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Highlights 
 Initial damage assessments have been carried out 

with an estimated 70 per cent of homes either 
damaged or destroyed in Ha’pai. 

 Around 2,000 people are currently in 11 
evacuation centres. 

 The restoration of power and communication is a 
key priority, in addition to emergency shelter, 
water, sanitation and food. 

 The Government of Tonga continues to manage 
the response and has so far not requested 
international assistance. Offers of bilateral support 
from Australia, New Zealand, OCHA and IFRC 
have been accepted however. 
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Situation Overview 
Severe Tropical Cyclone Ian first appeared as a tropical depression on Monday 6 January and slowly tracked 
between Fiji and Tonga for several days, before intensifying into a Category 5 system with winds over 200 
kilometres per hour (kph) and gusts nearing 300 kph. 

In the early hours of Saturday 11 January, the cyclone passed east of the Vava’u group (population 15,000) before 
the eye passed directly over Ha'apai (population 6,600) in the afternoon. The Prime Minister declared a state of 
emergency for Vava’u and Ha’apai the same day. 

There has been one confirmed death and significant damage to houses, infrastructure and agriculture across the 
northeast islands of Ha’apai, including Uiha, Uoleva, Lifuka, Foa, Ha’ano and Mo’unga’one. 

Initial aerial assessments and surveys were conducted yesterday with preliminary findings and analysis released 
by the Government today. There are an estimated 2,000 people in 11 emergency shelters. NEMO held a briefing 
with response partners at midday today and outlined priority needs across shelter, water and sanitation. 

Urgent repairs have commenced on critical infrastructure, such as water, power and communication. Mobile phone 
company Digicel chartered a plane to fly equipment for urgent repairs.  

The Tongan Prime Minister and New Zealand (NZ) High Commissioner visited the most affected areas of Ha’apai 
today.  

Photos of damage are available at: http://ocha.smugmug.com/Countries/Tonga/2014-Tropical-Cyclone-Ian 
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Funding 
The NZ Government has made available NZ$50,000 (US$42,000) to support immediate response efforts. Caritas 
NZ has pledged NZ$40,000 (US$33,000) and Caritas Tonga and are also accepting donations from the public. The 
NZ Aid Programme website is encouraging members of the public to give cash donations to NZ organizations 
involved in the response. NZ Red Cross is also accepting donations from the public and Oxfam has launched an 
online appeal. OCHA has informed the Government of the availability of an Emergency Cash Grant if required, 
however a request has not been received.  

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 

Logistics 

 Airports in Vava’u and Ha’apai are operational, despite damage to terminal buildings. 
 Pangai port is operational and many wharves and jetties are intact. 
 There is a lot of debris on roads and some roads are impassable, however the new causeway between 

Lifuka and Foa has minor damage. 
 Power is non-functioning across Ha’apai with many power lines down. 
 Fuel is required across many of the impacted islands for generators and transportation. The Government is 

organizing boats to transport fuel to the affected areas.  
 The capacity to distribute relief items in the affected areas is being assessed. The availability of local boats, 

lorries and vehicles might prove an obstacle to the speedy distribution of items over the vast area that has 
been affected.  

Emergency Telecommunications 

 Power and communication has been restored in Vava’u. Significant outages continue to affect Ha’apai. 
 Digicel has restored one mobile telecommunications tower this morning, and limited Digicel phone 

coverage appears to have resumed. 
 Tonga Communication Corporation’s mobile network remains down and engineers have been sent to 

Ha’apai to restore services. 

Shelter 

 Significant damage to houses across Ha’apai with an estimated 70% damaged or destroyed. These 
numbers, however, are preliminary and based mainly on aerial survey carried out by the New Zealand Air 
Force on 12 January.  

 An estimated 2000 people currently live in 11 evacuation centres. It appears that there are a number of 
informal centres that have been set up as other sources put the number at 48. 

 Most small and lightweight buildings were either damaged or destroyed, with many missing roofs. Some 
larger buildings remain intact. 

 Temporary shelter and building materials are needed on affected islands. 
 Tonga Red Cross is conducting individual household assessments.  
 The Government and the Tongan Red Cross have provided some 300 tents and preliminary estimates 

indicate that some 300 to 400 additional tents are needed but this will be confirmed from assessments.  

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 Water and sanitation are non-functional.  
 Communities are reliant on water tanks, however extensive damage to roof structures has impacted 

rainwater catchment. Alternative water sources will need to be found immediately as supplies will run out 
shortly. Rainwater catchment is a main source of potable water in many areas.  
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 There is a risk of groundwater salinization due to flooding in some coastal areas. 
 The Ministry of Health has dispatched a water inspector with water purification chemicals. 
 Sanitation will be a priority due to the large number of people in evacuation centres and sanitation facilities 

damaged. 

 Health 

 One death was confirmed while dozens of people have reported minor injuries. No medical evacuations 
required at this stage. 

 There is partial roof damage to Nui'ui Hospital in Panga although the hospital is operational. Supplies were 
delivered today. 

 An additional medical team has been dispatched from Tongatapu to support and relieve the existing team. 
 Medical assistance and mosquito nets have been identified as needs in some villages  

 Food Security 

 There has been substantial damage to crops and agriculture, with people expressing concerns over food 
availability for the near- and medium term.  

 A rapid assessment on damages to crops, livestock, forests and fisheries is expected this week and can be 
used to estimate food availability in terms of quantity, standard, and extent of local supply. 

 A more extensive survey will be carried out next week by a team of local experts in Ha’apai and Vava’u. 
 The Pacific Food Security Cluster is in contact with the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Forests and 

Fisheries (MAFFF) to provide advice and assistance. Local surge support has been provided to MAFFF 
and regional surge support can be provided if requested. 

 Education 

 Reports of primary school classrooms being damaged or destroyed. 
 Some schools are being used as evacuation centres and will be needed by students when they return from 

school break. 

Protection 

 The UN is concerned about people who remain in evacuation centres, particularly women, children, the 
elderly and disabled, and can provide support if required. 

General Coordination 
The National Emergency Management Office (NEMO) continues to coordinate the response and is working with 
District committees, emergency services and other government agencies, as well as NGOs and international 
partners. The NEMO is being supported by representatives from NZ and Australia. An OCHA ROP information 
management and mapping specialist arrived today.  

UNOCHA met today with the Pacific Humanitarian Team cluster coordinators, donors and the UN Resident 
Coordinator in Suva, Fiji, to discuss the needs and technical assistance which can be provided if welcomed by the 
Government.  

At this point the Government has not requested international assistance to support their efforts. The Tonga Red 
Cross has emerged as key partners in the response. Bilateral support has been accepted from New Zealand and 
Australia. A number of organizations are on standby to support.  NZ Rotary, ADRA, Christian World Service, Save 
the Children, Tearfund and World Vision are monitoring the situation and may support response or recovery efforts. 

For further information, please contact:  
Sune Gudnitz, Head of Office, gudnitz@un.org, Tel: +679 331 6761, Mobile: +679 999 1664 
Elisabeth McLeod, Public Information Officer, mcleode@un.org, Tel: +679 331 7326, Mobile: +679 999 1423 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rop or www.reliefweb.int.  
To be added or deleted from this Situation Report mailing list, please subscribe at http://eepurl.com/FL8UP 


