
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 

 
   
  
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• In North Darfur’s Kutum 

locality, 34 villages were 

attacked affecting about 

10,000 people.  

• 571 suspected dengue fever 

cases, including 133 deaths, 

were reported in Sudan 

between 29 August and 11 

December. 

• 270,375 South Sudanese 

refugees expected in Sudan 

by the end of 2016. 

• About 35 per cent of the 

residents of Tokar town, Red 

Sea State, have lost their 

homes due to floods. 

• Tearfund offices across 

Sudan were visited by 

government officials and 

asked to close until further 

notice. 
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10,000 people affected by violence in North 
Darfur’s Kutum locality 
According to the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and community 
leaders, attacks on 34 villages in Kutum locality from 2-3 December have affected an 
estimated 10,000 people. The villagers are reportedly hiding in the mountains and are in 
urgent need of shelter and food. During the attack, five people were killed, 14 villages 
were burned to the ground, and another 20 villages were looted. Aid organizations plan to 
visit the area from 23 – 27 December to conduct an inter-agency assessment and provide 
initial emergency response—including emergency shelter and household supplies, basic 
emergency health kits, as well as nutrition and water and sanitation supplies—to the 
people affected. 

People in North Jebel Marra’s in Fanga Suk area 
receive assistance  
Aid organizations continue to provide humanitarian assistance to an estimated 37,000 
people in need of assistance in North Jebel Marra’s Fanga Suk area. These needs were 
identified in November during the first inter-agency mission to the area since 2011. 
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR)—through the Sudanese Red Crescent Society 
(SRCS)—has distributed emergency shelter and household supplies (plastic sheets, 
blankets, kitchen sets, plastic mats and jerry cans) to 1,575 families (about 7,875 people) 
in Fanga Suk. However, during the distributions an estimated 29,000 people arrived from 
surrounding of Niscam, Abonga 
and Wara villages claiming they 
were displaced from their home 
areas in January of this year 
and are in need of assistance. 
Aid organizations will conduct 
another assessment to 
determine the needs of these 
people.  
For health response, the UN 
Children’s Agency (UNICEF) 
and the SRCS have erected 
three tents to act as temporary 
health centres in Fanga Suk. 
From 5 to 15 December, 132 
pregnant women received 
antenatal care, 1,500 children 
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People in Fanga Suk receiving assistance (SRCS) 
 

People in Fanga Suk receiving food aid (SRCS) 
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under 5 years received polio vaccines, 1,449 children received nutrition supplements and 
8,000 consultations were given. In addition, the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) and 
SRCS—with UNICEF support—deployed three medical assistants and one nutrition 
specialist to provide health assistance. An additional 100 volunteers were deployed to 
conduct home visits and disseminate health education messages. Due to the lack of other 
health facilities in the area and the large number of people seeking medical assistance, 
current medicine supplies will only last until the end of December. Urgent medical needs 
include refrigerators—for drug and vaccine storage—solar panels, and medicine supplies. 
There is an old four-room clinic in Fanga Suk, which requires rehabilitation. 
UNICEF and the SRCS have held meetings with the education director and the parent 
teacher associations (PTAs) in Fanga Suk to determine education needs. according to 
the PTAs, there are 17 basic schools—that serve about 5,000 students—in the villages 
around Fanga Suk that need teaching and learning supplies. UNICEF has sent 10 school 
kits to meet the needs of 2,000 students; more supplies will be sent following an 
assessment that is to be conducted in January 2016. All the schools reportedly have no 
water supply or latrines.  

571 suspected dengue fever cases—including 133 
deaths—reported in Sudan 
According to the Ministry of Health (MoH), a total of 571 suspected dengue fever cases, 
including 133 deaths, were reported in Sudan between 29 August (when the outbreak 
started) and 11 December. The outbreak has affected Darfur, Kassala and Kordofan 
states.  
In Darfur, 523 suspected cases—including 128 deaths—were reported in 27 localities 
between 29 August and 11 December. In Kordofan, 42 suspected cases—including four 
deaths—were reported in the seven localities of Abyei, Keilak, Babanousa (West 
Kordofan), Reif Ashargi, Kadugli, Habila (South Kordofan and Shiekan (North Kordofan) 
between 17 October and 11 December. In Kassala state, six suspected cases—including 
one death—were reported in the state capital Kassala town between 23 and 11 
December. The UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator has approved the allocation of 
US$1 million from the Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) to strengthen the health sector 
response to the ongoing outbreak. 
In response, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the SMoH continue to raise 
community awareness about dengue fever and how to prevent it in all affected localities.  
In West and East Darfur, UNICEF supported the state ministries of health to implement a 
second round of health promotion activities in four localities in West Darfur (Sirba, Baida, 
Habila and El Geneina) and three localities in East Darfur (Ed Daein, Adila, and El 

Suspected dengue fever cases by state (29 August – 11 December) 

Source: Ministry of Health (MoH) 
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Ferdos) reaching 6,600 people. UNICEF has also provided support for the training of 80 
community health workers in West and Central Darfur. In West Darfur’s Kereinik locality, 
a mobile clinic has provided 2,836 consultations in 73 nomadic villages, including 
supporting people with 1,576 cases of fever and 603 confirmed cases of malaria. In 
Central Darfur, funds were mobilised to support a mobile clinic to cover 44 hard-to-reach 
villages for one month. 
Recommendations from WHO, include increasing the engagement of families and 
communities in prevention activities such as eliminating adult mosquitoes by indoor 
spraying and searching for and destroying larva-breeding sites in and around the 
household to prevent mosquitoes from laying eggs. Other recommendations include the 
need to strengthen surveillance which can be done by encouraging the MoH, UN 
agencies and international NGOs to expand existing surveillance systems by adding 
more sentinel sites in Kereinik locality—which is the most affected locality—and deploying 
teams to reopen closed clinics. 

