
 
The data presented in this report is based on information gathered by AOAV’s Explosive Violence Monitoring Project (EVMP). The data presented does not claim to capture every 
casualty or incident of explosive violence, but is indicative of the scale and scope of explosive weapon use. 
 
 
 

 

Casualties and incidents 
 
 
Total incidents     238 
Incidents in populated areas1   150 
Total casualties2     3,515 
Total killed      1,080 
Total injured      2,433 
Civilian3 casualties       2,965 (84%) 
Total civilians killed     779 
Total civilians injured     2,186 
 
% of casualties in populated areas    92% 
who were  civilians     
 
% of casualties in other areas    40% 
who were civilians     
 

 
 

Multiple IED attacks in Iraq 
On 4 June in the centre of Baghdad, a car filled with 
explosives was detonated outside the office of the Shiite 
Endowment—the government-affiliated body responsible for 
managing Shiite cultural and religious sites in Iraq. The 

powerful blast killed 26 and injured nearly 200 civilians in the 
area.4 Iraq has consistently been one of the most dangerous 
countries for explosive violence according to data collected 
by the EVMP. In June, the EVMP recorded 1,144 civilian 
casualties of explosive violence in Iraq. This was more 

Country Civilian 
casualties 

Armed actor 
casualties 

Number of 
incidents 

Iraq 1,144 118 50 

Syria 622 26 37 

Pakistan 468 125 32 

Afghanistan 275 93 44 

Nigeria 254 33 8 

Gaza 39 12 12 

Kenya 28 2 2 

Mexico 24 0 5 

Colombia 19 21 5 

India 15 8 8 

Reported casualties from explosive weapons since 1 January 2012:    16,829 

Explosive Violence: June 2012          

  

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

Civilian casualties of explosive violence in Iraq, (July 2011- June 2012) 



“It is a very shocking situation. I became homeless in 

seconds […] None of my relatives want to help me 

because they don’t have enough money to give me […] 

The owner of the shop I worked for told me that he 

doesn’t need me any more because he wants someone 

who is always with him.” 

Jihad Hussein, Baghdad resident, The Sun Daily, 29 June 

2012 

than three times the average monthly number of civilian 
casualties in Iraq recorded during 2012. It is also the most 
reported civilian casualties from explosive weapons in a 
single month in Iraq since the EVMP began recording such 
casualties in October 2010. 

The vast majority of the civilian casualties recorded in Iraq in 
June were caused by IEDs. Car bombs like the one used in 
the attack on the Shiite Endowment were particularly 
destructive and were responsible for 63% of the reported 
civilian casualties of explosive violence in Iraq. However, 
manufactured explosive weapons were also used to kill 
civilians. On one occasion two mortar bombs struck a square 
in the north of Baghdad where pilgrims had gathered ahead 
of a religious festival. Seven civilians were killed and 38 
wounded in this attack on 10 June.5  Many of the attacks in 
Iraq killed and injured pilgrims either at places of worship or 
as they gathered in populated areas.  

On the morning of 13 June, 283 civilians were reportedly 
killed and injured in a wave of at least 15 separate IED 
explosions across the country. Car bombs and roadside 
bombs were detonated outside restaurants, markets, and 
public processions in several major cities. One car bomb 
which exploded in an impoverished neighbourhood in 
Baghdad destroyed makeshift housing in the area, forcing 
displaced residents to sleep in the grounds of a nearby 
shrine.6 Jihad Hussein, who had built his own house for his 
family over eight years, said that he had lost his job as a 
result of the explosion and now cannot afford to rent a new 
home. 

 

 
NATO alters air strike policies in Afghanistan 
On 6 June 2012, a NATO ISAF air strike hit a wedding party 
in the Barak-e-Barak district of Logar province, Afghanistan. 
The family had been celebrating in their home when Taliban 
fighters occupied the house. After coming under fire, NATO 
and Afghan troops surrounded the compound and called for 

civilians to leave but they were reportedly blocked from doing 
so by insurgents. NATO initially confirmed the air strike but 
denied reports that civilians were among those killed, 
claiming that only two women suffered injuries.7  However, 
further investigation revealed that the strike had killed 18 
civilians, including four women, three teenage boys, and nine 
young children all from the same family. Six Taliban fighters 
were also reportedly killed.8 The top commander of US and 
NATO troops in Afghanistan, General John Allen, expressed 
his regrets to the provincial governor of Logar Province, “I 
have children of my own, and I feel the pain of this.”9 

