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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. This report is based on 108 affidavits collected from Palestinian children arrested and 

prosecuted in the Israeli military detention system during 2012.
1
 The report summarises 

violations prevalent within this system and presents practical solutions aimed at mitigating 

the ill-treatment and torture of Palestinian children by Israeli authorities. 

2. Palestinian children continue to be systematically ill-treated during their arrest, transfer and 

interrogation. This treatment consists of physical violence and verbal abuse, as well as threats 

and intimidation. The cumulative effect of the ill-treatment each child is subjected to may, in 

some cases, amount to torture. 

3. Ill-treatment begins at the moment of arrest when many children are arrested during night-

time raids on the family home, before being tied, often painfully so, and blindfolded. The 

destabilising effect of these night-time arrests is compounded by the fact that few children or 

parents are informed where the child is being taken. 

4. Once arrested, the journey to an interrogation centre routinely involves further ill-treatment, 

either because of the way the child is restrained and positioned in the vehicle, or because of 

further physical violence or verbal abuse. The transfer process can take many hours and often 

includes intermediate stops at settlements or military bases where further ill-treatment is 

reported, including in some cases, prolonged exposure to the elements, and lack of water or 

access to toilets. 

5. Child detainees continue to be questioned in the absence of their parents as no legal 

requirement exists under Israeli military law entitling a child to have a parent present during 

questioning or interrogation. Generally, child detainees do not meet with a lawyer until after 

the conclusion of interrogations and are not effectively informed of their right to silence. 

6. DCI-Palestine is seriously concerned by the increasing use of solitary confinement on 

Palestinian children during 2012. At least 21 children were held in solitary confinement 

while being subjected to repeated and prolonged interrogations, with the apparent purpose of 

obtaining a confession. During these interrogations, children reported being forced to sit in a 

low metal chair secured to the floor of the room, with their hands and feet cuffed to the chair, 

often for several hours. DCI-Palestine can offer no explanation for the increase. 

7. The affidavits and information collected by DCI-Palestine suggest that amendments to Israeli 

military law that established a juvenile military court, raised the age of majority from 16 to 

18 and improved notification requirements upon arrest have had only a marginal impact on 

the situation facing Palestinian children prosecuted under Israeli military law. These 

                                                 
1 During 2012, DCI-Palestine also collected an additional 31 affidavits from Palestinian children arrested in 

occupied East Jerusalem. Because Palestinian children arrested in occupied East Jerusalem are subject to Israeli 

civilian law and not Israeli military law, these cases are included in a separate report. Israel purported to annex East 

Jerusalem following the 1967 war and applies civilian law to this territory. Under international law, the annexation 

has no legal validity and runs counter to the prohibition against the acquisition of territory by military force – See 

UN Security Council resolutions 298 and 478; and Article 2 of the UN Charter. 
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amendments have done almost nothing to address the widespread and systematic ill-

treatment of Palestinian children during arrest, transfer or interrogation. 

8. Below are common violations raised in the affidavits collected during 2012: 

Table 1: Common complaints and areas of concern between 1 January to 31 December 2012 

Complaints and areas of concern 
West Bank 

Number of cases Percentage 

 Total affidavits collected 108 100.0% 

1 Hand ties 105 97.2% 

2 No lawyer present during interrogation 107 99.1% 

3 Not informed of rights 103 95.4% 

4 Blindfolds 103 95.4% 

5 Not informed of reason for arrest 88 81.5% 

6 Physical violence 80 74.1% 

7 Verbal abuse, humiliation and intimidation 73 67.6% 

8 Strip searched 96 88.9% 

9 Denial of adequate food and water 88 81.5% 

10 Threats or inducement 61 56.5% 

11 Denial of access the toilet 72 66.7% 

12 Night arrest 49 45.4% 

13 Position abuse 45 41.7% 

14 Transfer on vehicle floor 49 45.4% 

15 Shown or signed paper in Hebrew 17 15.7% 

16 Solitary confinement for more than two days 21 19.4% 

17 Detained with adults 8 7.4% 

18 Attempted recruitment  4 3.7% 

19 Threat of sexual assault 2 1.9% 
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INTRODUCTION 

9. Each year approximately 500-700 Palestinian children from the occupied West Bank are 

prosecuted in Israeli military courts after being arrested, interrogated and detained by the 

Israeli army, police and security agents.
2
 Since 2000, around 8,000 Palestinian children 

have been detained and prosecuted in the Israeli military court system. This report focuses 

on information and data collected during 2012 involving torture and other cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment (torture and ill-treatment) within the system, which 

generally occurs during the first 48 hours after an arrest. 

