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SITUATION UPDATE
•  According to the latest FEWSNET report an elevated risk of famine continues in Somalia. In 

Ethiopia a looming break in the food pipeline, coupled with excess mortality among children 
already reported in the worst-affected areas could begin to push some households in the 
Somali region into IPC Level 5 if they don’t receive food urgently. In Kenya people in need of 
humanitarian assistance as a result of the drought is forecasted to increase to 3- 3.5 million by 
August. 

•  In Ethiopia, malnutrition rates are currently high with 7.9 million beneficiaries supported by 
Ethiopia’s Productive Safety Net Programme expected to receive their last transfer for the year 
at the end of July 2017. In Kenya, nutrition surveys undertaken in June 2017 in Turkana indicate 
a deepening nutritional crisis, with acute malnutrition of greater than 30 per cent and severe 
acute malnutrition ranging from 6-12%. 8 out of 10 women in Turkana are malnourished. 
Malnutrition, especially the prevalence of severe acute malnutrition has worsened in the region. 
In Somalia the number of children projected to be acutely malnourished has increased by 50 per 
cent since the beginning of the year to 1.4 million, including over 275,000 who have or will suffer 
life-threatening severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2017. 

•  Diseases such as Cholera/Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD), which are exacerbated by reduced 
access to water and sanitation, are continuing to increase and remain a serious concern. In 
Somalia, there have been 53,015 cases of cholera/AWD and 795 deaths since the beginning of 
2017. In Ethiopia there have been 38,230 cases of AWD, 780 deaths (as of 30th June), and in 
Kenya there are 581 reported cases of cholera. Healthcare facilities in the region are 
overstretched by multiple disease outbreaks including measles and malaria.

•  In Kenya, the drought is aggravating conflicts over land use and access to resources in Laikipia 
and Samburu counties, leading to dozens of deaths. A security operation has so far failed to 
quell the unrest. With the drought continuing to bite, these conflicts may increase with 
herdsmen driving their cattle on to the farms of agriculturalists, or entering large ranches and 
conservancies, and more clashes between herders from different communities as they jostle for 
grazing rights at watering points and areas rich in pasture. These clashes could lead to further 
displacement of people and loss of livestock. 

•  Food insecurity and lack of access to humanitarian assistance is exposing vulnerable groups 
such as women, children and female-headed households to a range of protection risks, gender 
based violence (GBV), rape and sexual exploitation. In Somalia, UNICEF reports that the number 
of reported rape cases have tripled, with 909 reported cases in June alone. A recent Oxfam 
protection assessment in Kenya, in the counties of Wajir and Turkana shows worrying protection 
trends with a rise in survival sex among young girls, prevalence of violence, rape and attacks 
against women, a rise in teenage pregnancies, and increasing numbers of children on the 
streets.
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972, 080 
Women, men and children in 
Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia

853,889
WASH interventions

Oxfam’s response 

Kenya
• Oxfam has reached 326, 163 beneficiaries in Northern 

Kenya in Turkana and Wajir counties with its local 
partners Diocese of Lodwar in Turkana, ALDEF and 
WASDA in Wajir. 

• WASH: 293,825 people and 1,145 primary schools can 
access clean and safe water through the 
rehabilitation and/or upgrading (with solar system) 
of water points and network of vendors. Oxfam has 
also supported both Wajir and Turkana county 
governments by supplying them with spare parts to 
repair non-functional water points. 

• Hygiene Promotion: 30,165 people have been 
reached through hygiene promotion and 
sensitisation activities. Oxfam and its partners have 
trained 32 Community Health Extension Workers/
Public Health Officers on Health Promotion and 
Sanitation for Emergency Response. 

• Cash Transfer: 32,214 people have received cash 
transfers, enabling them to purchase food items; 
support delivered in partnership with the Hunger 
Safety-Net Programme (HSNP) and Equity bank. 

• Gender and Protection assessments were conducted 
in both counties and were followed-up by trainings, 
the gender training reaching 52 people and the 
protection one reaching 40 people. The trainings 
targeted Oxfam staff, local partners’ staff, local 
authorities and other staff from Non Governmental 
Organizations working the counties.

Ethiopia
Oxfam’s intervention has reached 603, 305 in the 
Southern Somali region more specifically in Korahe; 
Jarar, Fafan, Nogob and Erer zones and in Doolo and 
in Afder zones where Oxfam is intervening through 
partners . 

