
Preparation to face rain and floods 
Tips and instructions for workers in schools in Gaza Strip.

 
Girls walk to school in sewage-flooded streets of Gaza City, December 2013. Photo: Alun McDonald/Oxfam 

Why this bulletin? 

Winter storm, Alexa, which is considered to be one of the strongest storms in decades, hit the occupied 

Palestinian territories on December 11 until December 14. Its wind velocity exceeded 80 km/hr. it was 

also featured with a prolific snowfall that reached more than two meters in some areas. Rain intensity 

has reached 27 centimeters, along with exceptional low temperatures. Water has flooded low areas in 

various parts of Gaza, which led 10,000 to evacuate their homes temporarily, as well as damages that 

affected 21,000 houses.  

What actually has happened during the storm Alexa, invites us to think deliberately about this year, and 

to take into consideration how we could deal with the damages through preparations to face these kinds 

of dangers in case it happened again. One of the most important things to be taken into account is the 

readiness of schools to deal with the crisis to ensure the needed protection for our students in order to 

ensure the continuity of education process to our children under the most difficult situations.

Accordingly, we, at the education group, present this bulletin to workers in schools to provide them with 

tips and instructions to reduce the risks of natural disasters of rain and floods, to ensure the readiness on 

all levels to apply the best practices by all relevant sides, especially workers in schools including 

administration and education staff. 
 

Dear schools principals, teachers, and staff: 

Wars and natural disasters lead to deprive generations from knowledge and opportunities afforded to 

them by education. Where the right of education in one of the fundamental rights guaranteed by 

religions to all human beings. Also, all the covenants, conventions, international treaties, and UN 

resolutions stressed that one should get the basic education to ensure a decent life and safe future. In 

Gaza Strip, this very narrow spot in area, which has a population of (1,700,000 people), where more than 

50 % are children who are exposed to continuous war and siege. Thus, there’s a mass need to provide 

safety and security, food, water, clothing, and proper education during wars and natural disasters. 



And to ensure the best responses to deal with rain and flood, we present tips and guidelines which will 

help you getting ready to deal with such cases: 

1. The necessity to establish Community 
Safety Committee that is related to school. It 
will prepare special plans for emergencies. It 
is necessary to: 
 Ensure the variety of members (parents, 

youth, organizations’ members, Imams of 
mosques, engineers, doctors, ….). 

 Ensure conducting a periodical meeting for the 
committee in the school and distribute tasks 
among the members and prepare a training 
plan for the committee. 

2. Keep a copy of school’s information on a CD 
or flash memory outside the school. 

3. Identify school resources for emergencies (physical and human resources), along with making a list of 
the needed resources in the school and alternative educational places in emergencies based on 
students’ numbers. 

4. Design a school map of the surrounding community and institutions, and identify the places where 
rain can accumulate at and form torrents. 

5. Regarding the ability to access school though roads and their suitability and readiness as safe ways to 
reach school, there has to be a reports of schools that students cannot access reach easily with details 
and pictures. These reports must be delivered to officials in the ministry and other organizations so 
they can start sorting the problem out. 

6. The need to prepare curriculum plans by teachers to be used in emergencies (for instance to identify 
the most important chapters and units to be adapted in the curriculum in case of long term crisis). 
 Does the school have a curriculum or to cover and teach life skills and the basic principles related to concept 

which may include: (health and hygiene promotion, child protection and psychosocial support, prevention of 
disasters and life rescue skills, knowledge of the surrounding environment). 

 Protection skills related to specific dangers and threats against children. 

7. Regarding the training, all schools need to receive trainings of prevention of disasters’ risks to ensure 
the readiness of schools to handle and deal with emergencies, disasters, and crisis. These trainings 
should include: 
 First aid trainings for teachers, students, and parents. 

 Make simulations for emergencies and implement safe evacuation. 

 Special trainings of psychosocial support activities in cooperation with concerned organizations. 

8. Preserve safety tools in the school, and trains as many as possible to use them like fire extinguishers 
and first aid kits. 

9. There has to be communication with emergency committee of the directorate of education where 
schools belongs to. This committee will discuss all matters related to schools situation and its 
readiness to deal with emergencies and discuss future plans of emergencies. This is to ensure having a 
great deal of coordination to reach the decision makers of the concerned authorities through this 
committee. 

10.  Finally, to ensure the increase for each school’s readiness to handle emergencies, the following 
plans should be implemented by every school as follows: 
 Training plans for teachers, students, and members of the community on (first aid, public safety, safe 

evacuation, fire extinguish, psychosocial support activities, ….. etc) 

 Plans for expected emergencies within available indicators and information. 

 A plan to increase coordination with emergency related authorities and supporting associations. 
 

A general view of a flooded Gaza City neighborhood after heavy rains from a severe winter 
storm on Dec. 13, 2013. Mohammed Salem/Reuters 



Tips and instructions to deal with rain and floods:
 Follow up news in case of rain fall or possibility of floods. 

 Take the necessary measure to prevent rain from entering building in low areas or areas near 
floods and torrents. 

 Install all that can be blown away by the wind, especially on buildings’ roofs since any falling 
body can hurt people passing by. 

 Prepare and clean drains over the roofs and floors to avoid water flowing inside the buildings. 

 Avoid using water too put out fire in greenhouses because this could increase the fire and 
transfer it to other places. 

 Keep first aid kit in school. 

 In case of floods and possibility of reaching inside schools, and if there was enough time, 
remove all necessary tools to the upper floor and cut the power. 

 Don’t eat food that got mixed with rain and flood. 

 Don’t go to places of disaster because you may be an obstacle against rescue and other 
emergencies. 

 Don’t deal or touch wet electrical devices until you make sure that they’re safe and dry. 

 Use battery operated lights. 

 Don’t touch or move falling objects and electrical wires. 
 Inform civil defense (102) about any danger you may see.

Minimizing the Use educational facilities as  
temporary shelters: 
Educational facilities should only be used as 
shelters for displaced people when there are no 
other possibilities. Alternative locations for 
shelter in the event of an emergency or disaster 
should be identified during preparedness 
planning. 
When educational facilities are used as 
temporary shelters, the negative impacts and 
potential protection risks must be minimized in 
collaboration with the shelter and protection 
sectors. Stakeholders should agree to a date for 
returning the educational facility to its original function. This minimizes disruptions to learning and 
avoids families remaining in an educational facility long after an emergency has occurred. 
If educational facilities are used as temporary shelters, it is important to protect school property, 
including books, libraries, furniture, school records and recreational equipment. The educational facilities 
should be returned in a useable state.  
Wherever possible, stakeholders should use the opportunity to improve the educational facilities. For 
example, sanitation facilities could be renovated and building structures could be reinforced. 

This bulletin was prepared by Bilal Al Hamayda (National Programme Officer at UNESCO Gaza Antenna office) 
The bulletin was prepared according to minimum standards of education in emergencies, which was developed 

by the International Network for Education in Emergencies/ INEE 
November 2014 
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