
8 November coincided with the anniversary of Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines, Oxfam calls on governments around 

the world to start acting to protect their citizens against climate change. And across the Caucasus, we use using this 

global moment to push for more action on disaster risk reduction. The threat of climate change is still a reality for millions 

of people across the Caucasus, and many people still remember the effects of the deadly Spitak earthquake in Armenia, 

while many communities across the region still regularly face numerous landslides, storms and droughts.  

To protect people’s lives and livelihoods Oxfam GB runs the “Supporting community resilience in the South Caucasus” 

programme in Armenia and Georgia. We are working with local communities and authorities on development, making 

sustainable community-based models, reducing vulnerability, and exposure to disasters and climate change effects. In 

three regions: Adjara (Georgia), Tavush and Vayots Dzor (Armenia) Oxfam and its local partners: Bridge of Hope, Black 

Sea Eco Academy, Support to Communities and Rural Communities Development Agency implement activities involving 

diverse community groups and individuals: men and women, children, youth and elder, governments, volunteers and 

people with special needs. The programme, run in the region since 2010, is supported by the European Commission 

(DIPECHO). 

One of the Oxfam’s main goals is advocating for governments and communities, raising awareness on disaster risk 

reduction and climate change adaptation. On 16th October it was the International Day for Disaster Reduction which we 

celebrated together with national authorities, partners and communities in both countries.  

 

ARMENIA – DRR Day and a press briefing brought together in 

Yerevan 100 practitioners, experts, the DRR National Platform 

and ministry representatives, partners, and media to discuss 

the 3rd phase of the DIPECHO programme and highlight its key 

directions in the country.  

 

GEORGIA – during the DRR Day celebration in Khulo, Adjara region 

over 80 children from local schools and communities exposed to 

disasters took part in a drawing competition, discussed potential 

hazards in the region and actions that should be taken in case of an 

emergency.   

 

More information:  https://www.facebook.com/Oxfam.Armenia  

              

        More information:  https://ka-ge.facebook.com/oxfam.georgia  

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY RESILIENCE  

IN THE SOUTH CAUCASUS 

 
Haiyan Typhoon in Philippines, Spitak earthquake in Armenia, FLASH floods in Pakistan, severe landslides in 

Georgia, droughts destroying crops in tajikistan 

– all these disasters caused enormous human and economic losses over the years.  

many of these losses could be avoided thanks to A JOINT mitigation and preparedness work  

and reducing vulnerability of communities and governments  

to natural disasters and climate change effects. 

https://www.facebook.com/Oxfam.Armenia
https://ka-ge.facebook.com/oxfam.georgia


Oxfam’s “Supporting community resilience in the South Caucasus” programme is one of the 
actions financed by The European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid & Civil Protection 
Department (ECHO) as a part of the third phase of a wider “Supporting Disaster Risk 
Reduction amongst Institutions and Vulnerable Communities in the South Caucasus” 
programme.  

 

 

Currently, Oxfam works in 35 villages and towns across the South Caucasus making communities and individuals more 
safe and protected.  
And there are already several examples how building resilience of communities has changed people’s lives and their 
stories.   

armenia, TAVUSH 

Artyom in the “Bridge of Hope” Support 

Centre 

in Ivevan 

Yesai Karamyan, community rescuer from  

Vayots Dzor   

 
The Aknagbyur community of Tavush Marz in Armenia is one of the most disaster risk prone 
communit ies in the region. Artyom Barseghyan, has learned 
about the landslide since he is four. Within several minutes his 
house turned into ruins. In 2012 his family left without shelter 
because of a landslide.  
4 years old Artyom stayed alive but got a head injury”.   
An Oxfam partner organizat ion, working in Tavush region 
provided support to the family. Due to their assistance little 
Artyom and his sister started to attend a new school and 

