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Facts & figures 

EC humanitarian aid  
1994 - 2011: 
 

 In response to natural 
disasters: €47 million 

 In response to conflict:  
€85 million 

 Latest: €390,000 in 
response to flash floods  

 

Total: €132.39 million 

 
 
Burma/Myanmar has been experiencing low-level internal conflict in several border regions for more than 
four decades, with several ethnic armed groups fighting the army. In addition, the country is exposed to 
natural disasters and was hit by the devastating cyclone Nargis in 2008, killing some 140,000 people and 
destroying thousands of homes in the Irrawaddy delta. It remains among the poorest nations in Asia. 
However, it receives much less international assistance than other developing countries in the region. The 
European Commission, through its Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO), has been 
funding relief programs in Burma/Myanmar since 1994. ECHO has an office in Yangon since 2005, to facilitate 
the delivery of European humanitarian aid.

RESPONDING TO PROTRACTED CRISES 
In 2011 the European Commission allocated over €9 
million to address the basic humanitarian needs of 
over one million vulnerable people in Burma/Myanmar. 
The Commission's humanitarian priority in the country 
is to assist the civilian victims of the protracted conflict 
between the central government and ethnic minority 
armed groups. In the western border regions of 
Northern Rakhine State, ECHO is continuing to 

provide assistance to isolated Muslim communities, 
who have little or no access to social services and 
where malnutrition and lack of health facilities are 
wide-spread, particularly among children. The EC also 
supports the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) in running an orthopedic centre in Kayin state, 
providing care to victims of anti-personnel mines.  

ASSISTING THOSE AFFECTED BY NATURAL DISASTERS AND EPIDEMICS 

In late October 2011, four towns in the central Magway 
region were badly damaged by flash floods, with over 
100 people reported killed. Oxfam-GB received 
€200,000 to provide immediate food assistance, water 
and sanitation, and promote good hygiene practices to 
some 13,000 survivors. In addition, the European 
Commission contributed €190,000 from its Small Scale 
Disaster Response fund to Save the Children–UK to 
provide non-food household items and cash, so that 
nearly 1,000 families could start to rebuild their 
livelihoods. The European Commission has previously 
allocated €8 million in humanitarian aid to communities 
affected by Cyclone Giri in October 2010. The 

Commission's support has enabled implementing 
partners to provide emergency shelter, food, water and 
sanitation, health and early recovery for approximately 
250,000 people. In addition, ECHO provided some 
€63,000 to the Disaster Relief Emergency Fund 
(DREF) of the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) in order to assist 
the survivors of an earthquake which hit Shan state in 
March 2011. In 2011 the European Commission 
allocated €420,000 to UNICEF to support the 
vaccination of 3.7 million children, following a serious 
outbreak of polio. 
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REDUCING THE IMPACT OF NATURAL DISASTERS 

DIPECHO (which stands for DIsaster Preparedness ECHO) is a programme set up by ECHO in 1996 to improve the 
capacities of communities at risk to better prepare and protect themselves in response to disasters. In 2010 almost €1 
million was allocated under DIPECHO to support three projects implemented by specialised partners in the western 
coastal areas of the country. The funds were made available under the €10 million 7th DIPECHO Action Plan for 
South East Asia. 
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