270,375 South Sudanese refugees expected in 
Sudan by the end of 2016  
Through the 2016 South 
Sudan Regional Refugee 
Response Plan, the Sudan 
planning figure has been 
estimated at 270,375 
refugees with financial 
requirements of about 
US$141 million. The plan 
was finalised through a 
consultative process 
coordinated by UNHCR 
with the involvement of 
some 44 UN agencies and 
NGO partners. The plan 
will provide a framework 
for inter-agency 
interventions for the assistance and protection of South Sudanese refugees. Two years 
into the South Sudan crisis, the emergency response in Sudan is slowly becoming a 
protracted situation for the refugees who fled the country.  
Throughout 2015, Sudan continued to face a steady influx of South Sudanese refugees 
and by early December over 198,000 South Sudanese had sought refuge in Sudan, 
surpassing the 2015 planning figure of 196,000. In 2015, Sudan received the largest 
influx of South Sudanese refugees in the region. 
The overall strategy to respond to the needs of South Sudanese refugees and host 
communities in Sudan will be three-pronged; first maintaining an emergency response 
capacity to address new arrivals’ immediate needs in 2016; secondly, stabilizing existing 
programmes by aiming to achieve minimum emergency standards across sectors; and 
thirdly developing interventions to strengthen refugee livelihood and self-reliance. 

South Sudanese refugees treated as “brothers and sisters” 
The Government of Sudan has maintained its open-border policy and continued to 
consider South Sudanese refugees as “brothers and sisters”, allowing them in principle to 
enjoy the same rights as Sudanese citizens, including the freedom of movement and 
access to employment and public services. To date, nearly 170,000 South Sudanese 
have been registered by the Ministry of the Interior’s Directorate of Passport and 
Immigration following an agreement signed between the Government of Sudan and 
UNHCR in December 2014 to register all South Sudanese living in Sudan, including 
those who had remained in Sudan following the 2011 secession. These people are to be 

South Sudanese 
refugees in Sudan 
enjoy the same rights 
as Sudanese citizens, 
according to the 
Government of Sudan 

South Sudanese refugees receiving aid in Kharasana, West Kordofan (WFP, June 2015) 
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provided with identity cards, which would enable them to access services and enjoy rights 
and freedoms in Sudan, such as movement, residence, work and property.  

Education of South Sudanese refugee children is a major concern 
According to UNHCR, with 63 per cent of the refugee population under 18 years, this is a 
children’s emergency. If this trend continues an estimated 83,800 school-aged South 
Sudanese refugee children (6-13 years) are expected in Sudan by the end of 2016, 
requiring a need to reinforce education interventions. Despite the Sudanese Ministry of 
Education’s commitment to facilitate South Sudanese children’s access to public schools, 
some of the refugee communities remain reluctant to send their children to schools where 
the language of instruction is Arabic and not English. While the use of public schools 
allows for the gradual integration of refugees’ education into the national system, the 
distance from camps to schools is often too far for younger students to travel. The 
overcrowding in schools, due to lack of sufficient classrooms, insufficient learning 
materials and poor water and sanitation facilities are unable to accommodate the needs 
of the growing number of students. There is also a great need for qualified teachers. 

Over 20,000 people affected by floods in Red Sea 
State 
On 8 December, a team from the MoH, HAC, WHO, UNICEF and the SRCS visited Tokar 
town in Red Sea State to assess the needs of people affected by floods. Findings from 
the mission identified that 20,600 people—out of the 58,900 people in the town—were 
affected by floods, with 2,727 homes, 145 latrines and 31 shops destroyed and an 
additional 1,389 homes damaged. Emergency shelter and household supplies, water and 
sanitation services were identified as the major needs. For initial response, the SRCS and 
the civil defence directorate in Khartoum have distributed emergency shelter and 
household supplies. Civil defence has also provided technical support to pump stagnant 
water in the affected areas.  
WHO and the MoH have provided two rapid response health kits, two primary health kits, 
medicine, and chlorine tablets. Local health authorities are on standby to contain any 
diseases outbreaks. The MoH has also provided 200 litters of insecticides for vector 
control activities. The SRCS will provide more information on the needs, response and 
gaps as soon as the information is available. 
This brings the total number of people affected by floods in the country to 51,600. This is 
much less than the 277,000 and 500,000 people affected in 2014 and 2013 respectively, 
mainly due to the low rainfall this season and government mitigation efforts including the 
rehabilitation and building of drainage systems, building of dams, and ensuing the proper 
implementation of construction codes. 

Tearfund offices in Sudan closed 
On 14 December, Tearfund offices across Sudan were visited by government officials 
and asked to close until further notice. No reason for the closure was given. Tearfund is 
currently seeking the Government’s guidance on how to proceed in order to resume 
humanitarian activities. 
Tearfund has been working in Darfur since 2004, and is currently delivering life-saving 
humanitarian assistance in nutrition, food security, water and sanitation. The NGO has 
offices in Khartoum, Nertiti, Zalingei, Um Dukhun (Central Darfur), Kass, Nyala (South 
Darfur), and Ed Daein (East Darfur). Aid organizations are concerned on how this closure 
will affect the people who were receiving assistance through Tearfund programmes, 
especially for the tens of thousands of people who were receiving nutrition assistance in 
East and Central Darfur. 
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