• WASH: 522, 485 people, 98 sites (of which 22 are IDP 
camps), 156 institutions including 87 health facilities 
and schools benefit from water trucking. 

• Hygiene Promotion and Sanitation: Oxfam and 
partners teams have delivered messages on safe 
hygiene practices to 330,017 people. In addition, in 
response to the rapidly spreading Acute Watery 
Diarrhoea - AWD – outbreak in Somali region, Oxfam 
has set up and deployed 2 Rapid Response teams – 
RRT - to support community and local Governments. 
As a result, over 10,775 people have been sensitised 
on AWD causes, transmission and prevention and 
control mechanisms. In addition, through its local 
partner OWDA, 3 more RRTs have been set up and 
deployed in Doolo zone, equipping 60 health facilities 
(51 Health posts and 9 Health centres) with infection 
prevention equipment and prepositioning 3,000 AWD 
discharge kits.

• Cash Transfer: 71, 094 people across Somali region 
have been supported through cash transfers. 

• 212,000 livestock received treatment in collaboration 
with woredas livestock and pastoral development 
offices.

Somalia
Oxfam with its partners Candle Light and Havoyoco, 
has reached 42, 612 people in Sool and Sanaag. In 
partnership with Adeso, Oxfam is planning on 
expanding its response to Puntland. 

• WASH: 37,579 people were provided with clean 
water through water trucking. In addition, 3,962 
water treatment tablets were distributed to 947 
households in 4 villages.

• Hygiene Promotion: 32,556 people received 
messages on safe hygiene practices and received 
hygiene kits. 2,348 households were reached on 
AWD prevention practices via drama and door to 
door visits. 

• AWD/Cholera response: Oxfam was recently 
awarded funds to respond to AWD/Cholera outbreak 
affecting Somaliland. Response activities in 
Togdheer region have so far reached 15,000 
households. 

• Cash Transfers: 15, 538 people have been supported 
with unconditional cash transfers and were able to 
meet immediate food needs

• Gender and Protection analysis has been conducted 
in Somaliland. 

• Capacity building: Oxfam and partners teams trained 
41 community volunteers to support on community 
mobilisation.

1.8
NUMBER OF PEOPLE TARGETED BY OXFAM

ETHIOPIA

KENYA
SOOL & SANAAG COUNTIES

200,000
PEOPLE

SOMALIA
212,000
Animals vaccinated

117,878
Cash transfers

403,513
People reached through Public 
Health and Sanitation Programmes

Oxfam is intervening in Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia aiming to provide people affected by the drought with 
WASH; Emergency Food Security & Livelihood and Capacity building support. So far, Oxfam provided key 
support to 972, 080 people.



•  Now is a critical time for the drought response. Across the 
region drought conditions remain and we are in to the 
traditional lean season from July to September where food 
stocks run low. Food security and malnutrition rates continue 
to deteriorate, and numbers of people in need of emergency 
support are rising substantially. Donors should step up their 
support to scale up the humanitarian response to meet the 
growing needs and should increase funding for immediate 
life-saving assistance.

•  The emergency in Somaliland remains a major concern. 
Although planning and recovery can happen simultaneously, 
based on joint needs assessments, proper planning and 
coordination this should not be at the expense of distorting 
the picture of needs, shifting attention, and diverting 
resources needed for humanitarian interventions. Timing and 
sequencing are key here to ensure a shift to early recovery is 
not premature especially as forecasts currently predict that 
the drought could continue in to 2018.

•  IDPs who have been forced from their homes due to drought 
conditions should not be forcibly moved or evicted, and 
provisions for them to access food, cash and clean, safe 
water must be made. 

Plans to ensure durable solutions for those displaced by the 
drought need to be put in to place, returns must be voluntary 
and in line with international standards such as UNHCR’s Guiding 
Principles on Internal Displacement and the Governments own 
policies on IDPs. 

•  Governments and humanitarian actors should strengthen the 
protection response to the drought including better analysis on 
protection issues and improve coordination. Funding for 
protection programmes should be increased especially for 
programmes targeting women and children. These should 
include addressing gender based violence including rape, sexual 
exploitation and survival sex, psychosocial support, and should 
include support to local and national institutions and structures 
working on protection issues.

