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ain-fed agriculture is a challenge when 
the country’s climate is both dry and 
hot. This is a reality for Palestinians in 

the West Bank, where farming has been a part 
of life for thousands of years. With more than 
40 percent of the land under cultivation, agri-
culture is vital to the economy. Water scarcity, 
however, is threatening the region’s future. 

During the long summer months, farmers 
struggle to irrigate their crops. Those who can 
afford it have to resort to purchasing additional 
water, but even this cannot prevent the drop in 
productivity and the knock-on effect on food 
security. 

R

Palestine: Food security  
through the dry seasons
An innovative project implemented by 
American Near East Refugee Aid (ANERA) 
and co-funded by OFID has successfully  
adopted unconventional methods to  
tackle water scarcity and boost agricultural 
production in Palestine.

by Alesandra Solano

OFID IN THE FIELD             

PH
O

T
O

S:
 A

N
ER

A



19OFID QUARTERLY JULY 2016

OFID IN THE FIELD             

Livestock farming, another economic mainstay 
of the region, is also affected, due to the high 
cost of fodder. Raising cows, chickens, and sheep 
has become an expensive business, pushing up 
the price of meat and dairy products and cutting 
profit margins on non-food products such as 
wool.

For some years now, the Palestinian Water 
Authority has been exploiting non-convention-
al sources of water, such as treated wastewater 
and desalination, among others. One example 
can be found in the Governorate of Jenin, home 
to 281,000 people and the highest percentage of 
cultivated land in the Palestinian territory. 

Aiding a population of farmers
It is in Jenin that ANERA has been supporting 
the water authority’s strategy through the proj-
ect “Water Reuse and Food Security in The West 
Bank.” With the help of funding from OFID, 
ANERA has installed a 30km distribution system 
to an existing treated wastewater plant.

The system connects the Jenin plant to the 
neighboring villages of Jalameh, Burqin, and 
Kafr Dan, whose inhabitants are highly depen-
dent on agriculture for their livelihoods. Farm-
ers in the area grow olives, citrus and stone fruits, 
grapes, vegetables, herbs and wheat. But, with 
limited access to water, yields are low, affecting 
the profitability of the sector and compromising 
food security. 

To satisfy irrigation needs and ensure a 
reliable supply of water, the project also con-
structed 12 reservoirs, each with a capacity of 
600 cubic meters. These reservoirs and irrigation 
systems enable farmers to grow crops all year 
round for human consumption and to feed their 
livestock. 

Already, more than 1,000 farmers have 
been able to increase production as a direct re-
sult of the project. They are also enjoying high-
er incomes. An additional 12,000 villagers are 
benefiting indirectly thanks to improved access 
to lower-cost, locally grown fodder and other 
produce. 

A key component of the project has been a  
capacity-building program for farmers to ensure 
the correct use and sustainability of the new 
system. This will go a long way to safeguarding 
the longevity of the infrastructure and a more 
prosperous, hunger-free and healthy future for 
these Palestinian communities.  N

Ahmad’s story

Ahmad Fayyad’s land in the northern West Bank was once arid and 
uncultivated, but now it’s coming to life. A thin carpet of luscious green 
alfalfa has brought a ray of hope to Ahmad and his family of 13, which 
relies on its 500 sheep for milk and meat.

Ahmad learned animal rearing from his father, but his involvement in 
farming is relatively recent. His family grows vegetables like spinach, 
cabbage, caulif lower and cucumbers.

Watering is a huge challenge for them, even with a nearby well. Often 
they have had to buy expensive tankered water to irrigate their crops. 
They also had to pay for pricey, imported fodder to feed their sheep.

Now that Ahmed is par t of ANERA’s program, he doesn’t have to 
worry about buying water or fodder.

“I recently planted around 66 dunums of alfalfa,” Ahmed says. “This 
crop will help us feed our entire herd all year without relying on im-
ported fodder or paying for irrigation water. It is of excellent quality, 
and I am sure it will have a positive effect on our animal rearing 
business for years to come.”  

Cour tesy of ANERA


