
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Flash floods triggered by 

heavy monsoon rains have 

claimed lives and damaged 

houses and crops across the 

country. Government 

authorities have provided 

assistance in flood-affected 

areas, supported by 

humanitarian partners. 

 Returnees to FATA face 

several challenges and 

require significant 

humanitarian support to 

rebuild their lives and restore 

their communities. 

 

FIGURES 

Affected by floods 
in 2013  (NDMA)  

84,000  

Returnees since 
June 2013 (FDMA) 

67,000  

Estimated IDPs in 
KP and FATA 
(UNHCR)  

1.03 
million 

Estimated 
returnees to FATA 
since 2009 (FDMA)  

1.3 
million 

Registered  
Afghan refugees 
(UNHCR)  

1.64 
million 

 

2013 FUNDING 

Complex Emergency 
in KP and FATA 

129m (US$) 
Required from August to 
December 2013 under the 
Humanitarian Operational 
Plan (HOP). 

191m*(US$) 
Contributed up to August 
2013 for projects in the HOP. 

*Includes a Government of Pakistan 
$25 million in-kind donation of 
150,000 metric tons of wheat. 

Monsoon rains cause deaths and destruction 
Government authorities provide assistance, supported by humanitarian partners 

Heavy monsoon rains experienced in August have triggered flash floods and caused 
widespread losses and damage across the country. The National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) reports the monsoon rains have so far claimed 93 lives, affected more 
than 84,000 people, 145,000 acres of crops and damaged or destroyed more than 4,000 
houses.  

District authorities in Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Punjab and Sindh 
provinces, supported by Provincial Disaster Management Authorities (PDMAs) and the 
NDMA, have distributed 26,000 tents, 30,000 food packs, 500 blankets, 19,000 
mosquito nets, 17 dewatering pumps and other non-food items to affected people. Both 
the army and navy have supported search and rescue and de-watering efforts in flooded 
areas. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has given the Balochistan PDMA 60,000 water 
purification tablets, emergency health and diarrhoeal disease kits to support their 
response efforts for 5,000 people. WHO has also supported the government response in 
Sindh.  

The humanitarian community is working closely with the Government of Pakistan and 
continuing to monitor the situation closely. Some contributions are expected to the 
Emergency Response Fund, which will allow responses in health, shelter, water, 
sanitation and hygiene upon receipt. Humanitarian partners will continue to use all 
available resources to support the Government's assistance and advocate for more 
resources to address outstanding humanitarian needs in flood-affected areas. 
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Disclaimer:
The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the art of the Secretariat of
the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or
area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries.

Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir
agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has
not yet been agreed upon by the parties.
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Preparedness plans are in place, but without funds 

The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) has preparedness plans in place developed 
collaboratively with Government authorities at national and provincial levels. The HCT 
has also identified the required relief supplies and where they are needed. Worryingly, 
emergency stocks are below acceptable levels due to funding shortfalls. 

According to the NDMA’s projections of the most likely scenario, 4.8 million people could 
be affected by flooding this year, with adverse impacts in Balochistan, Punjab and 
Sindh, requiring US$129 million to respond.  In the worst-case scenario, the NDMA 
estimates 21 million people could be affected, requiring $444 million. 

Meteorological forecasts indicate relatively heavy rains are expected in Balochistan, 
Punjab and Sindh in mid-August, which may cause flooding in these areas, worsening 
the humanitarian situation.  

While donors continue to support humanitarian responses in Pakistan, the level of 
support has decreased since the unprecedented flooding in 2010, with 70 per cent of 
total needs met, to 44 per cent in 2011, and 33 per cent in 2012. Each year, this lack of 
resources left many basic needs unaddressed, and many communities without sufficient 
coping capacity to face another flood.  

UN Secretary-General visits Pakistan 
Secretary-General Ban extends sympathies to flood-affected people 

The United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon made a two-day official visit to 
Pakistan on 13 and 14 August. He met with several senior officials, including the 
President and the Prime Minister.  

The Secretary-General extended sympathies to the people affected by this year’s floods 
and affirmed the UN’s and its humanitarian partners’ readiness to support the 
Government’s relief response and resilience building efforts.  

He emphasized the humanitarian community’s continued work with the Government of 
Pakistan “to ensure that the people of Pakistan are better prepared and that we 
reduce the risks associated with floods and other natural disasters.”  

Returnees to FATA face significant challenges  
Displaced families want to return home, but concerns remain over various issues 

Displaced families returning or planning to return to their homes in the Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) face many challenges and require food, assistance to 
reconstruct destroyed or damaged houses, improved access to education, health care 
and water, sanitation and hygiene infrastructure and services, livelihood and economic 
support. 

An inter-agency assessment conducted in the Tirah Valley in Khyber Agency in late July 
found the area had no health, education, water, sanitation and hygiene services, which 
could affect the scale and pace of returns.  

The assessment report indicates more than 80 per cent of houses in the area were 
razed following hostilities carried out by non-state armed actors that displaced about 
80,000 people in March and April this year.  

Nevertheless, consultations with internally displaced people (IDPs) from Khyber, Kurram 
and South Waziristan agencies, conducted through assessments in June and July in 
areas of displacement and return reveal that return to areas of origin is the preferred 
durable solution for IDPs subject to more information on the situation in their areas of 
origin. If they return, they will require significant humanitarian support. 

