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Afghanistan 

 
This report is produced by OCHA Afghanistan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from   
17 to 22 May 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 23 May 2012. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Afghan Minister of RRD and the Humanitarian Coordinator, accompanied by Heads and 

representatives of UN organizations, visited the affected people on Tuesday 22 May and expresses 
sympathy to the families of 19 Afghans who died and the over 10,000 (4,000 families) displaced as a 
result of the flash floods. 

• Humanitarian assistance is being provided to the affected people as further assessments are being 
conducted in the vicinity of Sari Pul City, 

• Accessibility to the flood affected areas is difficult and this requires helicopter transport for situation 
awareness and needs assessments to be carried out. 

• Sari Pul Province has suffered multiple emergencies including drought, conflict induced displacement 
and flooding within a short period of time. 

• ANDMA and OCHA are coordinating the response. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
The Minister of Rural Rehabilitation and Development 
and the Humanitarian Coordinator, led a mission 
comprised of government and UN Agencies to Sari Pul 
to assess the humanitarian situation in the affected area 
as well as ongoing and required response interventions. 
The HC informed that provision of assistance to IDPs is 
a priority and that there should be accurate information 
being shared.  He further thanked the GIROA for playing 
a vital role during the emergency. 
 
Melting snow coupled with heavy rainfall in highland 
areas resulted in the increase of the water levels in Sar-
i-Pul River and its subsequent over-flow into the city that 
is built along the river bank. The flooding resulted in the 
death of 19 people while an estimated 10,000 were 
displaced. Additionally, 20 rooms at the Sari-Pul hospital 
were damaged including equipment and medicines that were used for pediatric, surgery, and obstetrics and 
gynecology interventions.   Fours schools and 2,000 houses (built out of mud) were also damaged.  The effects 
of the 17th to 20th flood were also felt in the other neighboring districts of Sancharak, Gosfandi, Sozma Qala, 
Kohistanat; assessments of the extent of the damage in the other affected districts are ongoing. Access 
however remains a major constraint as the bridge that connects Sar-i-pul to these other affected districts was 
damaged as a result of the floods.  
 
Needs assessment carried out by the Provincial Disaster Management Committee identified 4,000 families 
require non-food and food assistance.  Immediate assistance is being provided and efforts to continue providing 
required assistance are ongoing by ANDMA and the humanitarian community.  The Red Cross Movement, 
NRC, Save the Children, Afghanistan Center for Training and Development, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, IOM and 
UNHCR are currently providing assistance to the vulnerable people.  Meanwhile, an in-depth assessment is 
currently ongoing and will inform the gaps in response and required intermediate and long term assistance.  
Sar-i-Pul province has a population of 524,600 people, according to CSO figures and is one of the 14 provinces 
that were affected by the 2011 drought and resultant rain fed crop failure.  A total of 146,000 people were 
severely affected by the drought (EFSA 2011) and to date efforts to respond to the effect of the drought are still 
ongoing by the humanitarian community and the government.  Additionally, according to MoRR and UNHCR, 
the province has a caseload of 10,595 conflict induced internally displaced persons (as of end of April 2012).  
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Sustainable approach to vulnerabilities within the province including through preparedness, prevention and 
response is of utmost importance and urgency.  
 
The following humanitarian response has been provided: 
• WFP has distributed 10.24 MT of high energy biscuits and RUSF (Ready to Use Supplementary Food) and 

other food items.   
• UNICEF has provided 5 drums of chlorine powder 30% and 100,000 water purification tablets through the 

ministry of RRD. UNICEF is also providing safe drinking water through water tanker trucking in the interim 
period. UNICEF has started distributing 1,500 family kits, 1,000 hygiene kits, 1,500 blankets, 1,000 jerry 
cans, 3,000 bed-nets and 1,000 clothes for the children. 

• WHO has provided medicines and a tent being used for medical purposes. 
• UNHCR is monitoring protection issues in addition to the assistance previously provided to the conflict 

induced IDPs 
• NRC has distributed house hold kits, emergency shelter kits and hygiene kits 
• SCF has provided bottled water, 1,200 loaves of bread 
• IOM has distributed family kits, emergency shelter kits and household kits 
• Red Cross Movement has provided assistance in terms of food and NFIs 
• OCHA is responsible for coordination. 

 
N/B: While the organizations mentioned above are involved in the Sari Pul emergency intervention, we 
apologize in case there one that is not mentioned. We will keep updating this as more information is made 
available. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
Needs:  
• While humanitarian assistance is being provided additional emergency shelter, potable water, blankets, 

warm clothes, NFIs and food may be required as new districts are assessed.  
• While travelling by road to the four inaccessible districts is impossible.  
• Water management (drainage system) is a priority to control water flow to avoid future floods. 
• Roads and bridges repair is urgent to allow resumption of traffic between Sari Pul and the cut off districts 
Response: Affected people are receiving assistance as further assessments are conducted 
Gaps & Constraints: Due to the increased caseload more emergency shelter, medicines, food and NFIs will be 
required. 
 

IV. Coordination 
ANDMA and OCHA are coordinating the response to this emergency 
 

V. Funding 
N/A 
 

VI. Contact 
Eveline Viehboeck 
Head of Sub-office, OCHA Mazar-e-Sharif 
Email: viehboeck@un.org   
Tel:  +93795 878 705 
 
Joseph Inganji 
Deputy Head of Office 
OCHA Afghanistan 
Email: inganji@un.org  
Mobile: +93793001126 
Office    : +4723670567 
 
OCHA Afghanistan 
Christophe Verhellen 
e-mail: verhellen@un.org  
Public Information Officer 
Tel: +93793001132       
 
For more information, please visit http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info/  
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