•  Governments in the region should seek to manage available 
pasture and water points and mediate between communities to 
prevent conflict over access to resources. Governments, IGAD 
and the UN should work together to adopt and implement 
mechanisms for the free movement of pastoralists and their 
livelihoods assets to areas of better pasture, such as the IGAD 
protocol on the freedom of movement of people and 
transhumance in the IGAD region.

KEY ADVOCACY MESSAGES

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS

DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
DEC, ECHO, Global Affairs Canada via Oxfam Canada, GFO via Oxfam Germany, ECHO RRM via International Rescue Committee, Irish Aid 
via Oxfam Ireland, SHO/Giro555, SIDA, UNICEF, UNOCHA, UK AID Match, USAID/OFDA; Oxfam affiliates: Oxfam Great Britain, Oxfam Hong 
Kong, Oxfam Intermon, Oxfam Ireland, Oxfam Novib and the generous contribution of the public and Oxfam supporters via fundraising 
appeals and voluntary contributions. 
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Oxfam Horn of Africa Drought 
Response Budget $51,427,882

Secured 
$35,008,653

Funding Gap 
$16,419,229



Catherine Nabulon from a beneficiary of the HSNP 
(Hunger Safety Net Programme) E-wallet. 
Photo: Joy Obuya/Oxfam Abulon

Catherine initially received KES 1600 (15 euros) 
in March 2017 to offset medical bills during 
delivery, buy lesos (shawls) to cover her new 
born and part of it to buy food essentials. This 
allocation is part of the Oxfam led Resilience 
Consortium Hunger Safety Net Programme 
(HSNP) that provides unconditional cash to 
beneficiary households to address their 
immediate household needs. Catherine hopes 
to save up money in future and start a small 
business enterprise for sustainability purposes. 
Additionally, she also recently received her KES 
900 (8 euros) conditional cash given to a total 
of 1,000 households in Kakuma and Lokichogio, 
Turkana County to help them cope with the 
effects of the ongoing drought via the HSNP 
e-wallet function. With the e-wallet card, 
Catherine will have access to clean and safe 
water for her family. 

The E-wallet has a simple design. People give 
their HSNP card to an Equity Bank Agent. The 
agent has a machine configured to show the 
E-wallet holder’s information on the E-wallet. 
The person tells the agent to debit the amount 

that he/she wants to buy the water for on that 
particular day. The agent then issues a receipt 
for the amount of water required; each 20 litre 
jerry can cost KES 5 (0.05 euro). The receipt 
holder then gives the receipt to the water 
kiosk vendor and then draws water equivalent 
to the amount of water redeemed. Oxfam has 
partnered with the Water Department as well 
as private water vendors to set up similar 
mechanisms for subsidized water response 
across the county. The e –wallet mechanism 
allows for flexibility, better planning, dignity 
and choice to the beneficiaries to address 
their most immediate needs and access clean 
reliable water when they need it. 

Oxfam through financial support from European 
Commission Humanitarian Aid (ECHO) is 
reaching 1000 households (6, 000 people) 
through unconditional cash transfer of KES 
1600 cash giving families the flexibility to 
address their immediate needs and conditional 
cash of KES 900 which they specifically use to 
access clean reliable water from water vendors.  
This project supports communities to strengthen 

their resilience to external shocks and stresses 
such as the frequent droughts. Oxfam is 
equipping communities and stakeholders with 
knowledge and tactics on how to prepare; 
respond, mitigate, cope and recover from these 
shocks and stresses.  

Currently, in its 6th phase, the focus is on 
strengthening systems and structures at 
county and national levels, linking them with 
the county and national structures to 
coordinate disaster management while 
ensuring sustainable development and long 
lasting solutions to humanitarian crises.

The consortium is collaborating with the 
National Drought Management Authority (NDMA) 
and Equity bank. Transparency International 
Kenya Chapter is involved to ensure that 
concrete accountability mechanisms are in 
place to monitor and respond to complaints as 
they arise using the Uwajibikaji Platform. 

This project is contributing to Oxfam’s drought 
response strategy and longer term resilience 
building.

Oxfam alleviating Vulnerability 
through Cash Transfers

CONTACT DETAILS

Catherine gave birth little over a week ago. Her husband left her for a younger woman and Catherine now goes to the 
shopping centre daily in search of odd jobs to make ends meet.
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