
www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 

+ For more information, see “background on the crisis” at the end of the report

Philippines:  Typhoon Bopha 
Situation Report No. 13 (as of 3 January 2013) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the period from 31 
December 2012 to 3 January 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 8 January 2013. 

Highlights 
 Displaced families residing in schools face secondary displacement. 

 
 The numbers of evacuation sites reduce 

drastically from more than 300 to 66. 

 265 families evacuate to safer ground in 
New Bataan municipality in Compostela 
Valley province due to risk of flooding 
and landslides. 

 

Situation Overview 
A substantial number of families staying in schools being used as evacuation centers are facing secondary 
displacement to enable resumption of classes which were to commence on 3 January 2013. The Department of 
Education (DepED) has announced that in the typhoon-affected areas of southern Mindanao, schools formal 
learning will re-open on14 January 2013. A total of 199 schools (789 classrooms) out of 384 schools were 
damaged in Compostela Valley province while 98 schools (945 classrooms) out of 179 schools were damaged in 
Davao Oriental province. In the meantime, week-long psychosocial support activities targeting both students and 
teachers affected by the typhoon started on 3 January. This time will also be used to provide tents and makeshift 
shelters with light materials as temporary learning spaces. According to the Disaster Response Operations 
Monitoring and Information Centre (DROMIC), a total of 42 schools are still hosting 6,403 people/1,280 families in 
Compostela Valley, and Cateel and Mati in Davao Oriental. 
 
In addition, the Education Cluster is collaborating with the Food Security Cluster to launch an emergency school 
feeding programme from mid-January targeted schools in the four affected provinces of Compostela Valley, Davao 
Oriental, Surigao del Sur and Agusan del Sur. Food Security and Agriculture Cluster partners will also provide 
cooking and feeding utensils to the targeted schools. 
 
The number of evacuation sites has generally declined to 66 from more than 300 around 7 December, with the 
majority located in Compostela Valley province. According to the Camp Coordination and Camp Management 
Cluster (CCCM), the 66 sites are presently hosting 8,958 people/1,795 families. The CCCM Cluster says that 
families are returning to their original communities to pitch make-shift shelters, or are using shelter and other non-
food items assistance to rebuild their damaged houses. Clusters are concerned about the poor living conditions of 
the displaced including congestion, lack of safe communal areas, lack of electricity supply and protection concerns.   
 
On 3 January, a low pressure area developed into Tropical Storm ‘Auring’ and passed across northern Mindanao, 
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moving at 28km per hour and dropping 5-15 mm of rain per hour. A public storm warning was issued and residents 
living in low lying and mountainous areas, including those already affected by Typhoon Bopha, were alerted to 
possible flashfloods and landslides. In southern Mindanao, reports from the Municipal Social Welfare Development 
Office in New Bataan, Compostela Valley, indicates that people evacuated from two Barangays due to likely floods 
following heavy rains experienced in the area. While there are no reported floods yet, some 159 families from 
Andap Barangay evacuated to areas where the Provincial Social Welfare Development office has provided tents 
while another 105 families evacuated to nearby elementary schools. According to the latest weather update from 
the Philippines Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) the centre of the 
storm depression is some 50km west of Dipolog City in western Mindanao and continues to head westwards.  
 

Humanitarian Response 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs: 

 According to DROMIC, the 66 remaining evacuation centers – housing 1,795 
families/8,958 individuals – are located in Compostela Valley province. 

 Some 37 schools are still hosting 1,093 families/5,223 individuals in Compostela 
Valley province, 124 families/680 individuals are in two schools in Cateel 
municipality and three schools hosting 100 families in Mati. 

 On 2 January New Bataan experienced a forced evacuation due to heavy rains 
creating need to evacuate families. 

 
Response: 

 The CCCM, Education and Protection clusters are coordinating response with government counterparts to 
address foreseen issues from displacement of families staying in public schools upon resumption of 
classes. 