10. Children are frequently arrested from the family home by heavily armed soldiers in the 

middle of the night. They are painfully tied and blindfolded before being placed in the back 

of a military vehicle and transferred to an interrogation and detention centre. It is rare for a 

child, or his/her parents to be told the reason for arrest, or where the child is being taken. 

The arrest and transfer process is frequently accompanied by both physical and verbal 

abuse.  

11. On arrival at the interrogation and detention centre, the child is questioned in the absence of 

a lawyer or family member, and there is generally no provision for the audio-visual 

recording of the interrogation as a means of independent oversight. Few children are 

informed of their right to silence. Children are frequently threatened and physically 

assaulted during interrogation often resulting in the provision of a coerced confession, or 

the signing of documents which the child is not given a chance to read or understand. In 

15.7 percent of cases, children were shown or signed a statement in Hebrew, a language 

they do not understand. 

12. Following interrogation, children are brought before a military court which has jurisdiction 

over children as young as 12 years old.
3
 In the overwhelming majority of cases bail is 

denied and an order for detention until the end of the legal process will be made. Most 

children plead guilty, whether the offence was committed or not, as this is the quickest way 

out of the system. 

13. During 2012, DCI-Palestine dealt with 144 total cases involving child prisoners. Of these 

cases, DCI-Palestine referred a total of 22 cases to other lawyers. Out of the remaining 122 

children that DCI represented in Israeli military courts, 89 children (73 percent) where 

charged and 33 children (27 percent) were not prosecuted in the military court system. Of 

the 89 children who were charged, 87 children (98 percent) were convicted including 17 

children (19 percent) released on bail. Only 2 children (2.2 percent) that faced charges were 

acquitted. 

14. Around 60 percent of Palestinian child prisoners are held at prisons and detention facilities 

inside Israel in violation of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits 

                                                 
2 Exact figures on the number of Palestinian children detained each year by Israeli authorities are not published by 

the Israel Prison Service (IPS). The estimate of 500-700 children is based on figures provided by the IPS of the 

number children in prison facilities at the end of each month, and the best estimate of DCI-Palestine lawyers who 

appear daily in the military courts and conduct regular prison visits. 
3 Military Order 1651, §§ 1 and 191. 
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transfers out of an occupied territory. The practical consequences of this violation is that 

many children receive infrequent, or no family visits, due to the length of time it takes to 

obtain a permit, or because permits are denied for unspecified “security” reasons. Further, 

Palestinian children are not permitted use the telephone while in detention. 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

Military Order 1711 

15. Military Order 1711 came into effect in April 2013, reducing the maximum time a 

Palestinian child can be detained by Israeli authorities prior to appearing before a military 

court judge for the first time. The new order shortened the time from four days to 24 or 48 

hours depending on a child’s age. Children aged 12 to 13 must appear before a military 

court judge within 24 hours after their arrest, while the period is 48 hours for children aged 

14 to 15. Military Order 1711 does not alter the period for children aged 16 to 17 years, 

which remains 96 hours, the same time period applied to adult detainees. In all instances, 

this time period can be extended for additional 24, 48 or 96 hours for interrogation 

purposes. 

Military juvenile court 

16. Military Order 1651 established military juvenile courts in September 2009 to prosecute 

persons aged 12 to 17 years. Under the provision, children should be tried separately from 

adults, and after indictment the court can direct that a social welfare report be prepared on 

the child. However, in practice the juvenile military courts use the same facilities, court 

staff and military orders as the adult military courts.  

17. While the establishment of a juvenile military court and amendments to Israeli military law 

have resulted in minimal changes to legal proceedings involving children, there has been no 

practical impact on the ill-treatment of Palestinian children during the first 48 hours after an 

arrest. 

Raising the age of majority 

18. Military Order 1676 changed the age of majority in the military courts from 16 to 18 years 

for certain specific provisions. In practice, the amendment makes little substantive 

difference in the treatment of 16 and 17 year old children. Importantly, the amendment does 

not apply to sentencing provisions. While the juvenile military court has jurisdiction over 

children aged 16 to 17 years, they remain subject to adult sentencing provisions under 

Israeli military law. 