 

 As a result of this air strike, NATO announced a change in 
policy on their use of certain explosive weapons in populated 
areas in order to avoid such incidents in the future. A US 
military spokesman said on 11 June that NATO would 
continue to target insurgents in residential areas but “when 
there is concern over the presence of civilians, air delivered 
bombs will not be employed while other means are 
available.”10 However, the office of Afghan President, Hamid 
Karzai, provided a stronger interpretation of the policy 
change, saying that “from now on the NATO force will never 
bombard the people’s homes and villages, and that they will 
completely stop this act.”11 NATO claimed that they typically 
avoided striking civilian buildings and that only 19 of the 
3,531 air strikes they carried out in the last six months took 
place in these locations.12 EVMP data demonstrates how 
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“These incidents don’t just happen once, but two, three, 

four times and they keep happening.”  

Mohammad Akbar Stanekzai, member of the delegation 

appointed by President Karazai to investigate the air 

strike in Logar Province on 6 June. Associated Press, 8 

June 2012 



civilian lives are at risk when air strikes occur in populated 
areas. In Afghanistan in 2012, 92% of casualties from air-
launched explosive weapons in populated areas were 
civilians. 

Explosive violence in Syria 

In Syria, the use of explosive weapons by both sides 
continues to be a significant concern. The EVMP recorded 
622 civilian casualties from explosive weapons in the month 
of June. The vast majority of these casualties were caused 
by mortar, artillery, and tank shells, which were responsible 
of 95% of the civilian casualties recorded. For the first time, 
there were also reports of missiles being fired from helicopter 
gunships. The allegation came from the town of Hiffeh, 
though it was unclear whether they caused any

 casualties.13  A foreign ministry spokesperson also alleged 
that the rebel forces were now using ‘sophisticated anti-tank 
missiles’ in their battles with government troops.14  

In one of the worst incidents recorded by the EVMP during 
June, at least 30 people were killed during shelling by 
government forces in the village of al-Ashraa in eastern Syria 
on 12 June. There were also reports of more than 100 
people being wounded.15  On 28 June, heavy shelling in the 
Damascus suburb of Douma killed 41 people, including three 
children and five members of a single family.16 

The EVMP has recorded 5,124 civilian casualties from 
explosive weapons in Syria since violence began in March 
last year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explosive Violence Monitoring Project (EVMP)  

Methodology: Information is gathered from English-language news sources on incidents of explosive violence with at least one 
reported casualty. The EVMP uses an RSS reader to scan Google news for key terms which relate to explosive weapon use: 
*explosion *grenade *shell * mortar * cluster munitions *cluster bomb *mine *rocket *missile *bombing *bomb *IED *explosive 
*artillery *air strike. Information is extracted on: the date, time, and location of the incident; the number and status of people killed 
and injured; the weapon type; the reported user and target; the detonation method and whether displacement or damage to the 
location was reported. The EVMP is not an attempt to comprehensively capture all incidents of explosive violence around the world 
but to serve as a useful indicator of the scale and pattern of harm. Direct casualties are just one aspect of the impact of explosive 
weapons in populated areas. Damage to civilian infrastructure, psychological and socio-economic impacts on individuals and 
communities, and the danger of UXO are seldom reported in news sources. Further information on the EVMP is available here.

Explosive Violence Developments- June 2012 

AOAV’s research on the impact of explosive weapons was welcomed by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who at the 
Security Council’s debate on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict urged states and other actors to refrain from the use 
of explosive weapons in populated areas.17 

NATO has released data on possible locations of unexploded ordnance (UXO) from NATO air strikes in Libya in order to 

support clearance teams in the country.18  

A new report by Amnesty International on Syria documents violations of international law involving the use of explosive 

weapons.21  

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42319&Cr=Protection
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/26/world/africa/nato-gives-un-list-of-unexploded-bomb-sites-in-libya.html?_r=3&hp
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Schools, Town centres, Urban residential neighbourhoods, Villages/ compounds. Other locations recorded include: Agricultural area, Armed Base, Road, 
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that they were located in or next to any of the locations classified as likely to be populated. If there is insufficient or unclear information, then it is 
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