 Assessments have so far identified 37 schools in Compostela Valley, 2 schools in Cateel and 3 schools in 
Mati, Davao Oriental province. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There is a need to build and identify alternative displacement sites for families who are living in public 
schools.  

 Need for temporary shelter solutions (emergency shelter kits, full shelter kits) for IDP families with 
damaged houses. 
 

 Education  

Needs: 

 Tents as temporary learning spaces (TLS) for schools and daycare centres, 
need for psychosocial (PSS) care and support. 

 More schools are in need instructional and learning materials for schools, 
teachers and daycare workers, including sports sets and other play/recreational supplies, for PSS and TLS 
sessions. 

 Temporary shelter is needed for affected education workers teaching in remote areas whose boarding 
houses were damaged. 

 

Response: 

 A total of 75 open-type tents were set up to be used as TLS in Caraga Region (8), Agusan del Sur (8) and 
Davao Oriental (59) Provinces. 

 Some 721 pails containing high energy biscuits were distributed to school children in Compostela Valley 
and Davao Oriental provinces.  

 At least 10,574 notebooks were distributed to children in Davao Oriental province. 
 A total of 369 teachers underwent a PSS care and support session in Compostela Valley and Davao 

Oriental provinces.  
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 Approximately 126 tarpaulins were provided in Compostela Valley and Davao Oriental provinces to 
establish 63 TLS.  

 A five-day PSS training was conducted benefiting 960 children in Barangay Andap, New Bataan 
municipality in Compostela Valley province. 

  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Need to strengthen inter-cluster coordination and partnership to address the specific issues and needs on 
nutrition, shelter, WASH, and child protection besetting the affected schools, education workers and 
leaders. 

 Need to decentralise cluster meetings to the provincial and municipal level to improve access to 
information. 

 Review of PSS basic guidelines on standards and protocols by all PSS service providers. 
 Finalisation of teaching guides that can be utilised when classes formally resume in the affected areas.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Between 800,000 and 1,000,000 people are in need of food assistance in the 
worst affected areas. 

 The food cluster closely monitored a low pressure area which has brought 
additional heavy rains to the affected provinces of Davao Oriental and 
Compostela Valley. In this regard, the food cluster may review and adjust the number of beneficiaries or 
extend response to ensure rehabilitation and recovery. 

 

Response: 

 Approximately 238,000 beneficiaries have received family food packs in the four affected provinces based 
on available data from DSWD/WFP.   

 A one-off general food distribution started in Surigao del Sur province, targeting 30,000 persons. 
 Training of enumerators for the inter-agency Food Security, Nutrition and Livelihood Assessment to 

commence on 5 January is ongoing in Davao City.   
 The first Food-For-Work (FFW) project has been successfully completed in Tamia, a Barangay in 

Compostela municipality in Compostela Valley Province. So far, 25 emergency FFW projects have been 
finalised and are in different stages of implementation. Generation of FFW proposals is ongoing in Davao 
Oriental, Surigao del Sur, and Agusan del Sur provinces. These projects are needs-driven and are initiated 
by the provincial and municipal governments. 

 Coordination with DepEd is ongoing for targeted schools to launch emergency school feeding programme 
from mid-January 2013 in the four affected provinces. Food Security cluster partners will provide cooking 
and feeding utensils to the targeted schools. 

 
 

 Health 

Needs: 

 In Davao Oriental province, out of 112 Barangay health stations (BHS), 92 have sustained structural 
damage (43 complete, 49 partial). Two out of a total of five hospitals reported physical damage (one 
complete, one partial). Out of 11 rural health units (RHUs), four sustained damage (two complete, two 
partial). In Compostela Valley province, out of 257 BHS, 138 reported damages (37 complete, 101 partial). 
All four government hospitals sustained partial damage. Seven out of the 11 RHUs sustained partial 
damage. (Department of Health HEARS Report of 3 Jan 2013).   

 Supporting local health officials on implementation of Minimum Initial Service Package on Reproductive 
health (including Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health) is highly required. 