In Bajaur, Kurram, Mohmand and South Waziristan agencies in FATA, more than 
67,000 displaced people returned to safe areas between June and mid-July 2013.  

Provincial authorities and humanitarian partners provided food, tents, non-food items, 
transport support, camp services, protective services for children and women, and 
vaccinated children.   

 

Preparedness efforts are 

being hindered by a lack 

of funding. Lack of 

resources has left many 

needs unaddressed 

during three years of 

consecutive flooding, 

and many communities 

ill-equipped to face new 

floods or challenges. 

Returnees often have no 

assets and return to 

areas without any 

services at all. They 

frequently require food, 

assistance to reconstruct 

destroyed or damaged 

houses; as well as 

access to education, 

health care and 

protection services; and 

water, sanitation, 

hygiene infrastructure, 

and livelihoods and 

economic support. 



Pakistan Humanitarian Bulletin |3 
 
 

 

www.pakresponse.info | www.unocha.org/pakistan 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

Meanwhile, the Government has announced plans to return some 270,000 IDPs to other 
areas of origin in FATA by the end of 2013. Humanitarian partners are monitoring the 
proposed returns to ensure they are voluntary, safe, dignified and in accordance with 
humanitarian principles. 

CERF provides $10 million for IDPs response 
$129 million still needed in KP and FATA between August and December 2013 

Through its underfunded emergencies window, the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) allocated $10 million to support the humanitarian response to the complex 
emergency in north-western Pakistan in July 2013.   

Altogether, the CERF has provided $13.9 million for the complex emergency in KP and 
FATA in 2013. Below is the breakdown of the latest allocation of $10 million by cluster: 

 

Humanitarian partners in Pakistan have so far received $191 million since January 2013 
for essential humanitarian operations in KP and FATA. An estimated $129 million is still 
needed to continue basic services for IDPs and returnees between now and December, 
as described in the 2013 Humanitarian Operations Plan for KP and FATA.  

Malnutrition rates exceed emergency thresholds 
Greater investment in surveillance, detection and timely treatment of acute 
malnutrition required 

Currently, more than 1.5 million children in Pakistan suffer from acute malnutrition, and 
an estimated 122,500 children under the age of five die in Pakistan every year due to 
malnutrition-related causes.  

Acute and chronic malnutrition in Pakistan stand at 15 per cent and 44 per cent 
respectively, which exceed internationally recognized emergency thresholds.  

Humanitarian organizations are working to combat malnutrition, including by addressing 
cultural issues such as biases that may lead to unequal caregiving for girls and boys, 
which results in an increased risk of malnutrition-related deaths in girls.  

The National Nutrition Survey conducted in 2011 found that infant and young child 
feeding practices are poor, while knowledge about adequate feeding practices is limited. 

Humanitarian assistance that results in increased knowledge of quality infant and young 
child feeding practices in mothers, caregivers and the community will contribute to 
protecting the nutritional status and lives of young children. 

Overall, greater investment in effective surveillance, detection and timely treatment of 
acute malnutrition, and long-term social policies and development solutions can combat 
this situation and prevent the unnecessary deaths of children.  
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CERF is funded by 

voluntary contributions 

from UN Member States, 

NGOs, local 

governments, the private 

sector and individual 

donors. Pakistan is one 

of the top five recipients 

of CERF funding. 

Micronutrient 

deficiencies, such as 

Vitamin A deficiency and 

iron deficiency, are 

prevalent throughout the 

country. These 

deficiencies impair a 

child’s physical and 

mental development and 

contribute to an 

increased risk of 

morbidity and mortality. 
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For further information, please contact: ochapakistan@un.org 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.pakresponse.info | www.unocha.org/pakistan |www.reliefweb.int 

Join us on World Humanitarian Day 2013 
Share or sponsor a word to make a difference in lives of people in need 

August 19 marks 10 years since the bombing of the UN Headquarters in Baghdad that 
killed 22 people, including Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General 
Sergio Viera de Mello.  

World Humanitarian Day commemorates the 
aid workers who have lost their lives in the line 
of duty and celebrates the passion and 
commitment of humanitarian work. 

Last year, together with campaign ambassador 
Beyoncé, the UN and its humanitarian partners 
reached over 1 billion people worldwide with 
the message of people helping people.  

This year, World Humanitarian Day, Member 
States of the United Nations, companies, 
organizations, celebrities and individuals are 
invited to share or sponsor a word that is meaningful to them, their particular advocacy 
initiatives or their brands.  

By sharing these words through social media or text messages, the public will unlock 
funds committed by sponsors and sponsors will receive visibility on the campaign 
website, www.worldhumanitarianday.org.  

Funds will be disbursed to country-based pooled funds to support the work of United 
Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations. 

Join millions around the world on 19 August in using the power of words to make a 
difference by sponsoring and/or sharing a word you think the world needs more of.  

For more information, visit: www.worldhumanitarianday.org 

Every year, it costs 

US$10 billion to save the 

lives of people trapped in 

humanitarian crises. 

Every year, humanitarian 

work is underfunded. 

World Humanitarian Day 

is a global celebration of 

people helping people. It 

is intended to raise 

public awareness of 

humanitarian assistance 

worldwide and the 

people who risk their 

lives in order to provide 

it. 


