
Polio this week - As of 09 January 2013

Two years polio-free: January 13 will mark two years since a child was paralyzed by wild poliovirus in India, a country once 
considered the most complex challenge to global polio eradication. 

Response to Niger outbreak: The first immunization activities start in Niger on 15 January 2013, in close coordination with 
Nigeria. This first outbreak of imported wild poliovirus in 2012 is due to virus of Nigerian origin. 

Next batch of STOPpers: 73 public health experts from 41 countries are taking part in Stop Transmission of Polio (STOP) 
training from 7-18 January in Atlanta, USA. STOP participants are trained in polio eradication strategies and operations; these 
new participants will join 111 experienced ‘STOPpers’ to be deployed to work closely with national Ministries of Health in 
countries with a shortage of skilled public health staff available to fully support polio eradication. 

Wild Poliovirus (WPV) cases

Case breakdown by country

Total cases Year-to-date 2012 Year-to-date 2011 Total in 2011*

Globally 222 627 650 

- in endemic countries 216  321 341 

- in non-endemic countries 6  306 309

Countries

Year-to-date 2012 Year-to-date 2011
Total 
in

 2011*

Date of 
most  
 recent 
case

WPV1   WPV3   W1W3   Total    WPV1   WPV3  W1W3   Total

Pakistan 55 2 1 58 190 2 192  198 30-Nov-12

Afghanistan 37 37 76 76  80 20-Dec-12

Nigeria 102 19 121 40 12 52 62 03-Dec-12

India 1 1  1 13-Jan-11

Chad 5 5 127  3 130 132 14-Jun-12

DR Congo 92 92  93 20-Dec-11

Angola 5  5 5 07-Jul-11

Niger
1

 1  3  2 5 5 15-Nov-12

CAR        4  4 4 08-Dec-11

China 21  21 21 09-Oct-11

Guinea  3 3 3 03-Aug-11

Kenya  1  1 1 30-Jul-11

Côte d'Ivoire 36 36 36 24-Jul-11

Mali  7 7 7 23-Jun-11



Data in WHO as of 10 January 2012 for 2011 data and 08 January 2013 for 2012 data.

Afghanistan

Two new WPV cases were reported in the past week, bringing the total number of WPV cases for 2012 to 37. Both of the 
WPV cases occurred in Nangarhar (2 WPV1), a newly infected province, with onset of paralysis on 20 December 2012. 
Outbreak response immunization in 10 districts in Nangarhar will be conducted using bivalent OPV. 
No new cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type (cVDPV) were reported in the past week. The total number of 
cVDPV cases for 2012 remains 4.
On 17-19 January, Sub-National Immunization Days are taking place in the eastern provinces of Khost, Kunar, Paktyar 
and Nangarhar with bivalent OPV and in Helmand and Kandahar with trivalent OPV. 
SNIDs will take place on 3 February in Hilmand and Kandahar with trivalent OPV and with bivalent OPV in 12 other 
provinces. 

Nigeria

Two new WPV cases were reported in the past week (1 WPV1 from Kano and 1 WPV1 from Katsina), bringing the total 
number of WPV cases for 2012 to 121. The most recent case occurred in Federally Capital Territory and had onset of 

paralysis on 3 December 2012. Both of the cases reported this week occurred in previously-infected districts.
Two new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week, bringing the total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2012 to 6. Both 
cases occurred in Kebbi (Koko/Besse district), a province that had not previously reported any cases of cVDPV in 2012. 

The most recent had onset of paralysis on 24 November 2012. 
Given the spread of WPV of Nigerian origin to Niger, targeted Supplementary Immunization Activities will take place in 
high-risk and under-served districts in Nigeria on 12-15 January and in the wards of Sokoto, Katsina and Zamfara states 
bordering Niger on 15-18 January, synchronized with Niger. 
Staggered National Immunization Days across Nigeria are planned for 26 Jan – 2 February and 23 Feb – 2 March, also to 
be synchronized with Niger. 

Pakistan

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recently reported WPV case occurred in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) with onset of paralysis on 30 November 2012. The total number of WPV cases for 2012 remains 58. 
No new cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type (cVDPV) were reported in the past week. The most recently 

reported case occurred in Sindh on 8 December 2012. The total number of cVDPV cases for 2012 remains 15. 
Sub-national Immunization Days are taking place on 14-16 January using bivalent OPV (Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, 
KP/FATA and Islamabad), except parts of Karachi (Sindh) and Quetta Block (Balochistan) where trivalent OPV will be 

used. District officials are assessing security conditions locally, in close consultation with law enforcement.

Chad 

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recently reported WPV case occurred in Chad, in the Lac 

region (WPV1) with onset of paralysis on 14 June 2012. The total number of WPV cases for 2012 remains 5.
No new circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV 
cases for 2012 remains 12. 
The security situation in Central African Republic (CAR) remains fluid and is being monitored. UN and NGO staff continue 
to be evacuated from the Northern zone and nationals have been requested to stay at home. Supplementary 
Immunization Activities are still scheduled for 25-27 January using trivalent OPV and 22-23 February using bivalent OPV; 
the feasibility of these activities is under review given the prevailing security conditions. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. No WPV cases have been reported in 2012. The most recent case 
had onset of paralysis on 20 December 2011 in Maniema province. 

No new cVDPV cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV cases for 2012 remains 17, with the 
most recent having onset of paralysis on 4 April 2012. 
The security situation in North Kivu continues to be monitored. Approximately 20,000 people have been internally 

displaced in Katanga and others from the Central African Republic have been displaced to Equateur. 
Supplementary Immunization Activities were conducted from 20-22 December 2012 in parts of North Kivu.

Congo 1 1 1 22-Jan-11

Gabon 1 1 1 15-Jan-11

Total 200 21 1 222 562 65 0 627 650 

Total in endemic 

countries      
194 21 1 216 307 14 0 321 341 

Total outbreak     6 0 0 6 255 51 0 306 309 



Horn of Africa

No new cases were reported in the region in the past week. In 2012: Yemen reported two cases of circulating vaccine-

derived poliovirus (cVDPV) type 3, the most recent of which was on 24 August 2012; Kenya and Somalia reported three 
cases and one case respectively of cVDPV type 2 in a related outbreak, with the most recent in Somalia on 23 July 2012.

National Immunization Days in Yemen are scheduled for 28 January. 

Niger

 Niger reports polio: In the first outbreak of polio in 2012 outside of an endemic country or a country with re-established 
poliovirus, Niger has reported a case of wild poliovirus. This is the first case in the country since December 2011 and is 
related to virus originating in Nigeria.

West Africa

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. One WPV case was reported in the region in 2012, a WPV1 from 
Tahoua province in Niger with onset of paralysis on 15 November 2012. This is the first case in the country since 
December 2011 and is related to virus originating in Nigeria. 
Outbreak response has been launched, with the first immunization activities on 15 January 2013, in close coordination 
with Nigeria. These will be followed by National Immunization Days with trivalent OPV on 2-5 February and with bivalent 

OPV on 2-5 March 2013, synchronized with campaigns in Nigeria. 
Planning has started for surveillance reviews and additional immunization activities in high-risk districts in West African 
countries which have suffered repeated importations of virus of Nigerian origin. Several countries in the region are in 

severe humanitarian distress. The risk of further spread from Niger is moderate, but such spread would have serious 
implications. 