gradually integrated back into society. There are a lot of similar 
families in Tavush who suffered from landslides and other 
disasters. Most of them are now involved in the Oxfam Disaster Risk Reduct ion programme, which 
was launched in Tavush this year. They know how important is to be prepared, have knowledge on 
disaster respond and to be able to transfer this knowledge to their community. The Oxfam DRR 
programme in Tavush is aimed to support communit ies and especially children with disabilit ies to 
get prepared for disasters.    
While the Oxfam DRR programme is new in Tavush, it reports tangible successes in another disaster 
prone region of Armenia, A similar programme has been running in Vayots Dzor since 2010. Oxfam 
in Armenia, with its local partner “Support to Communit ies” NGO has been organizing public drills, 
DRR simulat ion and school evacuat ion exercises to build the awareness of general public on DRR. 
Oxfam also closely works with the state rescuers and support them to ident ify the community risks 
and address them through small scale mit igat ion projects, such as renovat ion of community 
bridges, cleaning of mud canals, etc.   
10 Vayots Dzor communit ies are involved in the init iat ive. Their members know that it is essent ial 
that in an emergency every single community is prepared to act as first responders to disasters 
unt il specialized rescue teams arrive. There are a lot of cases, where Oxfam trained community 
volunteer groups provide first aid, thus saving community members from injuries. Yesai Karamyan 
is one of the members of such rescue volunteer groups. Recently he, with other community 
rescuers, stopped a field fire, which could have resulted in a big disaster for community. There are 
10 community based voluntary emergency groups in disaster-prone communit ies of Vayots Dzor. 
Members of these groups undergo relevant training courses to be capable of performing not only 
assigned work with specialized rescue teams in case of disasters, but also to being able to init iate 
rescue act ivit ies unt il the arrival of state rescue groups.  
 

GEORGIa, adjara  
Begleti Village in the Khulo municipality faced a whole range of hazards such as landslides, 
droughts, floods and poor sanitation conditions at its school. In spring 2013 Oxfam supported 
communities to construct 10 tone water reservoir and a toilet for the school which was co-funded 
by the municipality budget.  

 

Oxfam Implementing 

Partners  in Georgia  

and Armenia 

 

                                 

 Artyom’s  house in Aknaghbyur 



 
Akhmed with his family 

 
Water reservoir in the Begleti village 

 

Akhmed lives ten meters from the school and water reservoir, he is 20 years old perspect ive young 
boy studying in Batumi.  In summer he comes back to his village to help his parents and 
grandparents to take care of their land.   
 

“In Georgia, more than half of the population depends on agriculture for their livelihood but it 
struggles to make a living in this harsh environment. Water reservoirs gave us more confidence in 
summer droughts that our harvest will not be damaged. Of course, this is not enough for whole 
village but at this stage this is significant relief for us - he says”. 
 

Akhmed’s grandpa who is a former teacher at the school says he was quite skeptical when asked to 
come to the meeting at the local community center; “We had experience of such gatherings and 
deliberat ions as before numerous agencies held meetings with us declaring a certain commitment 
for support projects, but their commitment was disappearing together with their departure. It was 
then when I f irst learned about the disaster risk reduct ion programme funded by the European 
Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protect ion (ECHO) and implemented by Oxfam and its 
partners (BSEA, RCDA). It was pretty convincing for us to hear not promises but a ready proposal 
the only precondit ion of which would be a close and act ive cooperat ion from our side”. 
 

Oxfam also had established male and female rescue groups in the village. These groups lead 
disaster responses in their communit ies, provide f irst aid support during disasters and train others 
as well to do the same.    
 

Akhmed has very promising plans for his future. Once he becomes a qualified finance manager and 
moves to the center of Batumi he will st ill care for his village. He already has projects in his mind 
for the development of this beaut iful place of his childhood and improving the lives of its residents. 

 

 

 

Forthcoming DRR and CCA events in the South Caucasus region: 

28 November, Armenia: New Agriculture Strategy, including Food Security,  Agriculture Development, Climate Change 

related Agriculture Risk Reduction- a national stakeholders meeting 

November, Georgia: Launch of Research on Food and Climate Justice in High Mountainous Regions of Georgia 

3-4 December, Armenia: “Public Awareness as a Cornerstone for Disaster Risk Reduction” International Conference   
 

Haiyan Typhoon  - Typhoon Haiyan (or Yolanda as it's known locally) 
wreaked havoc across much of the central Philippines. In total, more than 
8,000 people were killed, and more than four million people were forced 
from their homes. In the short term, the typhoon left more than 14.1 million 
people in need of immediate, life-saving assistance. But it also pushed 
millions of poor people further into poverty and debt. Rice crops, coconut 
trees and fishing boats were wiped out, leaving people struggling to grow 
food and earn an income.  

Children fill buckets 
at an Oxfam tap 

stand in Tacioban. 
We worked with 

local water 
department to repair 

and reconnect the 
local water supply, 
getting clean water 

to more than 200.000 
people. 

 

For more information on Oxfam’s disaster risk reduction and climate change work check the web-site: www.oxfam.org  

Oxfam supports the idea of the Green Climate Fund and encourages world leaders and governments to provide the total support of 

$15 bn  

by December in order to help build people's resilience to climate change and decrease the level of potential natural disasters. To learn 

more follow  

on Twitter: #maketherightmove or visit the Green Climate Fund’s web-site: 

http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/financial_mechanism/green_climate_fund/items/5869.php 

 

http://www.oxfam.org/
http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/financial_mechanism/green_climate_fund/items/5869.php