Notifying parents of arrest 

19. Military Order 1676 includes a provision requiring that the parent’s of a detained child be 

notified of the arrest or detention. Importantly, the notification provision only applies to 

Israeli police and not the Israeli army, which conducts arrests in the West Bank. After an 

arrest, a child is in the custody of the Israeli army for several hours and sometimes days 

before they are transferred to police custody. Once in police custody, police officers must 
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inform a child’s parent that they have been detained as soon as possible after the child 

arrives at the police station. However, during an investigation and if not formally arrested, 

notification can be delayed for up to eight hours. 

Notifying a lawyer of arrest 

20. Military Order 1676 includes a provision whereby child detainees are to be informed that 

they have the right to consult with an attorney in private. Prior to commencing the 

investigation, the police must also contact the lawyer named by the child, provided that this 

does not delay the investigation.
4
 Since the introduction of this provision in September 

2011, DCI-Palestine has not documented a single case in which a child has consulted 

privately with an attorney either before or during an interrogation. 

NUMBER OF PALESTINIAN CHILDREN IN DETENTION 

21. The average number of Palestinian children in Israeli military detention at the end of each 

month during 2012 was 198. The data below is compiled by DCI-Palestine from 

information obtained from the Israeli Prison Service (IPS) and from Israeli army temporary 

detention facilities. The figures are not cumulative, but a snapshot of the number of children 

in detention at the end of each month. 

Table 2: Total number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention at the end of each month 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 389 423 420 391 346 355 342 339 326 325 306 305 355 

2010 318 343 342 335 305 291 284 286 269 256 228 213 289 

2011 222 221 226 220 211 209 202 180 164 150 161 135 192 

2012 170 187 206 220 234 221 211 195 189 164 178 195 198 

22. During 2012, an average of 29 children between 12 and 15 years old were in Israeli military 

detention at the end of each month. 

Table 3: Number of young (12-15) Palestinians in Israeli detention at the end of each month 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 50 54 53 47 39 47 42 39 40 44 41 42 44 

2010 44 41 39 32 25 23 18 20 32 34 32 30 31 

2011 34 45 45 37 38 38 40 34 35 30 33 19 36 

2012 26 24 31 33 39 35 34 30 28 21 21 23 29 

23. During 2012, no administrative detention orders were issued for anyone under 18 years old. 

However, DCI-Palestine continues to recommend that no child should be the subject of 

administrative detention and Israeli military law should be amended to reflect this position. 

                                                 
4 Military Order 1651, § 136(a) (as amended by Military Order 1676). 
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SPECIFIC ISSUES OF CONCERN 

24. The following sections are based on an analysis of the 108 affidavits collected by DCI-

Palestine from children in the Israeli military detention system. The affidavits detail what 

children experience during the arrest, transfer and interrogation phases, as well as 

prosecution in a military court and imprisonment. This section is not an exhaustive list, but 

the issues repeatedly raised by children in their affidavits. 

25. In assessing the gravity of the ill-treatment reported by the children in their testimonies, it is 

important to consider the totality of the evidence from the moment of arrest to their 

appearance in a military court, as well considering their age, physical and psychological 

development and relative position of inferiority. 

26. It should be noted that in all 108 cases, children experienced multiple forms of ill-treatment, 

not just a single, isolated incident. This is important in assessing the gravity of ill-treatment, 

as the cumulative effect must be taken into consideration, rather than viewing each 

individual act in isolation. When the totality of the evidence is considered, a pattern of 

systematic ill-treatment emerges, much of which amounts to cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment, for the purposes of the UN Convention against Torture, and in 

some cases, torture–both of which are absolutely prohibited.
5
 

Arrested between midnight and 5 am 

27. In 49 out of 108 cases (45.4 percent), children report being arrested from their homes 

between midnight and 5 am. Many children report waking up to the sound of heavily-armed 

Israeli soldiers banging on their front door and shouting instructions to the family to leave 

the house. The practice of arresting children during night raids can lead to a lasting sense of 

insecurity. 

28. There are no specific guarantees or safeguards under international law that specifically 

regulate the times at which a child can be arrested. However, Israeli civilian law restricts 

the times at which children can be interrogated which in practice influences the times at 

which Israeli children are arrested.
6
 No such provision is included in Israeli military law, 

which applies to Palestinian children in the West Bank. 

