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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT  

 2013 cereal production estimated at high levels 

 Cereal imports to remain firm in 2013  

 Prices of potatoes continue to increase 

 Heavy snow and frost cause damage to infrastructure 
and crops in the Highlands region 

 
2013 cereal production estimated at high levels 
Harvesting of the 2013 main season rice and maize crops was 
completed in August. Official estimates for the rice crop have been 
revised upward to 3 million tonnes (2 million tonnes in milled basis) 
reflecting an upward revision of the area planted. Increased production 
levels were mainly recorded in the regions of La Libertad, Amazonas 
and Piura, following favourable weather conditions and sufficient water 
supplies. 
 
The 2013 aggregate maize output, mainly hard yellow maize for feed, is 
estimated at 1.7 million tonnes, slightly above last year’s high level, as 
a result of higher plantings in response to sustained demand from the 
feed industry. 
 

Cereal imports in 2013 to remain firm  
Cereal imports in marketing year 2013 (January/December) are 
expected to remain close to the 2012 levels, with maize imports up by 3 
percent to 1.9 million tonnes, in spite of this year’s good production, 
due to the high demand from the feed industry. Wheat imports are 
anticipated to remain fairly stable at 1.7 million tonnes, while those of 
rice are forecast to decline from the relatively high levels of last year 
reflecting adequate domestic availability. 
 

Prices of potatoes continue to increase 
Average wholesale prices of potatoes further increased in September 
by 9 percent compared to the previous month and were 47 percent 
above their levels of September 2012. The significant rise in the past 
months follows damage to the crop due to the cold wave in August and 
September, which affected most of the departments of the Highlands 
region, including the main producing areas of potatoes. By contrast, 
yellow maize and wheat flour prices remained relatively unchanged in 
September. 
 

Heavy snowfall and frost cause damage to 
infrastructure and crops in the Highlands region 
Strong winds, heavy snowfall and frosts from the end of August to mid-
September in10 departments of the southern and central Highlands, in 
particular Puno, caused severe damage to infrastructure and resulted in 
crop and animal losses at local levels. According to official reports the 
weather phenomenon, with temperatures dropping to 18 degrees below 
zero, is the most severe in a decade with up to 83 000 people affected. 
It is also estimated that 20 000 livestock have been lost and that 
another 470 000 suffer shortages of feed. On August 21, the 
Government declared the state of emergency in 250 localities and is 
distributing humanitarian assistance to the affected population. 
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