
EU humanitarian aid in Colombia 
 
Conflict and disasters 

Over the last 5 decades, Colombians have been sorely affected by the armed conflict, through forced 
recruitment and intimidation, kidnapping and disappearance, and blockades of whole towns by both 
military and guerrillas. The result? Large-scale internal displacement and refugee flows to neighbouring 
countries. 
 
These problems have been exacerbated by Colombia's exposure to recurring natural disasters, including 
floods, volcanic eruptions, drought, landslides, tsunamis, forest fires and earthquakes. 
 
KEY FIGURES 

1. Total population – 45.5m 
2. Refugees or similar – 390, 000 
3. Internally displaced (1997-2011) – 3.6m 
4. Internally displaced (1985-2010) – 5.1m  
5. Natural disaster victims since 1970 – 30m  
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European support for Colombia 

€160m of humanitarian assistance since 1994 
 
The EU has been helping Colombia since 1994, when ECHO started operating: 
 

• armed conflict – €145.8m to help victims, especially civilians who were displaced or blockaded 
in their towns, as well as tens of thousands of Colombian refugees in neighbouring countries.  

 
• natural disasters – €10.5m for victims (for example, the Eje Cafetero earthquake in 1999 and 

the 2010 cold spell) and €4.5m for projects to prepare communities and strengthen institutions 
to withstand natural disasters. 

 
The beneficiaries of EU aid are recently displaced people, rural victims of the conflict and refugees, 
especially women, children, black Colombians and Amerindians.  
 
Intervention has focussed on protection, food aid and security, health, water and sanitation and disaster 
preparation. Colombia's humanitarian problems are a "hidden crisis", which is why ECHO continues to 
provide assistance every year, prioritising the areas with the most victims and where EU aid can be most 
effective, complementing the work done by Colombian institutions themselves. 
 



The programmes financed by EU aid are run on the ground by UN agencies, the International Red Cross 
and other NGOs. 
 
ECHO financing in Colombia, 1994-2010 (by year and sector)  

 
 

New aid in 2010 

• €11.4m for humanitarian projects in Colombia and neighbouring countries 

• €10.3m for assistance and protection programmes for conflict victims  
 

  
 
 

• €2.6m for victims of the cold spell 

Providing food aid, drinking water, temporary shelter, essential items and medical attention for 
some 80,000 of the almost 2 million people affected in 28 of Colombia's 32 administrative 
regions (departamentos).  

Sectores priorizados 
Agua y saneamiento, 13,39% 
Asistencia Alimentaria: 41,57% 
Salud: 9,94% 
Protección, 27,29% 
Otros: 7,81% 
 



 
Disaster preparation 

A Commission priority, alongside emergency assistance, through its dedicated DIPECHO programme, 
which finances projects to help at-risk communities and local authorities, boosting their capacity to 
withstand disasters and react effectively in the aftermath.  

In 2009-10, this programme provided Colombia with €1.2m, financing 3 local and 4 regional projects 
addressing volcanic eruptions, floods and tsunamis, as well as emergency training and equipping  
hospitals to operate in the event of a disaster. 
 

The EU – a key donor 

EU aid is granted impartially through ECHO, regardless of nationality, religion, gender, ethnic origin or 
political affiliation.  
 
It helps victims both prepare for and react to natural disasters – with material items (food, medicine 
and medical equipment, clothing, shelter, clean water) and services (medical attention, sanitation 
experts, logistical support, emergency repairs, etc.).  
 



The aid also finances disaster preparedness projects for authorities and vulnerable communities. 
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