
  

 

 

Philippines: Coping with El Niño - A corn farmer’s story in Sarangani, Mindanao
After one year of prevailing         

El Niño conditions in the 
Philippines, drought is taking its 
toll on agriculture and has 

affected tens of thousands of 
farmers especially in Mindanao. 

About 40% of the country, or a total of 
32 provinces, is likely to experience drought until 
the end of April 2016, according to the authorities.

Despite the assistance provided by the 
government and aid organisations so far, some 
farmers are resorting to various coping strategies 
to sustain their living. With the uncertainty of when 
the weather and climate will improve, and a strong 
La Niña episode associated with flooding and 
landslides predicted to follow, farmers will 
continue to seek their own alternative solutions to 
feeding their family.
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Total production loss for Sarangani
province has been estimated
around PhP 281M (USD 5.98M)
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Jennie’s eldest son, who had to drop 
out of school, now drives a 

motorcycle (“habal-habal”) providing 
local public transport

In March and April 2016, school 
recognition and graduation ceremonies 
in the vicinity were also opportunities 
for them to do some photography to 
supplement their income

The family is consuming 
bananas as an alternative 
to their staple food of rice
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In Mindanao, 23 out of the 28 provinces 
are currently experiencing drought. 

Sarangani province, where 5  of its 7 
municipalities are greatly affected,   
declared a state of calamity on 
March 2016 due to El Niño 
drought.  
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She also fears a scarcity of potable water 
as they depend only on hand-pump
tube well. Spending on water will add to their
burden if it dries out.

Her eldest son was forced to quit school
to help the family seek out other
means to meet day-to-day expenses

Jennie, a corn farmer from Alabel and mother of three
children, still took the risk of planting corn on a 1.8 hectares

of rented farm land.


