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In Numbers 

26,000 people assisted (April 2016) 

 
 

WFP Assistance 

 Protracted Relief and 

Recovery Operation: 

Enhancing the 

Resilience of 

Communities and 

Government Systems 

in Regions Affected by 
Conflict and Disasters 

200743 

(April 2015 – March 

2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

74.0 m 
25.4 m  
(34%) 

1.6 m 
(11%) 

*May 2016 – October 2016 

PRRO 200743 targets half a million people affected by 

protracted conflict in Central Mindanao as well as 

typhoon-affected communities in Visayas and 

Mindanao. The assistance is tailored to reach the most 

vulnerable in areas where poverty, nutrition and basic 

education indicators remain well below the national 

average. WFP supports internally displaced people 

(IDP) and returnees through market-sensitive food 

assistance-for-assets options, school meals, and 

stunting prevention programmes for children under 

two years old and pregnant and nursing women. 

 

Through the Disaster Preparedness and Response 

(DPR) Programme under this PRRO, WFP supports 

local government units, academic institutions, civil 

society and NGOs in strengthening disaster 

preparedness and risk reduction mechanisms though 

initiatives such as capacity development trainings, 

installation of early warning systems, and community-

based risk mitigation activities. 

 

This operation also features capacity augmentation 

and policy development components to optimise the 

disaster response structures and policy frameworks of 

the Government of the Philippines in support of the 

Philippine Development Plan (2011–2016).  

 

Special Operation: 

National Response 

Capacity-Building: 

Applying Lessons 

Learned From the 
Haiyan/Yolanda 

Emergency 

200706 

(July 2014 – June 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

9.8 m 
5.3 m  
(54%) 

n/a 

*May 2016 – June 2016 

Special Operation 200706 aims to enhance the 

disaster response capability of the Government of 

the Philippines in areas of logistics and supply chain 

management to ensure that WFP is ready to activate 

response options at-scale in a timely manner and in 

line with government relief mechanisms. Building on 

the key learnings from the Typhoon Haiyan 

emergency in 2013/2014, the operation aims to 

mitigate potential operational bottlenecks and 

challenges as identified during the large-scale 

humanitarian response. 

 

Key to this operation is the establishment of a 

network of disaster response facilities in Luzon, 

Visayas and Mindanao in support of an improved and 

decentralised emergency response network. WFP 

also provides technical assistance and training for 

government counterparts on practical, operational 

and strategic logistics.   

Highlights 

 The Government of the Philippines and WFP 

inaugurated the Visayas Disaster Response 

Center, which aims to enhance the emergency 

response capacity in the Philippines.  
 

 WFP released the initial results of its Emergency 

Food Security Assessment to determine the 

impact of El Niño on households in Mindanao 

and their livelihoods. 
 

 It is anticipated that with the upcoming 

elections in May, this period could be potentially 

turbulent and affect WFP operations. 

Credit: Photo © WFP / Anthony Chase Lim 

Caption: WFP and government partners stage a ceremonial 

rice-pouring to kick off the inauguration of the Visayas 

Disaster Response Center in Cebu on 27 April.  
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Operational Updates 

 WFP supported 26,000 people in April by enhancing 

their resilience through food and cash assistance. 

Of this, 15,000 people received cash through the 

asset-creation programme, while 4,000 pregnant 

and nursing women, and 6,000 children aged 6-23 

months were supported under the stunting 

prevention programme. Additionally, 26,000 

children were provided with nutrition support to 

help prevent the occurrence of acute malnutrition in 

areas affected by El Niño and previous 

emergencies. Meanwhile, the school feeding 

programme was discontinued because of the school 
break.  

 Based on the preliminary results of the Emergency 

Food Security Assessment in El Niño-affected areas 

conducted by WFP and the government of the 

Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, the 

proportion of severely food-insecure people in 

Mindanao increased to 22 percent from 3 percent 

the previous year.  

 In the newly inaugurated 5,000-square metre 

Disaster Response Centre, the state-of-the-art 

automated repacking system was completed and 

commissioned. The facility can rapidly produce 

50,000 family food packs a day, enough to feed 

250,000 people for three days. 

 Biometric registration for participants in WFP’s 

asset-creation programme in Mindanao using the 

SCOPE platform was conducted. SCOPE is a WFP-

developed tool to manage beneficiary and transfer 
information. 

 Under the FoRECAST (Food Resiliency in Emergency 

and Climate Change Adaptation Systems Tracking) 

project, WFP convened the first Technical Working 

Group on 01 April. The meeting brought together 

representatives from key government agencies to 

discuss the integration of climate change and early 
warning systems into their programmes. 

 WFP served as a resource organization during the 

Policy Forum on Achieving Food Security in the 

Philippines, which was organized by the Philippine 

Legislators’ Committee on Population and 
Development Foundation. 

Challenges 

 Heightened security measures are expected 

nationwide ahead of and during the general election 

on 09 May. During the election period, some WFP 

activities such as food and cash distribution, and 
field missions will be temporarily halted.  

Partnership 

 WFP signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 

Ateneo de Manila University to enhance linkage 

through development of joint projects, knowledge 

sharing and development, education and 
innovation, and knowledge development to improve 
food security and nutrition. 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Despite being one of the fastest growing economies 

in Southeast Asia in recent years, declines in 

poverty were modest, leaving marginalised groups 

such as women, children and the elderly vulnerable 

to hunger and poverty. Government data for 2015 

showed that the country’s GDP expanded by 5.8 

percent, down from 6.1 percent in 2014. Poverty 

incidence worsened to 25.8 percent in the first 

semester of 2015, from 24.6 percent over the same 

period in 2014. 

According to the 2015 Global Hunger Index, the 

food and nutrition situation in the Philippines is 

‘serious’ despite steady improvements since the 

1990s, positioning the country at 53 out of 104 

countries. Prevalence of undernutrition remains an 

issue of public concern. Based on the 2013 National 

Nutrition Survey, wasting and stunting among 

children in WFP’s operational areas in Mindanao 

remained a problem at 8.5 percent and 39 percent 

respectively in 2013, which are above the national 

average and above the acceptable range as defined 

by the World Health Organization. 

WFP projects in the Philippines are in line with the 

Philippine UN Development Action Framework and 

support the attainment of WFP Strategic Objectives, 

the Sustainable Development Goals, and the Zero 

Hunger Challenge. 

WFP re-established its presence in the Philippines in 

2006 to support the ongoing Mindanao peace 

process and to help build community resilience to 

armed conflict, which undermines food security. 

Contact info: wfp.philippines@wfp.org 

Country Director: Praveen Agrawal 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/philippines 

 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 30% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

115 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 100 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/philippines

