered an example for its peaceful inter-community relations, 
she said she was distraught after seeing how social cohesion had broken down in the 
space of less than three months. 
 
“It is so sad to see the atmosphere prevailing in the city: everyone has been affected by 
the situation. Residents say Bambari used to be known as the ‘Switzerland of CAR’ but 
they say it has now become unrecognisable. I appeal to all to make the utmost efforts to 
resume dialogue,” said Ms Bourgeois. 
 
In the rainy season, Bambari is a 10 hour drive from the capital Bangui along mud-
clogged roads which present numerous challenges to humanitarian workers delivering aid 
at this time of year. 
 
The city has been hit by a series of armed clashes since late-May, with the latest on 7 July 
climaxing in a raid on a displaced persons’ site at the St Joseph cathedral. An estimated 
27,710 displaced persons from the city and surrounding areas have fled their homes, the 
vast majority now living at three main sites in the town. 
 
As well as the IDP sites, nearly 3,000 displaced persons of Muslim faith are sheltering in 
the Muslim quarter with host families and relatives, creating an additional strain on the 
limited resources of the already heavily-affected population. 
 
“I am deeply concerned about the protection of the displaced persons and the civilian 
population of Bambari: we must work to so that all those in need receive humanitarian 
assistance,” said Ms Bourgeois. 
 
Insecurity means assessments are difficult along major routes in the region. An estimated 
15,000 additional people are thought to be displaced elsewhere in Ouaka province. As a 
sign of the violence, between 23 June and 25 July, the main hospital in Bambari has 
recorded 227 patients injured by gunshot or sharp instrument. 
  
Despite the difficulties of operating in Bambari, around 20 humanitarian actors are at 
work in sectors such as social cohesion, protection, health, food security, water & 
sanitation, and shelter. Last week the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) donated a brand-
new ambulance to the town, worth $50,000, along with two delivery beds. 



www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 

effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  
Celebrating 20 years of coordinated humanitarian action 

 

For more information contact: 
John James, Head of Public Information and IM, OCHA CAR,  calvinjames@un.org, Tel : +236 70 857 590 
Laura Fultang, Public Information, OCHA RCA, fultangl@un.org, Tel : +236 70 188 064  
Press releases from OCH are available at  www.unocha.org or www.reliefweb.int 

 
“These populations are extremely vulnerable. It is essential that at least minimal basic 
services become available, and sadly we are not there yet,” said Ms Bourgeois. “All 
armed groups we met underlined their respect for the humanitarian workers and aid that 
is delivered in Bambari. But there is a pressing need for more additional resources to 
scale up the assistance, particularly to build dignity for those affected, especially for 
women and girls, and to help avoid any sexual exploitation. It is so sad to see people 
crowding on to trucks to flee their home town, in search of a better life.” 
 
 