29. A practical alternative to arresting children at night is to issue a summons to appear at a 

police station during daylight hours. This procedure has been successfully employed by 

Israeli authorities in a limited number of cases, and would give effect to the guiding legal 

principle that the best interests of the child should be a primary consideration.
7
 

                                                 
5 The State of Israel ratified the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment 

or Punishment in 1991, and is legally bound by its terms. 
6 Israel Youth Law, § 9(J). 
7 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Art. 3 
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Hand ties and blindfolds 

30. In 105 out of 108 cases (97.2 percent), children had their hands bound, and in 103 out of 

108 cases (95.4 percent), the children were also blindfolded. These figures remain little 

changed from affidavits and evidence gathered by DCI-Palestine during 2011. The most 

common method of restraining a child is by tying his hands behind his back with a single 

plastic tie. Many children experience pain in their hands and wrists as a result of these ties, 

which can remain on for several hours during arrest, transfer and interrogation. In some 

cases blood circulation is affected because ties are very tight, causing their hands to swell 

and turn blue. 

31. In April 2010, new procedures for tying detainees were introduced by the Israeli army. The 

new procedures stated that hands should be tied from the front, unless security 

considerations require tying from behind; three plastic ties should be used, one around each 

wrist, and one connecting the two; there should be the space of a finger between the ties and 

the wrist; and the restraints should avoid causing suffering as much as possible. 

32. In the overwhelming majority of cases documented by DCI-Palestine, the April 2010 

procedures are not implemented in any regard as children’s hands continue to be tied with a 

single tie behind their back. 

Transferred on floor of vehicle 

33. In 49 out of 108 cases (45.4 percent), children reported being placed on the metal floor of a 

military vehicle for the duration of the journey from their home to an interrogation centre, 

which can take several hours. Often, Israeli soldiers will be sitting on benches on either side 

of the child and subjecting him to physical violence and verbal abuse. 

Physical violence and verbal abuse 

34. In 80 out of 108 cases (74.1 percent), children reported being subjected to some form of 

physical violence during their arrest, transfer or interrogation. In most cases, physical 

violence against child detainees such as slapping, punching and kicking occurs while the 

child is bound and blindfolded. 

35. In some cases, Israel soldiers use excessive force against Palestinian children when 

conducting arrests near checkpoints, settlements and roads used by soldiers or settlers. 

Arrests outside the context of a night raid tend to involve more severe physical violence 

such as being hit with the stock of a rifle or with a soldier’s helmet. 

36. During interrogation, children are led into a room still tied and blindfolded and forced to sit 

in a chair. In some cases, children remained tied for the duration of the interrogation, which 

can last for several hours. Children held in solitary confinement for interrogation purposes 

are usually tied to a low metal chair in the centre of the room. Physical violence against 

children during interrogation reportedly includes pushing, slapping and kicking. 
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37. In 73 out of 108 cases (67.6 percent), children reported some form of verbal abuse, 

intimidation or humiliating treatment during their arrest, transfer or subsequent 

interrogation. 

Threats 

38. In 61 out of 108 cases (56.5 percent), children reported being threatened by their 

interrogator. Interrogations involve a combination of physical violence, threats and verbal 

abuse. The prohibition against torture and ill-treatment also covers acts that cause mental 

suffering, such as intimidation and threats. As with physical forms of torture and ill-

treatment, the victim’s age and position of inferiority must be taken into account when 

assessing psychological forms of ill-treatment. Repeated threats and constant shouting are 

common during an interrogation. 

39. The types of threats reported include threats of physical violence, long-term imprisonment, 

sexual assault, solitary confinement, death threats and unspecified threats, all of which are 

apparently aimed at obtaining a confession. 

Solitary confinement 

40. In 21 out of 108 cases (19.4 percent), solitary confinement was used on children in Israeli 

military detention. In the overwhelming majority of cases, children are held in solitary 

confinement while being subjected to repeated and prolonged interrogations, with the 

apparent purpose of obtaining a confession. During these interrogations, children report 

being forced to sit in a low metal chair secured to the floor of the room, with their hands 

and feet cuffed to the chair, often for several hours. 

41. Children held in solitary confinement at Al Jalame interrogation and detention centre report 

being detained in a tiny cell with a toilet and a concrete bed, or a thin, dirty mattress. Meals, 

sometimes inedible, are passed to children through a flap in the door, and there are no 

windows. The only source of light comes from a dim yellow bulb that is reported to be kept 

on 24 hours a day. 