 There is urgent need for provision of pre-natal, post-natal check-up and supply of dignity kits for pregnant 
and lactating women and particularly for teenage mothers in affected communities. 

 Acute respiratory infections form the majority consultations in reporting sites. Increasing numbers of 
consultations for acute diarrhea are also noted as well as admissions for suspect cases of Leptospirosis 
awaiting results of laboratory confirmation.  
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Response: 

 The Department of Health central office and other regional offices continue to augment medicines, medical 
services, and other needs.  

 Composite teams rendering medical, mental health and psychosocial services WASH, and Nutrition 
services were deployed in Boston, Cateel, Baganga, Caraga, Manay, and Taragona in Davao Oriental 
provinces while others went to Laak, Monkayo, Montevista, Compostela, and New Bataan in Compostela 
Valley. 

 Mass immunisation for measles continues in affected municipalities in Compostela Valley and Davao 
Oriental provinces. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Persistence of extreme weather has further affected access to health services. 
 Damaged, nonfunctional health facilities with typhoon-affected health workers continue to hamper health 

service delivery, especially on reproductive health. 
 Telecommunications and accessibility issues continue to hamper disease surveillance. 
 Many groups conducting mobile medical clinics do not provide exit reports, making it difficult for health 

authorities to follow up patients suspected of have diseases with outbreak potential. 

 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Persons in remote communities, especially the indigenous and persons with specific needs, require 
adequate attention and assistance including Family Access Cards. 

 There is a need to reconstruct lost civil status documents to facilitate access to humanitarian services.  
 There is a need to monitor adolescents moving to urban area to find employment, which could be 

hazardous and exploitative in nature. 
 There is a need to monitor separation of children caused by parents searching for employment outside of 

affected area.  

 

Response: 

 Continuous protection monitoring is on-going in forgotten but equally affected in Caraga region. 
 Child protection concerns are being integrated with other clusters through Child Friendly Spaces.  
 A Joint assessment was conducted to identify the need to re-activate child protection and genders based 

violence coordination structures in Boston, Baganga and Cateel and accelerate psychosocial support 
services to children and their caregivers. 

 Recreational activities for children and psychosocial activities for women and day care workers in Andap were 
conducted in New Bataan and Poblacion, Compostela. 

 Established tents for women-friendly spaces in Barangay Mainit, Cateel; Barangay Kinablangan, Baganga, 
and Barangay Poblacion, Boston. 

  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Inadequate assistance of indigenous communities in remote locations who are already weakened by 
repeated cycles of armed conflict. 

 Unequal humanitarian response to affected families in Caraga region. 
 Inform community (i.e. female police officers assigned in Help Desks) on GBV prevention and response 

initiatives in emergencies. 
 Need to systematize identification of separated and unaccompanied children and other children at risk. 
 Weak community-based child protection and sexual and gender based violence mechanisms. 
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Shelter 

Needs: 

 There is need for the provision of tarpaulins to meet the immediate emergency 
shelter needs of affected families in Baganga, New Bataan, Compostela and 
Monkayo.  
 

Response: 

 The distribution of 38,800 emergency shelter kits is ongoing in the most affected areas while agencies 
continue to procure for additional kits and house repair kits. 

 A total of 16 municipality level focal points have been identified to improve communication and cluster 
coordination structures. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Agencies report severe funding constraints and are unable to expand their programmes. 
 Accurate data on the actual number of affected homes by the Typhoon remain difficult to ascertain as 

varying reports on damage are being received. Better contact is being established with DSWD Caraga 
region through municipal level coordination focal point. 

 The cluster is facing logistical delays due to tropical depression ‘Quinta’ which delayed shipments via sea 
of shelter items.   

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 There is a need to conduct massive and sustained hygiene promotion in the affected areas to promote 
correct water quality monitoring, water disinfection, address open defecation and promote positive hygiene 
behaviors to prevent disease and diarrheal outbreaks.  

 Need to strengthen and enhance community-based and community managed water and sanitation facilities 
for continued operation and maintenance. 

