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WFP Assistance 

 

Highlights 

 After heavy floods in Asunción, WFP implemented 

an Emergency Operation that ended on May 31, 

2016. 

 

 Over a period of three months, 5910 flood-

affected families received cash disbursements 

totaling USD 1,031,000, which they could use 

through a mobile platform to buy food and other 

items of basic necessity. 

 

 New floods are expected in June 2016 which could 

affect more than 210,000 people countrywide. 

 

 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

 (in USD) 

 

DIPECHO IX – Disaster Risk Reduction 

10025167 

(May 15 – Dec 16) 
289,812 

137,981 
(48%) 

IR-EMOP Floods in Asuncion 

200937 
(Feb 16 – May 16) 

1.47 m 
1.47 m  
(100%) 

SDG - Sustainable Development Goals Fund 

10024973 

(Jun 15 – Mar 17) 
300,000 

150,000 
(50%) 

UNTFHS – UN Trust Fund Human Security 

200782 

(Oct 14 – Dec 16) 
444,050 

444,050 
(100%) 

DIPECHO X – Disaster Risk Reduction 

200989 

(Apr 16 – Sep 17) 
112,134 

0 
(0%) 

 

10025167: In close cooperation with UNDP, WFP 

carries out capacity building activities to strengthen the 

National Emergency Secretariat’s logistics capacities, 

and to improve civil-military cooperation for emergency 

responses.  

200937: The immediate response emergency 

operation supports 5,900 flood-affected families in the 

Bañado Norte part of the capital city of Asunción who 

were displaced to temporary shelters. WFP is using 

debit cards distributed by a mobile operator to transfer 

cash directly to the people assisted. 

10024973: This interagency project, financed through 

the Sustainable Development Goals Fund involves the 

UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Pan-

American Health Organization/World Health 

Organization (PAHO/WHO), the UNICEF, as well as 

WFP. Its main aim is to protect the right to food in the 

rural areas of Paraguay. Specifically, WFP is 

implementing activities to encourage local food 

production, with an emphasis on risk management. 

200782: This interagency project of PAHO/WHO, 

the UN Development Program (UNDP) and WFP, is 

directed at strengthening human security of 

vulnerable households in Paraguay’s Chaco region. 

WFP is improving the food security of indigenous 

families through the reinforcement of school feeding 

programmes and the government’s Comprehensive 

Nutritional Food Program (PANI), which addresses 

undernourishment in children under the age of 5 and 

pregnant women. WFP-led activities also promote 

livelihood protection. 

200986: In close cooperation with UNDP, 

Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI), and the 

Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), 

WFP is carrying out disaster risk reduction activities. 

WFP’s main emphasis lies on the strengthening of 

local logistics and emergency response capacities. 

Operational Updates 

 As part of the UNHTS project, 383 families 

received 4.6 mt of food in exchange for their 

participation in communal asset creation 

activities, such as the construction of corrals and 

the reparation of water systems, and in 
agricultural and nutritional trainings.  

 5,854 flood-affected families in the capital city of 

Asunción received the third and last cash 

transfer of USD 58 to purchase food and other 

basic necessities using TIGO “Gourmet” debit 

cards. 

 The DIPECHO Action Plan for 2016 was officially 

launched with a workshop that involved local and 

national authorities who shared information on 

project activities and defined the upcoming work 
schedule. 

Credit: © WFP / Laura Martínez 
Caption: Food delivery to women after nutritional 
training administered by WFP in Ceibo, Puerto Pinasco, 
Paraguay 
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Credit: © WFP / Analía Almada 
Caption: Suggestion boxes are put up in the shelters 
participating in WFP’s emergency operation in Asunción, 
Paraguay. 
 
 

Challenges 

 The “El Niño” climate phenomenon 2015/2016 is 

expected to be one of the strongest on record. In 

January 2016, heavy rainfalls in northern 

Paraguay caused major floods throughout the 

country, adversely affecting 167,500 people. A 

new rise in water levels is forecast for the month 

of June; the impact of the resulting floods, 

however, is predicted to be smaller than 

previously assumed. 

 

Disaster Risk Reduction: Spotlight on 
Paraguay 

The Paraguayan Government and the country’s 

humanitarian actors are currently preparing the 

DIPECHO Regional Planning Workshop, and the High 

Level Ministerial Meeting on the Implementation of 

the Sendai Framework. Both events will take place in 

Asunción, Paraguay, at the beginning of June. 

 

Knowledge Exchange between WFP 
Offices in the Region 

Staff from WFP Bolivia’s field office in Chuquisaca 

visited Paraguay to share their experience in school 

feeding activities and strengthen similar programs in 

the Chaco Region of Paraguay. 

 

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

 

Paraguay is a low middle income country with a per 

capita gross national income (GNI) of USD 4,010 

(World Bank, 2014). According to the 2015 SOFI, 

Paraguay was on track to reach the MDG 1 target of 

halving the proportion of people who suffer from 

hunger. Currently 10.4% are undernourished, a 

reduction of 46.6% from 1990: if current trends 

persist, Paraguay will achieve the target by 2020. 

WFP formulated a draft County Strategy Document 

(CSD) for Paraguay where potential support areas 

were identified and prioritized, including (i) 

vulnerability analysis mapping and targeting, (ii) 

improvement of national food-based safety-nets 

such as school feeding and complementary feeding, 

and (iii) emergency preparedness and response.  

WFP does not have a country office in Paraguay. To 

implement its projects, WFP established an antenna 

office in Asuncion that is managed by the Bolivia 

Country Office. The Government has expressed 

interest in re-opening a WFP country office in 

Paraguay to implement longer-term support. 

However, a concrete commitment of the 

Government towards the re-opening of the office 

has not yet been formalized. 

WFP has been active in Paraguay since 2012. 

 

P 

 

Chronic malnutrition in rural areas: 

17% of children under 5 

2015 Human Development Index: 

111 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Contact info: Analía Almada (analia.almada@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Paolo Mattei 

Further information: www.wfp.org 

 

Population: 6.7 million 