42. The detrimental psychological and physical effects of detaining persons in solitary 

confinement are well documented and include panic attacks, fear of impending death, 

depression, social withdrawal, hopelessness, unprovoked anger, short attention span, 

disorientation, paranoia, psychotic episodes, self-mutilation, and attempted suicide. 

43. For these reasons, UN Special Rapporteur on Torture Juan Méndez called for a complete 

ban on the use of solitary confinement for children in a report submitted to the UN General 

Assembly in 2011. He concluded that the use of solitary confinement “can amount to 

torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, during pre-trial detention, 

indefinitely or for a prolonged period, for persons with mental disabilities or juveniles.” 

44. DCI-Palestine maintains that the practice of using solitary confinement on children in 

Israeli detention facilities must be stopped immediately, and the prohibition must be 

enshrined in law. 
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Strip searches 

45. In 96 out of 108 cases (88.9 percent), children reported being strip-searched at least once 

shortly after their arrest and detention in the Israeli military court system. The majority of 

children describe feelings of embarrassment, shame and humiliation as a result. 

Confessions and documentation written in Hebrew 

46. In 17 out of 108 cases (15.7 percent), children reported being shown, or forced to sign, 

documentation written in Hebrew, a language the overwhelming majority of Palestinian 

children do not understand. These documents are then included in court files, which are in 

the possession of both the military prosecutors and judges, neither of who express criticism 

or surprise regarding this practice.
8
 

Detention inside Israel in violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention 

47. Around 60 percent of Palestinian children in the Israeli military detention system are held in 

facilities located inside Israel in violation of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, 

which prohibits the transfer of prisoners out of occupied territory.
9
 The practical 

consequences of this violation is that many children receive either limited or no family 

visits due to freedom of movement restrictions and time necessary to obtain a permit to visit 

a prison. 

Failure to exclude evidence obtained by coercion or force 

48. According to DCI-Palestine lawyers that represent children in Israeli military courts, 

evidence is rarely excluded that is obtained through force or coercion. 

49. DCI-Palestine maintains that Israeli military courts must exclude all evidence obtained by 

force or coercion during an interrogation, as well as when a child is not appropriately 

informed of his right to silence. 

Presence of a lawyer or family member during interrogation 

50. In 107 of 108 cases (99.1 percent), children were interrogated without the presence of a 

lawyer or family member. Aside from the right to access legal counsel and have a parent 

present during interrogation under international human rights law,
10

 the presence of a third-

party can be an effective measure to limit the use of torture, ill-treatment and other coercive 

techniques during questioning. 

                                                 
8 Pursuant to Article 147 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, wilfully depriving a protected person of the rights of a 

fair and regular trial is a grave breach of the Convention and attracts personal criminal responsibility. Further, under 

Article 146, all parties to the Convention have a positive legal obligation to search out and prosecute those 

responsible for grave breaches. 
9 Fourth Geneva Convention, Art. 76 states “Protected persons accused of offences shall be detained in the occupied 

country, and if convicted they shall serve their sentences therein.” 
10 Convention on the Rights of the Child, Art. 40(2)(b)(ii) and (iv). 
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51. Israeli children, including those residing in settlements in the occupied West Bank and East 

Jerusalem, generally have the right to have a parent present during interrogation.
11

 

Although no such right is granted to Palestinian children under Israeli military law, the 

President of the Military Court of Appeals has previously stated that the “spirit” of the 

Youth Law also applies to Palestinian children living in occupied territory.
12

 

IMPUNITY FOR VIOLATIONS 

52. Many Palestinian families refuse to file complaints alleging mistreatment against Israeli 

authorities for fear of retaliation, or simply because they do not believe the system is fair or 

impartial. In 2012, DCI-Palestine filed eight complaints with Israeli authorities concerning 

the ill-treatment and torture of children while in Israeli military detention. The results of 

these complaints are presented below: 

Table 4: Complaints submitted by DCI-Palestine on behalf of child detainees 

# Name Age Details 
Date of 

complaint 
Status 

1 Rasheed J. 16 

On 4 November 2011, Rasheed was arrested by Israeli 
soldiers and transferred to the Al Jalame facility, inside 
Israel. He reports being held in solitary confinement in a 
windowless cell for 13 days and being repeatedly 
interrogated whilst tied to a chair. 