Response: 

 Community water quality monitors have been trained to conduct water quality testing, feedback and 
corrective action for water points considered high risk of contamination.  

 Partners are now scaling up hygiene promotion in the affected communities based on preliminary results of 
the Knowledge, Attitude and Practices (KAP) survey.   

 Assessments of the WASH facilities in the temporary shelters (like the tent communities and bunk houses) 
and in schools and temporary learning spaces are on-going. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Gaps still exist in capacities for local WASH planning, coordination and leadership at the barangay, 
municipal and provincial government levels.   

 Functional WASH facilities in schools and temporary learning spaces need to be ensured in preparation for 
opening of classes in second week of January. 
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Funding 
The Typhoon Bopha/Pablo Action Plan which requested for US$65 million is 21 per cent funded with US$13 million 
committed and 7 million in pledges. For more information, see http://fts.unocha.org  
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Background on the disaster 
In the early hours of 4 December, Typhoon Bopha, locally known as Pablo, hit the east coast of Mindanao in the south of the Philippines. It 
was the 16th and most powerful typhoon to hit the Philippines in 2012. The Government of the Philippines initiated preparedness measures 
as early as 30 November, and since Bopha struck on 4 December it has been leading the response. On 7 December, the President of the 
Philippines declared a state of national calamity and accepted the offer of international assistance. The United Nations and humanitarian 
partners launched an appeal for $65 million to provide immediate lifesaving aid and support to millions affected by the typhoon on 10 
December. The Humanitarian Country Team has provided technical assistance to the Government in rapid needs assessment and 
information management. 

Cluster Leads and Co-Leads - as of 2 January 2013  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLUSTER CLUSTER 
CO-LEADS 

FOCAL PERSON CONTACT # EMAIL ADDRESS

INTER-CLUSTER 
COORDINATION 

UNOCHA 
 
 

JOHN NDIKU  
(Inter-Cluster 
Coordination) 

0905-227-0914 
 
 

ndiku@un.org 
 

LOGISTICS WFP DRAGOSLAV 
DJURASKOVIC 

0917-829-3175 dragoslav.djuraskovic@wfp.org 

EDUCATION UNICEF AMININ ABUBAKAR  0928-749-9805 aabubakar@unicef.org

FOOD and NFIs WFP IRENA LOLOCI 0916-620-9893 irena.loloci@wfp.org 
CAMP COORDINATION 
and 
CAMP MANAGEMENT 

IOM DAVE BERCASIO 0917-529-6694 dbercasio@iom.int 

SHELTER IFRC MICHAEL GLOECKLE 0918-687-9073 coord.Phil@sheltercluster.org  
 

PROTECTION including 
Child Protection and 
Gender-based Violence 

UNHCR 
 
 

ARJUN JAIN 
 

0999-993-9417 
 

jain@unhcr.org 
 

EARLY RECOVERY UNDP 
 

WINSTON 
CAMARINAS 

0917-836-9309 winston.camarinas@undp.org 
 

LIVELIHOOD ILO NORI PALARCA 0917-532-7470 noritpalarca2@yahoo.com 
palarca@ilo.org 

WASH UNICEF RORY VILLALUNA 0917-859-2578 washccph@gmail.com 
HEALTH WHO GERARDO MEDINA 0908-863-3163 medinag@wpro.who.int 
NUTRITION UNICEF PAUL ZAMBRANO 0917-537-9934 pzambrano@unicef.org 

For further information, please contact:  
David Carden, Head, OCHA Philippines, carden@un.org, Tel: +63 917 513 9924 
Kasper Engborg, Head of Davao City Sub-Office, OCHA Philippines, engborg@un.org, Tel: +63 906 374 8293 
Thierry Delbreuve, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Geneva, delbreuve@un.org, Tel: +41 79 477 0822 
Farhad Movahed, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA New York, movahed@un.org, Tel: +1 646 510 2407 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org, www.reliefweb.int, http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/ 
To be added or deleted from the mailing list, please email addawe@un.org. 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int [link to relevant websites].  
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: include e-mail address 


