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A PLAN FOR RECOVERY 

 

Building the resilience of everyday people and considering the needs of our most 

vulnerable are priorities for the government, as it plans for recovery from April’s 

flash flooding disaster. 

 

With initial emergency and life-saving activities from April’s flash flooding 

disaster now complete, the government is now confident it can start planning for 

medium-to-long term recovery and reconstruction.   

 

The Ministry of Development, Planning and Aid Coordination (MDPAC) is 

coordinating the recovery effort, following the response phase coordinated by 

the National Disaster Management Office (NDMO).   

 

People and communities affected by the tragedy – including those left homeless 

and those with severely damaged property – are continuing to be involved in 

developing a plan for recovery. 

 

An all-inclusive Recovery and Reconstruction Action Plan aims to link together 

the recovery objectives of each government sector. 

 

 “We are looking to get some hard evidence on how people felt during and after 

the disaster,” said MDPAC Permanent Secretary Jeremiah Manele. 

 

World Vision International, Oxfam, Solomon Islands Red Cross and Live and 

Learn have been helping assess those affected by the floods. 

 

“Individual thoughts, hearing what people think, right now can only help our 

recovery plan for the future,” Mr Manele said. 

 

He said the government was looking at the flood-related issues people were 

facing, and would be trying to address these issues as best it could with its 

limited resources. 

 

“We’re going out and capturing the needs, the damages, then we’re laying it out 

to the wider government and the donors and saying ‘these are our priorities’,” 

Mr Manele said. 

 



Ongoing education –particularly among children – about disaster prevention, 

preparedness and response strategies aim to help people develop the skills 

needed to make themselves more ready and resilient. 

 

“Recovery will be built into overall development planning”, Mr Manele said. 

 

“In our planning, we can help make sure we are prepared to adequately respond 

to future disasters by accommodating the activities needed, including those that 

fall outside of the current plan’s timeframe.” 

 

A Recovery Coordination Committee (RCC) is developing the plan, and aims to 

have a first draft released by early August this year. The RCC is being lead by 

MDPAC, and includes recovery representatives from all relevant ministries.  

 

The RCC was established earlier this year, just before the April 2014 floods, as 

part of the National Disaster Recovery Management Plan. It has been activated 

with support from the UNDP’s Pacific Risk Resilience Programme 

 

The plan will support a multi-sector coordinated recovery and reconstruction 

process following April’s flash flood disaster. Historically, this is not how 

Solomon Islands has operated. 

 

Just three months on, the Solomon Islands is showing signs of recovery. 

 

The Chinatown one-way bridge was rebuilt in June, thanks to a donation from 

the New Zealand government, and is now operating again. 

 

Flood-affected families involved in subsistence farming are also benefitting from 

initial government support. 

 

“When the flash floods first hit in April, one of the very first actions we took to 

help affected communities recover was distribute fast-growing vegetable seeds ” 

National Disaster Council Chairman Dr Melchior Mataki said. 

 

“These seeds are starting to bear fruits and vegetables, which we are now seeing 

in our markets.” 
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