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PRIORITY ACTIVITIES FOR 2014 - 2015

1. Coordinating humanitarian action, both on response and preparedness
2. Advocating for the rights of people in need
3. Developing humanitarian policy and analysis 
4. Spearheading humanitarian information management 
5. Overseeing humanitarian  �nancing needs for the system 
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1. Enhance LAS’ engagement in humanitarian coordination in 
the Arab region.

2. Carry out joint advocacy initiatives to raise awareness about 
humanitarian issues and address strategic priorities.

3. Build the capacity of LAS in humanitarian a�airs.

4. Enhance UN and its partners’ understanding of LAS structures 
and processes that relate to humanitarian a�airs.

5. Facilitate a broad dialogue in the region in preparation for the 
World Humanitarian Summit 2016.

THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 
IS CURRENTLY WORKING WITH 
OCHA ACROSS ITS 
MANDATED AREAS OF WORK

Information sharing and mutual 
consultations with LAS Member 
States, LAS’ Social A�airs Sector 
and Arab humanitarian 
organizations on humanitarian 
crises in the Arab region.

The establishment of an Arab 
humanitarian coordination 
mechanism in LAS’ General 
Secretariat to facilitate 
coordination, advocacy and 
resource mobilization.

Improved capacity of LAS’ sectors 
and departments and the UN and 
its partners to engage with 
relevant organizational structures 
and processes. 

Brie�ngs for LAS Member States 
and other regional stakeholders 
to discuss policy issues and 
mobilize resources for 
humanitarian crises in the region. 

Joint missions to humanitarian 
crises in the region to raise 
awareness, highlight priority 
needs and mobilize resources 
among international and regional 
donors.

Participation in global 
humanitarian campaigns, such as 
World Humanitarian Day. 

Dialogue with regional 
stakeholders on enhancing Arab 
humanitarian engagement and 
improving humanitarian 
e�ectiveness.

Co-chairing the World 
Humanitarian Summit Regional 
Steering Group for the Middle 
East and North Africa Regional 
Consultation.

LAS participation and 
engagement in global policy 
forums and events that inform 
humanitarian practice.   

Collaboration with LAS Secretary 
General’s O�ce in developing 
information management 
capacity within LAS’ Arab 
humanitarian coordination 
mechanism. 

Joint advocacy e�orts to enhance 
the mobilization of resources and 
participation in multilateral 
humanitarian �nancing tools.
 



Information sharing and mutual consultations with LAS 
Member States, LAS’ Social A�airs Sector and Arab 
humanitarian organizations on humanitarian crises in the 
Arab region.

Improved capacity of LAS’ sectors and departments and the 
UN and its partners to engage with relevant organizational 
structures and processes. 

The establishment of an Arab humanitarian coordination 
mechanism in LAS’ General Secretariat to facilitate 
coordination, advocacy and resource mobilization.

Brie�ngs for LAS Member States and other regional 
stakeholders to discuss policy issues and mobilize resources 
for humanitarian crises in the region. 

Joint missions to humanitarian crises in the region to raise 
awareness, highlight priority needs and mobilize resources 
among international and regional donors.

Participation in global humanitarian campaigns, such as 
World Humanitarian Day. 

Regular high and working level meetings with the Health and 
Humanitarian Aid Department to improve information and analysis sharing 
of humanitarian issues in the Arab region. This will include discussions on 
relevant Security Council and LAS resolutions and strategic response 
planning in the Arab region.

Provide technical support and advice to the LAS’ Secretary General’s O�ce, 
in line with the Arab Summit resolution calling for the establishment of an 
Arab humanitarian coordination mechanism, which will strengthen LAS’ 
role in coordinating humanitarian response in the region. 

Carry out training on the functioning of UN and LAS structures and 
processes, such as international humanitarian coordination mechanisms, 
the use of emergency response tools and services and the activities of Arab 
specialized organizations.