14 Feb 
2012 

Opened 

2 Mahmoud S. 17 

On 10 March 2012, Mahmoud was arrested by Israeli 
soldiers when he was walking beside a road near the village 
of Azzun, where he lives. He reports being ill-treated during 
the process of arrest, transfer and interrogation. 

9 May 
2012 

Opened 

3 Mohammad H. 14 

On 15 March 2012, Mohammad H. was arrested from his 
family home in East Jerusalem at 4:00 am. He reports being 
ill-treated during the process of arrest, transfer and 
interrogation by the Israeli authorities. 

16 May 
2012 

Opened 

4 Sadem D. 16 

On 16 March 2012, Sadem D. was arrested while he was 
grazing sheep with two other boys near the village of Fasayil, 
in the Jordan Valley. He reports being beaten and remaining 
tied for 19 hours. 

17 May 
2012 

Opened 

5 'Ala H. 15 

On 10 May 2012, 'Ala and two of his friends were arrested 
by Israeli soldiers as they walked to see a friend in a 
neighbouring village. They were accused of throwing stones 
at settler cars and report being repeatedly beaten by the 
soldiers. 

26 May 
2012 

Unknown 

6 Mohammad J. 16 

On 10 May 2012, Mohammad and two of his friends were 
arrested by Israeli soldiers as they walked to see a friend in 
a neighbouring village. They were accused of throwing 
stones at settler cars and report being repeatedly beaten by 
the soldiers. 

26 May 
2012 

Opened 

7 Mohammad E. 16 
On 6 June 2012, Mohammad E. was arrested by Israeli 
soldiers at 4:00 am, and held in solitary confinement for 12 
days in Al Jalame interrogation centre. 

16 Jul 
2012 

Opened 

8 Hammam N. 16 
On 18 June 2012, Hammam was arrested by Israeli soldiers 
at night. He reports being ill-treated during the process of 
arrest, transfer and interrogation. 

10 Aug 
2012 

Unknown 

  

                                                 
11 Youth Law, § 9(H) (1971). 
12 Mil. Ct. App. (Judea and Samaria) 2912/09, Military Prosecutor v N.A. 

http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-rasheed-j-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mahmoud-s-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mohammad-h-detention-1
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-sadem-d-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-ala-h-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mohammad-j-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mohammad-e-solitary-confinement
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-hammam-n-detention
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 

53. The affidavits collected by DCI-Palestine during 2012 indicate that the ill-treatment of 

Palestinian children held in Israeli military detention is widespread and systematic. The 

cumulative effect of the ill-treatment experienced by all of the children must also be 

considered when assessing its gravity. In some cases this cumulative effect, coupled with 

the child’s age, may result in the treatment being properly categorised as torture. It is 

important to note however, that both ill-treatment and torture are absolutely prohibited and 

criminalised under international law. 

54. Most children held in the Israeli military detention system are arrested from villages located 

close to friction points, namely settlements built in violation of international law, and roads 

used by the Israeli army or settlers. 

55. Recent amendments to the military orders relating to children have had little impact 

whatsoever on their treatment during the critical first 48 hours after an arrest, where most of 

the ill-treatment occurs at the hands of soldiers, policemen and interrogators. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

56. No child should be prosecuted in military courts which lack comprehensive fair trial and 

juvenile justice standards. DCI-Palestine recommends that as a minimum safeguard in the 

light of consistent reports of torture and ill-treatment, the following:   

1. Except in extreme and unusual circumstances, all arrests of children should occur 

during daylight hours; 

2. In all cases the use of single plastic hand ties and blindfolds should be prohibited and 

the prohibition must be effectively enforced; 

3. All children must have access to a lawyer of their choice prior to interrogation, and 

through the interrogation process; 

4. All children must be entitled to have a parent present at all times during their 

interrogation; 

5. In every case the interrogation of children should be audio-visually recorded; 

6. In all cases evidence obtained as a result of torture or ill-treatment must be excluded by 

the military courts; 

7. In all cases where incriminating evidence is obtained during interrogation when the 

child was not appropriately informed of his/her right to silence, this evidence must be 

excluded by the military courts; 

8. The practice of using solitary confinement and administrative detention orders on 

children in Israeli military detention must be stopped immediately, and the prohibition 

must be enshrined in law; 
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9. Effective accountability measures must be introduced to ensure all credible reports of 

torture and ill-treatment are properly investigated in accordance with international 

standards and that perpetrators are brought to justice. 

 

 

Defence for Children International Palestine 

25 June 2013 