Continue the current practice of organizing quarterly and ad hoc brie�ngs 
on humanitarian crises in the region with the aim of raising awareness, 
mobilizing resources and pursuing strategic priorities. The brie�ngs will 
target LAS Member states, Arab and international NGOs, donor 
governments, UN agencies and the media amongst others. 

Organize regular joint missions to priority and underfunded humanitarian 
contexts in the region with the aim of raising awareness and mobilizing 
necessary resources to address the needs of the a�ected population. 

Organize and cooperate in global humanitarian campaigns, particularly 
World Humanitarian Day, an event for which will be jointly organized in 
August 2014.

Dialogue with regional stakeholders on enhancing Arab 
humanitarian engagement and improving humanitarian 
e�ectiveness.

Co-chairing the World Humanitarian Summit Regional 
Steering Group for the Middle East and North Africa Regional 
Consultation.

LAS participation and engagement in global policy forums 
and events that inform humanitarian practice.   

Continue to jointly organize and facilitate platforms for discussion and 
debate on improving humanitarian e�ectiveness in the Arab region. 

Cooperate to ensure wide dissemination and engagement of the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) in consultations for the World Humanitarian 
Summit. This includes the development of the Regional Steering Group 
and facilitating and participating in national, sub-regional and online 
consultations in the lead up to the MENA Regional Consultation in March 
2015.  

Participation by LAS, Arab humanitarian organizations and academic 
institutions in global and regional policy forums.  

Collaboration with LAS’ Secretary General’s O�ce in 
developing information management capacity within LAS’ 
Arab humanitarian coordination mechanism.

Training and support, involving LAS’ Crisis Room, to enhance LAS’s capacity 
to manage, analyze and share relevant humanitarian information to 
stakeholders in the region. This is a central component to the 
establishment of LAS’ Arab humanitarian coordination mechanism.

Joint advocacy e�orts to enhance the mobilization of 
resources and participation in multilateral humanitarian 
�nancing tools.

Organize events and carry out bilateral consultations to mobilize resources 
among international donors and LAS Member States and to keep the 
global community informed via the OCHA Financial Tracking System.  

For more information please visit   http://unocha.org/romena    |   http://www.lasportal.org/
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A central component of OCHA’s Strategic Framework 2014-2017 
is to increase outreach and engagement to broaden partnerships 
for operational support, to deepen dialogue on humanitarian 
policy, and to support our partners’ humanitarian capacity 
building and knowledge transfer priorities.

Thus, OCHA and the League of Arab States (LAS) signed a joint 
Plan of Action (2013-2015) in May 2013, which facilitates 
collaboration across OCHA’s mandated areas of work:

In line with the Arab Summit resolution calling for the establishment of 
an Arab humanitarian coordination mechanism, OCHA is providing 
technical support and advice to the Secretary General’s O�ce and other 
relevant departments in LAS. The mechanism is an important 
development in LAS’ increasing role in humanitarian a�airs.

1. Enhance LAS’ engagement in humanitarian coordination in the 
Arab region

2. Carry out joint advocacy initiatives to raise awareness about 
humanitarian issues and address strategic priorities.

Raise awareness among and engage with LAS Member States and Arab 
humanitarian organizations on priority humanitarian issues in the 
region. Use LAS’ in�uence in the region in support of principled 
humanitarian action.  

3. Build the capacity of LAS in humanitarian a�airs.
Provide training and technical support to relevant LAS sectors, 
departments and specialized organizations in humanitarian issues, such 
as international humanitarian architecture, humanitarian program cycle 
and International Humanitarian Law.

4. Enhance UN and its partners’ understanding of LAS structures 
and processes that relate to humanitarian a�airs.

Organize trainings for the UN and its partners on LAS structures and 
processes that relate to humanitarian a�airs, with the aim of enhancing 
cooperation and inter-operability.

5. Facilitate a broad dialogue in the region in preparation for the 
World Humanitarian Summit 2016.

Co-lead on the organization of the World Humanitarian Summit MENA 
Regional Consultation together with key stakeholders in the region. A 
consultative and participatory process will ensure the voices of the 
region are heard in shaping of the future of the humanitarian system.   


